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LEITER OF TRANSMITTAL 



I Department of Commerce and Labor, 

^^ Office of the Secreta,ry, 

^- Washington^ March 10^ 1908. 

^ Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of copy of resolu- 
tion of the Senate, dated March 2, 1908, directing me to furnish for 
^ the information and use of the Senate copies of certain reports relat- 
^ ing to the Alaskan seal fisheries. 

^> In accordance with the direction of the President, I have the honor 
•^ to transmit herewith copies of all the reports made by the special 
> agent of the Department of Commerce and Labor in charge of the 
seal islands of Alaska during the years 1906 and 1907, and including 
^ all reports made to him by his assistants, upon the condition of the 
- fur-seal herd and the conduct of affairs on said islands. 
,^ In this connection I have the honor to state that the originals of the 
^ inclosures with said reports, and not copies, are herewith transmitted, 
to obviate the delay that would be occasioned by having copies of these 
inclosures made. If it is the purpose of the Senate not to publish the 
reports submitted herewith, I shall be grateful if the original inclo- 
sures mentioned be returned to the files of this Department after tlie 
Senate has made such use thereof as it desires. 
Respectfully, 

Oscar S. Straus, Secretary. 
The President of the Senate. 
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REPORTS ON THE ALASKAN SEAL FISHERIES. 



FBELIMINABT BEFOBT OF JUNE 11, 1906. 

[By W. I. Lbmbkby^ Agent in Charge of Alaskan Seal Fisheries.] 

St. Paul Island, Alaska, June 11^ 1906. 

Sir: I have the honor to report my arrivaJ at St. Greorge Island, 
Alaska, on the 8th instant, and on St. Paul Island on the 9tn instant. 
The administration during the winter of Assistant Agent Chichester 
on St. George Island and of Agent Clark on St. Paul Island were 
highly satisfactory, and both officers should be commended for the 
careful and able manner in which the interests of the Government 
were conserved on the islands. 

The conditions found upon my arrival may be stated briefly as 
follows : 

seals. 

On St. George I found that the entire food quota for that island of 
300 seals had been taken during the fall. No killing for food had 
been made on St. George Island this spring. 

On St. Paul I found by the record that 1,701 skins were taken for 
food by the Government agent since the close of the last sealing sea- 
son, including the 281 skins left on hand from the previous season. 

COUNTS OP BULLS. 

Because of the fact that the vessel spent only one day at St. George, 
it was not possible for me in that limited time to inspect all the 
rookeries on that island. In the forenoon, however, in company with 
Mr. Marsh, of the Bureau of Fisheries, I made a count of North 
Eookery, and in the afternoon I made a count of East Rookery, Lit- 
tle East, and East Reef. A count of Staraya Artel in the morning 
was not feasible, as a band of bachelors was hauled there, from which 
a drive was contemplated to be made immediately after the departure 
of liie vessel. Our visit to that rookery would have driven these 
young males into the water. The counts made, as above stated, com- 
pared with those made at the same time the preceding year, follow : 
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These counts indicate strongly that at the height of the season ap- 
proaching, namely, on or about July 15, a decrease in. adult male seal 
life will be developed, even larger in extent than that noted in 
previous years. While climatic conditions, unascertained at present, 
may have prevented bulls from arriving this spring as fast as they 
did in 1905, it is very probable that the decrease in bulls, apparent at 
this time, will be equally noticeable at the height of the season. 

On St. Paul the following counts were made since our arrival by 
Mr. Judge, assisted by Mr. Marsh, with the counts made on the same 
date in 1905 inserted for purposes of comparison : 
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These counts, covering all the rookeries on this island with the ex- 
ception of Northeast Point and Sea Lion Eock, would demonstrate 
that a decrease similar to that found on St. George has occurred on 
St. Paul. No idea of the number of the herd of females can be ob- 
tained, as but 3 cows are reported at this time to have arrived on the 
islands. The influx of breeding females, now just beginning, will 
continue until approximately the 15th of July. 

NUMBER OF YOUNG BULLS. 

The most significant fact developed by our first inspection of the 
rookeries is that the greater proportion of the bulls present this year 
are voung animals l^tween the ages of 7 and 9 years. On North 
Rookery, St. George, only 2 old bulls were seen, the marks of old age, 
especially their sluggishness and broken-down canines, placing them 
in the class of aged bulls. All the others were prime, but the great- 
est number were, as stated, young bulls arriving on the rookeries for 
the first time as full-fledged harem masters. 

On North Rookery, St. George, fully 50 per cent of the bulls were 
of this class. On East Rookery the opportunity for close inspection 
was not as ample, but many of this class were observed. On Gor- 
batch, St. Paul, a careful count, based upon a close and painstaking 
inspection of each bull present, developed the fact that 54 out of 77 
bulls found were 7 or 8 year olds. Mr. Judge reports the same condi- 
tion to exist on the other rookeries visited. 

It is hardly possible to believe that the rookeries are receiving this 
year the first fruits of the reservation of males in 1904, as the 3-year- 
olds of that year are but 5-year-olds to-day, and the 2-year-olds then 
are now only 4-year-olds. If any 4-year-olds were branded in 1904, 
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they could to-day be only 6-year-olds and, consequently, not fully 
developed bulls. 

Whatever may be the cause of the appearance of these young bulls, 
their presence is doubly emphasized by the absence of the old bulls, 
T^hich affords an opportunity for closer scrutiny. 

FOXES. 

On St. Gteorge during the past winter 1,044 foxes were trai)ped, of 
which 468 were killed and 581 released for breeders. Those killed, as 
above stated, together with foxes found dead outside the trap, made 
a total of 468 blue skins and 12 white skins offered to the agent of the 
lessee. Of these, the agent accepted 456 blues and 11 whites and re- 
jected as defective and undesirable 12 blues and 1 white. This trap- 
ping shows an increase over the preceding year of 278 foxes handled 
and 191 killed. 

On St. Paul no trapping of foxes was done during the past winter. 
The number of foxes on me island, however, is reported to have in- 
creased creatlv during the winter and numbers of foxes were seen 
around flie village, a most unusual sight in recent years. There is 
every reason to believe that the fox herd on St. Paul is small. 

NATIVES. 

The general health of the natives during the past winter has been 

rd. Since July 1, 1905, there have been 5 deaths and 9 births on 
Paul and 2 deaths and 6 births on St. George, a net increase in 
the population of 8. 

Reports will be made as often during the summer as the mail 
f acihties will permit. 

Respectfully, W. I. Lembkey, 

Agent in Charge of Seal FiaJveries. 

The Secretary of Commerce and Labor. 



FBEimiNARY BEFOET OF OCTOBER 15, 1906. 

[By W. I. Lbmbkby^ Agent la Charge of Alasican Seal Fisheries.] 

Department of Commercje and Labor, 

Division of Alaskan Fisheries, 

Washington^ October 16^ 1906. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following summarized report 
of affairs on the seal islands of Alaska during the season of 1906, 
just closed : 

NUMBER OF SEALS KILLED. 

r 

There were killed on St. Paul Island during the period from 
August 1, 1905, to July 31, 1906, 12,643 seals (mcludinff the skins 
of 281 left on hand from the previous season) , and on St. George 
2,000. From this number killed there were retained by the Govern- 
ment agents 83 small and 23 large skins on St. Paul and 55 small 
and 5 large on St. George, a total for both islands of 166, as having 
been taken contrary to the provisions of the current regulations 
which forbid the killing of seals having skins weighing less than 
5 pounds or more than 8| pounds. These ineligible skins are held 
on the islands awaiting instructions from the Department regarding 
their final disposition. 

The lessee company, therefore, was able to take only 14,643 skins 
toward their quota of 15,000. 

RESERVATIONS OF BACHELORS. 

In accordance with the regulations of the Pepartment which 
require the marking of 2,000 2 and 3 year old males, in the propor- 
tion of 1,000 of each class, 1,600 to be selected on St. Paul and 400 
on St. George, as a reservation for future breeding purposes, I have 
to report that the following number of seals were so marked : 





2-year 
olds. 


S-year 
olds. 


4-year 
olds. 


St. Paul — __ 

St. George — . 


809 
200 


ft80 
200 


31 
58 


TotaL „ 


1,060 


1,080 


80 



These seals were marked by having a portion of the hair and fur 
from the head clipped off with sheep shears, making thus a mark 
readily apparent to the clubbers. 



PERCENTAGE OF SEALS KILLED. 



On St. Paul during the past summer, out of a total of 18,411 
animals appearing in the drives there were killed 10,942, or 59 per 
cent. On St. George, of 3,260 animals driven, 1,685, or 51 per cent, 
were killed. 
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COUNTS OF BULLS. ' 

On St. Paul counts of breeding bulls at the height of the season 
showed 1,244 bulls, 1,205 harems, 39 idle bulls, and 41 young bulls 
present on the rookeries but not holding their positions when ap- 
proached, termed by us " quitters " and not included in the total of 
regular breeding bulls. At the height of the sea'son of 1905 there 
were 1,574 bulls, 1,455 harems, 75 idle bulls, and 44 " quitters." This 
shows a decrease during the year of 330 bulls, or 21 per cent; a de- 
crease in harems of 250, and in idle bulls of 36. 

On St. George the counts last summer showed 204 bulls, 196 harems, 
3 idle, and 13 " quitters " present at the height of the season. In 
1905 similar counts disclosed the presence of 280 bulls, 258 harems, 
and 22 idle bulls, a decrease in one year on that island of 76 bulls, 
or 27 per cent, together with a decrease in harems or seal families 
of 62. 

COUNTS OF PUPS. 

On St. George an actual count was made of all pups born on the 
island last summer, which showed 11,233 live" and 224 dead pups. 
In 1905, 12,699 live and 253 dead pups were counted, from which it 
is apparent that a decrease on that island has occurred in pups born, 
during the year's interval of 11 per cent. 

On St. Paul the usual counts were made during the summer until 
July 16, when that island was surrounded by Japanese pelagic seal- 
ing schooners, killing seals close to shore. In view of their continued 
presence and the fact that the counting of the rookeries at this period 
of the season would result in driving oflf into the water numbers of 
breeding cows to run the gauntlet of the schooners' guns, further 
coilnts were discontinued from that date and the annual enumera- 
tion of pups was not made on that island. 

The counts of cows, however, made previous to the arrival of the 
Japanese showed that a decrease as great as that disclosed by the 
count of pups on St. George had occurred up to that time among 
the herd of breeding cows on St. Paul. Since that time the great 
slaughter of breeding seals during the months of July, August, and 
September by the pelagic fleets of both Japan and Great Britain 
has resulted in a loss of life beyond anything that the herd has suf- 
fered for years past. The exact measure of this loss can not be 
known until next spring, when the reports of. the agents now on the 
islands will have been received. Conservative estimates, however, 
indicate that the herd, which in 1905 consisted of some 223,000 ani- 
mals of all classes, now numbers probably not more than 185,000. 

PELAGIC SEALING. 

This unusual decrease, as already stated, has been caused by the 
great activity among pelagic sealers during the past summer in the 
immediate vicinity of the islands, and especially around St. Paul. 
This island, where four-fifths of the Pribilof herd has its habitat, 
was surrounded in July last by a fleet of 13 or more Japanese sealing 
schooners, the crews of which not only killed seals in the water 
in the immediate vicinity of the island, but carried on their sealing 
operations in many instances within the 3-mile limit, culminating in a 
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raid on the breeding rookeries themselves, in which the crews of 4 
vessels acted in concert. 

The latter incident is briefly stated as follows : 

On July 16 a boat's crew of 6 Japanese landed on Northeast Point 
Rookery, St. Paul Island, armed with a full equipment of sealing 
paraphernalia, and were arrested by the agents of this Department 
and the native guard before the marauders were able to kill any 
seals. 

On the morning of July 17 a boat's crew of 3 Japanese, armed 
with shotguns, attempting to land on the same rookery, were arrested' 
by the native guard and, when they attempted to escape, were fired 
upon, 2 of the boat's occupants being killed and the third wounded. 

On the evening of the same day, under cover of a dense fog, a Jap- 
anese schooner anchored within 300 yards of the same rookery and, 
landing its crew in small boats, succeeding in killing about 185 breed- 
ing seals, all but 2 of which were females in milk, and in securing- 
the skins of about 120. Upon discovery by the agents and the native 
guard the marauders attempted to escape with their plunder and, 
refusing to halt and submit to arrest, were fired upon by the native 
guard and one boat captured, containing 6 Japanese, 1 of whom was 
dead and 1 wounded. The body of another floated in the water and 
was not recovered by the boats, while the body of a third is believed 
to have been thrown overboard from the schooner upon the return of 
the boats. In this engagement the agents and the native guard were 
subjected to fire from the deck of the schooner, without, however, any 
casualty. Because of lack of means it was not possible to capture 
the schooner nor to retake the sealskins alreadv removed from the 
island. 

Simultaneously with this, on July 17, an attempt to land under 
cover of the fog was made at Zapadni Rookery, 14 miles from North- 
east Point, by 3 boats, containm'g 18 men, from another schooner. 
Upon discovery the native guard, which consisted of 2 men, at once 
opened fire and continued firing until the boats retreated and were 
lost in the fog. It is not known whether any casualties occurred. 

On July 16, the day previous, a schooner was observed close to 
Otter Island, which is 8 miles from St. Paul and uninhabited. On 
August 8 thig island was again visited by a schooner, and 3 boats' 
crews were seen to land there. 

While no further attempt was made to land on St. Paul Island, 
sealing schooners were seen almost daily off the island thereafter, 
sometimes close to shore. On August 1, 2, and 3, during a dense fog, 
shotgun firing from small boats was heard continuously, together 
with the firing of cannon, used probably for signaling. This firing 
of shotguns and cannon resulted in great disturbance of the rook- 
eries, even if the seals actually killed by the poachers were not taken 
into account. An occasional lifting of the fog would disclose the 
presence of both schooners and small boats close to shore. On Au- 
gust 23 seven schooners were visible at one time from St. Paul Island. 
From their tactics it would appear that the schooners took advan- 
tage (rf every foggy day to approach quite close to the island, while 
in clear weather they laid off outside the territorial limit. 

Aside from the lawless and high-handed character of the raids 
made upon the breeding rookeries themselves, which involved the es- 
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sence of piracy, if they did not come within the exact legal definition 
of that crime, the continued killing of breeding seals around this 
island during the summer, within a few miles at least of where they 
have their young, has caused an immense loss of seal life. Falling, 
as it does, upon a herd already depleted to a minimum, there is littfe 
question that in a comparatively short time such reckless slaughter 
will accomplish the commercial extinction of the species. 

The unexpected loss of so many breeding seals from the herd this 
summer through pelagic sealing shows plainly the necessity for 
speedy action on the part of this Government if it would preserve 
£xmi extinction this valuable and interesting species. Beyond the 
commercial aspect of the situation there is ftie further one of pre- 
serving from ruthless extermination this useful and interesting in- 
habitant of the sea, which, unless rescued through the efforts oi this 
Government, will soon be numbered with the buffalo and other prac- 
tically extinct species. This would be a deplorable loss to the in- 
dustrial world, considering the great number of people supported 
by the sealing^ business in ite various phases with the herd maintained 
at its best. But, if viewed from the standpoint of humanity, every 
feature of this brutal slaughter of mother seals lying^ beside their 
nursing young, thereby subjecting the latter to lingering death by 
starvation, is repulsive to generous sentiment. 

I shall submit a detailed report to the Department covering the 
season's work as soon as possible. 

EespectfuUy, W. I. Lembkey, 

Agent in Charge of Seal Fisheries. 

The Secretary of Commerce and Labor. 



AKKOAL BEFOBT SEAL FISHERIES OF ALASKA, 1906. 

[By W. I. Lbubkbt, Agent In Charge of Alaskan Seal Fisheries.] 

Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Division of Alaskan Fisheries, 

Washington, December H, 1906. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith my report of the con- 
duct of affairs on the seal islands of Alaska for the season of 1906. 

I left Washington May 12, 1906, under instructions from the 
Department, took passage on the North American Commercial Coni- 
pany's steamer Homer, wliich sailed from Portland, Oreg., May 22, 
arriving at St. George Island June 8 and St. Paul Island June 9. I 
left St. Paul Island July 20 and proceeded with Japanese prisoners 
to Unalaska on the U. S. S. McCuUoch. Returning to St. Paul on. 
the same vessel July 26, 1 left the next morning on her for Unalaska, 
Kodiak, and Valdez, to attend the Uaited States court at the latter 
place as a witness in the case of the United States against 12 Jap- 
anese arrested for raiding St. Paul Island. I left Valdez September 
5 on the Excelsior and arrived in Washington September 20, having 
stopped en route at Chicago, as directed T)y the Department, for a 
conference with Hon. E. W. Sims, United States attorney. 

This report lacks the usual count of pups and the various collateral 
counts made on St. Paul between July 15 and 31, for the reason that 
this island after July 15 was surrounded by a large fleet of Japa- 
nese pelagic schooners hunting seals in the immediate vicinity of the 
island. To have continued counting under these circumstances would 
have involved the driving off the rookeries of large numbers of 
female breeding seals to fall the prey of pelagic hunters within sight 
of land. Assistant Agent Judge, in charge on St. Paul, acting on 
the advice of Mr. Sims, who was then present, accordingly discon- 
tinued any further activitv on the rookeries which would have a 
tendency to disturb the seals and drive them into the water. 

reservation of bachelors. 

The " branding '' or marking of bachelors to be reserved for breed- 
ing purposes necessarily was the first work of the season. Wliile this 
was commenced as soon as possible after my arrival, a scarcity of 
seals prevented its being accomplished until June 23 on St. Paul and 
June 30 on St. George. Previous to this time young males could not 
be obtained on the hauling grounds in sufficient numbers to secure the 
quota required to be marked. 

At St. Paul on June 14, a fair number of bachelors having been 
found on the Eeef , a drive was contemplated for the day following. 
During the night, howevter, a brisk rain occurred and the following 
morning only a few seals were hauled out, the others presumably hav- 
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ing left because of the rain. From the handful secured, however, we 
marked 69 2-year-olds and 77 3-year-olds. In addition to these 7 
4-year-olds were marked and 10 old brands renewed. 

After this date seals were not present in suflScient numbers to justify 
further efforts to mark bachelors until June 22, when a drive was 
made from the same rookery and 1,243 seals marked — 684 2-years-olds, 
538 3-year-olds, and 21 4-year-olds. On the following day, at Za- 
padni, 116 2-year-olds and 265 3-year-olds were marked, filling the 
quota of bachelors to be marked for that island. 

On St. George the marking of bachelors was begun on June 14 
and finished June 30. 

The method of marking seals to be reserved for breeding seals at 
present in vogue on the islands is humane, and is effective so far as 
land killing is concerned. The seal is dragged from the " pod " by a 
noose of rope placed over its head by means of a pole, and held down 
while the hair and fur on its head are clipped on with sheep shears. 
This operation is painless and the mark made is readiljy^ discernible 
during the killing season. In the fall, when the new hair grows out, 
the mark made in the spring is obliterated, but measures have been 
taken by the agents to avoid including in the fall killings for food the 
bachelors reserved in the spring as breeders. 

In 1904, the year in w^hich branding was begun, the agents placed 
a limit of weight of 6 pounds on all sealskins to be taken in the fall. 
This was intended to and did absolutely exempt from killing all the 
3-year-olds, together with 75 per cent of the 2-year-olds. Of the re- 
maining 25 per cent of this latter class it may be said that there are 
so nxany hauling grounds on the island in the fall that are not driven 
from at all, which these seals frequent, 'that few even of the smallest 
marked bachelors are killed. 

Furthermore, the 3-year-olds, having passed the age of puberty, are 
not found on the hauling grounds during the fall, but are hauled 
among the cows on the rookeries where they can not be driven. This 
is an additional safeguard against their killing and of itself would 
disprove any allegation that these marked seals are subsequently 

The object of marking male seals for breeders primarily was to 
provide a reserve of 3-year-olds, rendering them immune from 
slaughter, to pass into the 4-year-old or prohibited class, and thus be 
allowed to mature as breeders. At the same time a reserve of 2-year- 
olds was made, as a cumulative measure of safety, to insure a stock 
of 3-year-olds the next season, and to operate conjointly with the 
regulations restricting the killing of seals under 6^ pounds, to accom- 
plish the purpose of allowing a safe number of seals to escape club- 
bing and mature as breeding bulls. 

When, however, this regulation (restricting the killing of young 
males to seals having skins weighing over 5^ pounds) was enforced, 
it was found that this operated to release from the killing drives so 
many 2-year-olds, in addition to those marked and released, that the 
reservation by marking of any of this class, while undoubtedly wise, 
was practically a work of supererogation, and that without clipping 
any of the 2-year-olds enough of that class escaped under the 5^- 
pound restriction to provide an ample supply of 3-year-olds for the 
next year. 
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In the light of experience, this 5i-pound limit has since been re- 
duced to 5 pounds, but with this reduction several thousands of 
2-year-olds are annually turned away to appear the next year as 
3-year-olds, without considering those marked by clipping their 
heads, as above stated. 

It follows, therefore, that if a few of the marked 2-year-olds ax-e 
included in the fall killings, even to 25 per cent of that class, which 
is not the case, there would still be such a number of 2-year-olds in 
existence that were not marked at all that no difficulty would be 
experienced in obtaining the supply of 3-year-olds for clipping the 
following spring, which is the object desired. 

A permanent brand could be made only by the use of a hot iron. 
The mark would also have to be made on top of the head of the seal. 
As the skull is very thin, it is believed that a severe brand might 
easily injure the brain and lay the whole practice open to a charge of 
inhumanity. It never was the intention of the Department to make 
a permanent brand. When hot irons were used, the agents were in- 
structed that in marking the seals care should be taken not to burn 
into the skin of the animal. When it was found that hot irons could 
not be used in wet weather, but that sheep shears were efficacious at 
any time, the latter were at once used to the exclusion of all other 
means. 

The hot irons can be used at any time that it is desired to experi- 
ment with permanently branded seals. A number of those branded in 
1 904 on the head with hot irons have appeared in the drives of subse- 
quent years with a permanent head brand more or less distinct. 
These seals, which were either. 2 or 3 year olds in 1904, can be recog- 
nized on the rookeries when they secure footing there as bulls, and it 
is probable that through them some interesting facts will be discov- 
ered in connection with the ascertainment of the exact age and 
longevity of breeding bulls. Should pelagic sealing be abolished, 
ex:periments should be conducted by means of permanent brands on 
certain bachelors, to establish definite knowledge as to the age of 
adult males, their length of service on the breeding grounds, and 
whether they return to the same locality each year. 

It must be remembered that pelagic sealing interferes materially 
with the operation of any methods adopted on land for the saving of 
seals for purposes of the future, and renders them in a measure con- 
jectural. When it is considered that all of these reserved bachelors 
are forced to run the gauntlet of the spear and the shotgun while in 
the water, a wide margin of loss from mortality at sea must be al- 
lowed before any measures involving the saving of seals can be con- 
sidered efficacious. 

Undoubtedly it is obligatory upon the Government to insure 
enough males for future breeding purposes. But it must not be for- 
gotten, at the same time, that the Government in so doing aids pelagic 
sealing through every seal allowed to escape on land which could 
properly be Klled there. In my judgment the practice of saving 
seals for breeding purposes should be continued only so long as it is 
probable that a settlement of the pelagic sealing question can be 
accomplished. But, unless this settlement on a satisfactory basis 
appears imminent, I would recommend the killing on land of every 
seal that can be killed under existing law. 
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KILLING OF SEALS. 

On St. Paul Island the lessee took during the sealing season of 1906 
a total of 10,942 skins, which, added to 1,701 skins taken during the 
previous fall and spring in food drives or left on hand, from the last 
season, made a total of 12,643 skins in the salt houses on that island 
at the season's close, July 31, 1906. Of these, 83 small and 23 large 
skins were outside the limits of weight prescribed by the Department 
(5 pounds to 8^ pounds) and are held on the island subject to the 
Department's order. 

On St. George the lessee took during the regular sealing season 
1,685 skins. In addition to these, 315 eligible skins were taken in 
previous food drives, making a total of 2,000 skins for that island, 
which was its quota as determined by the Department. Of these, 55 
small skins and 5 large skins were retained as being outside the regu- 
lar weights. 

The lessee shipped at the close of the season in question 12,536 
skins from St. Paul and 1,940 from St. George, a total of 14,476 skins, 
upon which the stipulated payment of $10.22^ for each skin should 
be made. 

FAILURE TO SECURE QUOTA. 

It will be noted that, while the quota of 2,000 for St. George was 
obtained, the lessee failed to secure the St. Paul quota of 13,000, not- 
withstanding the reduction of the limit of weight in skins from 5^ 
to 5 pounds. This is probably due to a scarcity of seals ; but, owin^ 
to the fact that the hauling grounds on Northeast Point and Zapadni 
rookeries were constantly disturbed during the period of July 16 to 
20, due to the raids there by Japanese poachers at a time when the 
hauling grounds should be most frequented, it is possible that this 
cause contributed in a measure to the failure to obtain the whole 
quota. 

The total number of seals taken on St. Paul includes 63 skins from 
female seals killed by Japanese poachers, which they were unable tp 
make away with. 

NUMBER OF DRIVES. 

During the lessee's season on St. Paul 30 drives were made for 
skins, including 4 drives in which less than 40 skins were taken in 
each. In all of the drives the percentage of seals killed varied from 
a minimum of 43 per cent to a maximum of 69 per cent. 

On St. George during the lessee's season 14 drives were made, in 
which the percentage of seals killed to the whole number driven 
varied from 71 to 23 per cent. 

EFFECT OF NEW REGULATIONS. 

The instructions of the Department to me, dated March 9, 1906, 
lowered the limit of weight on sealskins to be taken to a minimum 
of 5 pounds and provided, also, that skins were not to be taken 
weighing more than 8^ pounds. All skins under 5 pounds and over 
8^ pounds were not to be delivered to the company, but were to be 
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held by the agents subject to future instructions from the Depart- 
ment. 

These instructions were promulgated upon my arrival and were 
properly enforced. During the summer 138 small and 28 large 
skins were so retained by the agents, and are now on the islands 
awaiting instructions from the Department. 

The skin of a 4-year-old male is classed as weighing, on the aver- 
age, over 8^ pounds. The regulation prohibiting the killing of 
seals over this weiglit was designed to give additional immunity to 
those 4-year-old males which, having passed the 2 and 3 year old 
stages, were desired to mature into adult bulls. The statistics 
gathered by the agents during the summer show that this refla- 
tion has been effective. In 1905, when there was no prohibition 
against the shipment of skins over 8^ pounds, but simply an injunc- 
tion against the killing of 4-year-olds, there were dismissed on the 
killing field on St. Paul as the result of this regulation 363 4-year- 
olds during the summer. In the summer of 1906, when the ship- 
ment of skins over 8^ pounds was first prohibited, 1,001 4-year-olds 
were turned away, a difference in favor of 1906 of 638 dismissals in 
this class. On St. George 244 large dismissals occurred in 1906, as 
against 191 in 1905. 

While, of course, some of the dismissals represent animals which 
have been driven twice or even more, yet it is known that the per- 
centage of large animals redriven is much less than in the case of the 
small ones. The number of 4-year-old dismissals, therefore, must 
represent to a great extent animals of this class actually in being. 

The large increase mentioned above in the number of prime males 
which have passed the stage where they will be liable to clubbing 
demonstrates the efficiency of the present regulations. These large 
animals dismissed, in addition to those branded and released, afford 
the herd a splendid class of young males each year to mature as 
breeding bulls. These dismissals occurring from year to year, in 
the future will supply all the adult male life necessary on the rook- 
eries and will never again allow the adult male class to become 
depleted. 

The reduction in 1906 of the limit of weight on small skins from 
5^ to 5 pounds was made by the Department because of the fact that 
the latter weight more nearly represented the dividing line between 
1 and 2 year old seals. The young males between 5 and 5^ pounds 
undoubtedly are 2-year-olds, and flie 5^-pound prohibition resulted 
in arbitrarily turning away from the killing fields several thousands 
of small 2-year-olds that otherwise would be killed for quota. 

This reduction of the limit in weight resulted in the dismissal in 
1906 of 3,980 small seals, as against 5,548 in 1905. These 3,980 dis- 
missals in 1906 are shown elsewhere to represent approximately 3,300 
animals. 

In my opinion, this closer killing among the smaller 2-year-olds 
is advisable. Present safeguards against too close killing are ample. 
With their strict enforcement, it is the part of wisdom to allow the 
lessee to take all remaining young males not covered by prohibitory 
regulation, as in so doing it reduces to a minimum a class of seals 
upon which the pelagic sealers prey during the summer and which, if 
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saved, would offer no further benefit to the herd than that now as- 
sured under the regulations governing the killing on land. 

' STATISTICS OF KILLINGS. 

The statistics of killings made on St. Paul Island during the past 
season show 18,411 animals driven, of which 10,942 were killed. 
This includes the skins of 63 female seals killed and abandoned by 
the Japanese raiders on Northeast Point Rookery July 17. These 
statistics refer only to the period of summer killing and do not in- 
clude the dismissals from the fall drives for food, in which cows, 
bachelors, and yearlings are so int^miAgled as to make a record or 
dismissals therefrom of no value. 

It can be seen from the table, which is herewith submitted as an 
exhibit, that the killings by the lessee on St. Paul comprises 59 per 
cent of the animals driven. During the season the killings varied 
from a maximum of 69 per cent to a minimum of 43 per cent. 

The dismissals on St. Paul of branded 2-year-olds numbered 1,012 
out of a total of 869 marked on that island, or 16 per cent more than 
the whole number of these animals marked at the beginning of the 
season. Of the 880 branded 3-year-olds 693 dismissals occurred, 
which shows that the dismissals in the 3-year-old class fail by 20 per 
cent to represent the tqjbal number of animals. 

These statistics of rejections in the 2 and 3 year old classes are 
valuable in showing approximately the number of small animals rep- 
resented by the dismissals from the drives of seals not branded. 
These dismissals in 1906 aggregated 3,980 on St. Paul and were all 
practically 2-year-olds too small to render 5-pound skins. So few 
yearlings were included as to render their consideration of no value. 

Having found from the dismissals of branded 2-year-olds that they 
represented 16 per cent more than the number actually branded, and 
applying the same rule to the dismissals of 2-year-olds that were not 
branded, we can see that the 3,980 dismissals in this class represent 
approximately 3,300 animals. While, of course, this is only an ap- 
proximation, it is based upon a rule containing so much of the ele- 
ments of certainty as to give a fair idea of the number of individuals 
included in the rejected class. 

These 3,300 2-year-olds, together with the 800 branded of that class 
on St. Paul, demonstrate that too close killing does not occur at the 
present time and insures an ample number of 3-year-olds for 1907. 

CLASSIFICATION OF LARGE SEALS REJECTED. 

During the summer on St. Paul 1,707 large seals were turned away 
from the drives, of which, according to the classification made at the 
time of dismissal, 1,001 were 4-year-olds, 383 were 5-year-olds, 213 
were 6-year-olds, 72 were 7-year-olds, and 38 were mature bulls. The 
large number of 4-year-olds is significant and demonstrates the effi- 
cacy of the regulations of the Department prohibiting the killing of 
4-year-old males, or, if killed, the shipment of their skins. During 
the season of 1905 a similar record shows the dismissal of only 363 
4-year-olds. 

A schedule of these classified dismissals is appended as an exhibit. 

39722— S. Doc. 376, 60-1 2 
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ENUMERATION OF SEAL LIFE. 

An enumeration of breeding bulls on both island^ showed a decrease 
from the previous year. 

On St. Paul, at the height of the season of 1906, 1,244 adult bulls 
were found on the rookeries. Of these, 1,205 had harems and 3^ were 
idle. In addition to these were found 41 yoimg bulls present 
on the rookeries, but not holding their positions when approached. 
These latter have been termed by us " quitters." 

On St. George in 1906 204 adult bulls were found, of which 196 
had harems and 8 were idle.. In addition there were 13 " quitters.'^ 

In 1905 1,455 bulls with harems were found on St. Paul, together 
with 75 idle bulls and 44 young quitters, while on St. George 258 bulls 
with harems and 22 idle bulls were noted. A comparison of these 
figures with the counts made in 1906 shows a decrease in the year in 
bulls on St. Paul of 286, or 18 per cent, and on St. George of 76, 
or 27 per cent. 

Following is given the count of bulls on St. Paul, by rookeries, 
made in 1906. The column marked " Bulls " dops not include those 
counted as quitters : 

Count of hulls, 8t. Paul, 1906, 



Date. 


Rookery. 


— • 

Bulls. 


Harems. 


Idle. 


Quitters. 


July 13 


CJorbatch Oliffs . . , . 


8 

111 
14 

206 
43 
7 
38 
12 
27 
88 

169 
81 
14 

112 
34 
23 

805 


7 

109 
14 

201 
40 
7 
36 
12 
26 
38 

162 
78 
14 

112 
32 
21 

296 


1 
2 


% 


13 
13 


Gorbatch- _ _ — _ 

Ardlguen . 

Ketovl 

Amphitheater— _ _ _ __ 

Lukanln 

hittle Polovina 


1 


18 
13 
13 
13 
\i 


5 
3 

-- 

_. 

2 
7 
3 


IS 
8 

1 
2 

1 


13 
13 


Polovina Ollffs 

7ApAdn1 

Little Zapadnl 

ZapadnlReef _ _ _ _ 

Tolstoi cnnBlSISSZSy'ZS'ZIlIISSIir''S"S^S^^'SSSS^ 

Lagoon 

Northeast Point- ... , 

Total - _ 


2 
8 


16 


-- 

2 
9 


1 
10 




1,244 


1,205 


39 


41 









It will be noted that no idle bulls were found on Ardiguen, Amphi- 
theater, Little Polovina, Zapadni Keef, and Tolstoi, while only 9 
were found on the entire stretch of Northeast Point Rookery, the 
largest breeding ground on the entire island, and only 5 were found 
on Reef Rookery and 7 on Zapadni, the two rookeries next largest in 
size. 

These counts were carefully made by Agent Judge, in company 
with Mr. Marsh, the naturalist of the Bureau of Fisheries. While 1 
was occupied in the main with photographing the rookeries at the 
time these counts were made, I participated in several of them, thus 
furnishing an additional check upon their accuracy. They are not 
in any sense estimates or approximations based upon superficial 
observations, but actual enumerations in the strictest sense, embrac- 
ing every bull present at the height of the season. No locality where 
bulls were hauled up was overlooked in making these counts. 



REPORTS BEIiATING TO ALASKAN SEAL FISHERIES. 



19 



The detailed counts of harems on St. George, made at the height of 
the season, follows: 

Bulls on 8t, George, 1906, 



Bookery. 


Bnllfl with 
harems. 


Idle 
bnlls. 


Quitters. 


North 

Staraya Artel 

Zapadni 


.•.^. _..•«......••......_._.... «...................._«•«.— .. 


78 
26 
34 
34 
16 
8 


3 

3" 
2 


3 
2 
8 


East Ollflfs 

East Beef- . . _ 
Little East 


• 


8 
2 


Total ^ 


196 

• 


8 


13 







These counts, as carefully made by Agents Chichester and Clark, 
disclose, the lack of idle bulls on Staraya Artel, East Reef, and Little 
East rookeries. 

BULLS ON SEA LION BOCK. 

A breeding rookery exists on Sea Lion Rock, off St. Paul, but it 
was not possible to reach this islet in a boat at the time harems were 
counted* on the main island. On a visit, however, on June 24, 
I found 54 bulls hauled there. This early count, made three weeks 
before the height of the season, will nevertheless serve to show that 
this isolated breeding ground contains only a normal number of bulls, 
and that it is not the abiding place of such a number of adult males 
as would disprove the statement that the bulls have decreased greatly. 



DESEBTED HAULING GROUNDS. 



Such hauling grounds as Zoltoi Sands, English Bay, and the sand 
beach west of Hutchinson Hill were devoid of seal life during the 
summer. No seals of any description were found on them. The same 
may be said of the beach line adjacent to Halfway Point (or Polo- 
vina) Rookery and of those beaches or cliffs in the vicinity of each 
rookery where in former times young bulls were wont to haul up after 
having failed to enter the breeding area proper. In every instance 
in which counts were made on the various rookeries during the sum- 
mer the agents not only covered the rookery itself, but searched the 
beach line on all sides of it, to be sure that no stray " pol^ikatchie " 
were overlooked. In offering this count of bulls, therefore, I feel per- 
fectly safe in assuring the Department that it represents all bulls 
present on the islands. 

At the present time the hauling grounds of Zoltoi and English 
Bay have no more significance as abiding places for seals than Black 
Bluffs. They were absolutely destitute of seal life during the past 
summer. So far as their investigation is concerned they could not 
figure in our notes except through the insertion of reiterated state- 
ments that there were no seals pr3sent. At the close of the season, 
after the rookery formation has disintegrated, these, as well as other, 
hauling grounds probably offered a resting place for a few former 
harem masters that had deserted their rookerv stations after a sum- 
mer's service, and had hauled up there to recuperate. But, as these 
bulls had previously been counted on the rookeries where they had 
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held harems, their further enumeration after the season's close would 
«erve only to confuse the counts already made. 

In former years, when there was a superabundance of rookery bulls, 
Toung bulls were driven to the bachelors' hauling grounds and the 
'beaches adjoining breeding rookeries, because the adult bulls would 
not allow them to haul among the cows, and the youngsters were not 
^rong enough to force their way in. At the present time, however, 
•owing to the small number of rookery bulls present, the young males 
•<5an find an entrance into almost any rookery and stand a good chance 
of picking up a cow or two before the season is over. The necessity 
:for their frequenting these former hauling grounds is now lacking, 
and the young bulls do not resort to the hauling grounds, for the 
obvious reason. that the breeding rookeries offer more attraction. 

CONDITION OF ROOKERY BULLS. 

The number and character of the bulls stationed on the breeding 
rookeries with cows was given early attention. 

On my arrival on St. George, June 8, I visited North Rookery on 
^hat island for the purpose of making a count of bulls. In going 
from point to point on the rookery, it was soon apparent that the 
"bulls present displayed a larger proportion of fine voung animals 
'^^etween 7 and 8 years of affe than I had^ever before ooserved. Only 
:a few old bulls, distin^ished by their rusty color, worn teeth, and 
comparative lack of spirit, could be seen. About 50 per cent of the 
bulls on that rookery were magnificent young animals just reaching 
maturity. The others were middle-aged bulls, showing the marks of 
previous service on the breeding grounds. An old bull was a rarity. 

Arriving at St. Paul the next day, and having in mind the unusual 
^awimber of young bulls present on North Rookery, I made a careful 
inspection of the bulls on Gorbatch and found the proportion of fully 
-developed young animals there to be even greater than on St. George. 
On Gorbatch Cliffs, of 7 bulls found 5 were young animals fully 
grown, but not over 8 years of age. On Gorbatch, of the 77 bulls 
present 54 were not over 8 years. Only 10 bulls were found with 
broken-dowA teeth and other marks indicating old age. Only one 
was found that, on being aroused, did not show fight. Of the old 
^uUs several chased me some distance, showing that their powers 
were in nowise diminished. 

The other rookeries were then gone over by myself and Agent 
Judge, and as careful an analysis as possible was made of the bulls 
present with regard to age. On all rookeries this practical absence of 
old animals was found, as well as the preponderance of young bulls, 
although in some instances the proportion of quite young bulls was 
•not so great as that found on Gorbatch and on North RooKery. 

This condition shows not so much an unusual influx of young ani- 
Tnals as the practical disappearance of the old males, and the further 
significant fact that there were in existence young males to take their 
iplaces. 

It is probable that during several years recently past the number of 
^accessions of new bulls on the rookeries was small. This failure of 
'new blood created a hiatus in the succession of rookery masters, which 
was apparent in the rapid decrease of bulls on the rookeries. This 
^ap has been bridged over by the survival of those bulls already on 
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the rookeries, but has left a sharp line of demarcation between the old* 
and new bulls. The presence of this large proportion of young buUst^ 
shows that the crisis has been met and passed successfully. 

In 1904 the first reservation of 3-year-old males was made and 
the first prohibition against the killing of 4-year-olds enforced! 
Of the supposed 3-year-olds reserved in that year some were undoubt- 
edly small 4-year-olds. The survivors of these 4-year-olds release<J 
or reserved in 1904 will be 7 years old in 1907, and will appear one 
the rookeries for the first time as full rookery bulls. It is too mucb^ 
to say that any benefit from these resei*vations was felt in 1906^ 
It is certainly proper to claim, however, that the first benefits fron* 
this source will accrue in the coming season of 1907; that the de- 
crease in rookery bulls which has been constant for some years wilF 
be then checked in a measure at least and that a steady augmentation- 
of rookery bulls will be noted from that year. 

There is but one factor that will possibly operate to defeat this^ 
assurance of an increase in bulls, and that is the effect of pelagic 
sealing upon the reservations of young males. All of these reserved 
seals are in danger of being killed at sea by pelagic sealers beforer 
they fully mature as bulls. How many of them are killed by this 
means can never be known. As before stated, the exemption of any 
seals that could be killed lawfully on land is just so much encourage- 
ment to the pelagic sealer, and subsequent events must determine- 
speedily whether it is the wiser policy to create a reservation of male 
seals even for breeders or to kill all on land that can be taken under 
existing law. 

ABSENCE or IDLE BULLS. 

As can be seen from the tables appended hereto, the scarcity of 
bulls was even greater in 1906 than in 1905, in which latter year 
the number of this class present was so small as to amount to » 
virtual disappearance. 

On the St. Paul rookeries in 1906 there were only 39 idle mature 
bulls. In 1905 there were 75 idle. In 1905 there were 44 " quitters ^^ 
on these rookeries, while in 1906 there were 41, 3 per cent of the entire 
number of t^ie bulls present. This in a larger percentage of " quit- 
ters " than was found in former years, and of itself shows that there 
was a larger percentage of young buJls present in 1906 than formerly. 
This is additional evidence of the fact, stated elsewhere, that the rook- 
eries in 1906 contained more young bulls than the year previous. 

YOUNG BULLS IN CHARGE OF COWS. 

During the summer a number of young bulls, which at first ran at 
our approach, afterwards obtained cows and held their ground, and 
were included by us among the full-grown harem bulls. These 
young animals were 7-year-olds and were fully capable of serving^ 
cows. 

On July 1 I found a harem on Gorbatch Cliffs containing a cow^ 
and 2 pups deserted by its bull. There was no idle bull present at 
the time to fill the vacancy. On July 4 this harem was still without 
a bull. On July 6 a 7-year-old " quitter " had taken pos'^e:^sion of this 
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harem and had under him 2 cows and 3 pups. He ran into the water 
at my approach. On July 8 this young bull had 7 cows, over which, 
while I remained hidden, he lorded it with all the precision of a vet- 
eran, but from which he fled incontinently when I rose up from 
the high grass and showed myself. On July 9 this bull had 2 cows 
and 6 pups and again fled at my appearance. On July 11 he was still 
present, but great care had to be exercised in observing him to keep 
out of sight, as the least movement on my part through the high 
grass caused him to edge toward the water. 

This incident, typical in character, occurring on a portion of rook- 
ery space where no idle bulls were present, gives a fair idea of what 
happens on other rookery areas where a lack of bulls exists. It 
shows that cows do not escape impregnation, even if their first bull 
deserts. Had no other bull arrived to take the place of the one 
which abandoned this harem site, the deserted cows, by moving to 
either side, could have entered harems where there were bulls anxious 
to receive them. Whether any of these cows sought other bulls 
is not known, but it is very possible that some did, leaving their pups 
in the first harem. This fact is suggested strongly by the harem's 
containing only 2 cows with 6 pups on July 9. 

SITUATION AT HUTCHINSON HILL. 

In my report for 1905 I called attention to the fact that in the mass 
of seals under Hutchinson Hill at Northeast Point the harem forma- 
tions broke up at an earlier date than usual, and that on the 16th 
of July, when the rigidity of harem discipline should be greatest, the 
cows wandered at will over the sand flat in company with bachelors 
and half bulls. 

The reason for this was found in the fact that the large number of 
cows on the flat were in charge of only a few bulls, while no idle 
bulls were present. The engaged bulls were each required to serve 
an unusually large number of cows, causing them to reach the limit 
of their procreative power before the usual time. The harem forma- 
tions at this spot, therefore, instead of remaining intact until at 
least the 16th of July, became broken practically a week earlier. 

During the past summer (1906) considerable attention was given 
to the seals in this locality, with a view of determining whether the 
condition noted the year previous would be recurrent. 

On July 5 I found on the sand flat under the hill, and exclusive 
of the beach slope which was obscured, 21 bulls and about 1,500 
cows, conservatively estimated. At the eastern end of the mass, 
slightly segregated, were 184 cows with 1 bull. Among the entire 
mass of cows were 11 bulls. In the rear of the mass and detached 
from it were 10 bulls, 2 of which were idle and the others had 
harems ranging from 1 to 9 cows. 

At this early date the 11 bulls in the mass, which was then com- 
pact, had on an average at least 125 cows each, and only 2 idle bulls 
were present. One of the latter was a young bull not stationed, 
while the other was mature. 

On the 10th I found the mass still compact, with the number of 
bulls unchanged. A greater number of cows was present than was 
found on the 5th. At the time of this visit I took photographs of 
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the mass, to contrast them with those to be taken when the cows 
should spread out over the sand flat. 

On July 16 the compact formation had disappeared and the mass 
was f oimd to have spread out over twice the lormer area occupied. 
The harem formation had also gone. The greater number of cows 
>vas found at the rear of the flat adjoining the hill when, before the 
<iisintegration, they were pressed close to the beach slope. On the 
flat area,, in and immediately adjoining the mass, were 21 bulls, none 
of which was idle. A number of bachelors was playing on the rocks 
awash in front of the beach line. While it was impossible at the time 
to make a thorough examination as to the number of bachelors in 
the mass, I could easily distinguish several branded bachelors among 
the cows by their shaved heads, which were conspicuous. The bulls 
had lost or had relinquished control of the area and the cows moved 
as they pleased. , 

The recurrence of this condition at this place in 1906 justifies the 
mention of it in mv report for 1 905. The significance or this situa- 
tion was mentioned in mj last report. It means simply that in the 
. massed area under Hutchinson Hill the normal nmnber of cows for 
each bull has been exceeded. While some little distance on either side 
of the mass or at the water's edge there were probably a few idle 
bulls, they retained their positions which they first preempted and 
did not move in to the cows under the hill that probably needed them. 

I am frank to say that this condition was noted only at Hutchinson 
Hill. Undoubtedly, all cows were impregnated in that locality as in 
all others. I believe the bulls at this particular place had greater 
demands on their vitality than would have occurred in a state of 
nature, and it was to relieve a condition of this character that the 
practice of reserving young males from slaughter was commenced in 
1{»04 and continued thereafter. Unless the ^eater number of these 
reserved animals are destroyed by the pelagic sealers, whose efforts 
to take seals in the immediate vicinity of the islands have been re- 
doubled in the last year, an augmentation of breeding bulls will be 
noted the coming year, which will relieve the condition of a scarcity 
of bulls. 

ALL cows SERVED. 

Particular attention was paid by me during the past summer to de- 
termine whether any evidence oi failure of impregnation of cows 
could be found. In no instance was I able to discover that any cow 
had not received proper service from the bulls. On the contrary, 
every observation showed that during the season of 1905 all cows in 
heat were served and bore young in 1906. 

It was seen plainly last summer that all females landing on the 
rookeries during the Leeding season were gravid, without in excen- 
tion noted, and that within twenty- four hours thereafter, generally 
speaking, they gave birth to their young. These cows, fresh from 
the water, could be distinguished by their brilliant coats of steel 
gray. These new arrivals were invariably seen to be gravid or with 
new-born pups at their sides. The brown cows, those that had been 
out of the water long enough to have lost the beautiful gray colora- 
tion, had pups by their sides. This was an invariable rule during the 
Eupping season and showed conclusively that no lack of virile male 
fe was encountered the previous season. 
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Careful investigation has failed to disclose any evidence showing 
that the herd of cows has suffered in any way from the reduction in 
the number of bulls which has occurred for several years past.^ It is 
true that this falling off among bulls has been so marked as to justify 
its being considered at length and to necessitate the adoption of meas- 
ures to check this decrease ; but it is also true that the breeding bulls 
have not reached that point of decrease where it would result in a 
lessened number of pups being born because of a scarcity of bulls, and 
that, with the present regulations in force, this condition can never 
happen. 

COUNTS OF PUPS. 

It has been the yearly practice heretofore to count all the live and 
dead pups on the St. George rookeries and about one-third of the en- 
tire number on the St. Paul rookeries, with a view of establishing a 
correct idea of the increase or decrease in seal life. This counting has 
been done as near July 31 as possible. 

It was the intention last summer to carry out this plan as usual* 
The aspect of affairs, however, was suddenly changed by the arrival 
around St. Paul Island of a large fleet of Japanese sealing schooners, 
operating so close to the rookeries as to be constantly in si^ht of land. 
Because of their inmiediate presence it was considered unwise to make 
any disturbance of the rookeries such as would be involved in a count 
of pups, thereby driving the female seals into the water to be killed 
by the pelagic sealers. The usual count of pups, therefore, on St. 
Paul Island was omitted last summer. 

Previous to the date of the first raid on the St. Paul rookeries, 
July 16, the usual daily counts of cows on the various rookeries on 
that island were made. In this way it was demonstrated that a de- 
crease had occurred in the number of cow^ on every rookery counted 
at the height of the season, varying from 10 per cent to 28 per cent. 
In other words, at the time when the greatest number of cows was 
present on land on St. Paul in 1906 the counts showed their numbers 
to be from 10 to 28 per cent less than they were at the same time of 
the preceding season. 

This count of cows present has not been used heretofore as a basis 
for determining the whole number frequenting the rookeries, for the 
reason that all cows are never present on land at one time. It has 
been considered of value merely as establishing the rate of influx dur- 
ing the summer, the determination of the date when the height of the 
season occurs, and matters of that kind. The entire female popula- 
tion of a rookery can be ascertained only by a count of pups, as every 
breeding cow is taken to have a pup on shore. This count should be 
made as soon as possible after the pupping season is over and before 
the pups have learned to swim. By this method the number of adult 
females can be ascertained correctly. 

While beinff less exact than an actual count of pups, by the enumer- 
ation of cows present on certain rookeries on given dates, and the com- 
parison of these counts with those made on similar dates the year pre- 
vious, it can be ascertained with reasonable exactness whether or not 
the herd of cows has decreased or diminished. An accurate idea of 
the rate of this change, however, can be arrived at only by an enu- 
meration of the pups. 
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Both the daily counts of cows and the lessened amount of rookery 
space occupied demonstrate beyond question that a decrease has 
occurred in the number of cows on the St. Paul rookeries. A con- 
servative estimate would place this decrease in the neighborhood of 
20 per cent. The application of this rate of decrease to the number 
of cows present on this island in 1905 (65,884) would show that on 
August 1 last there were 52,700 breeding females on St. Paul. This 
is as close an estimation as it is possible to make without an actual 
coimt of pups. 

Since August 1, however, the seal herd has suffered from the com- 
bined attacks of both the Japanese anji Canadian sealing fleets, with 
a total strength of probably fifty vessels, operating during the months 
of August and September and a portion of the month of October, the 
catch of which represents in the neighborhood of 80 per cent of 
females. The loss from this source was unusually heavy and is not 
included in the numbers above given. It will be apparent on the 
islands in the death of pups from starvation, and reports concerning 
it will not be received until next spring. 

On St. George an actual count was made by Agents Chichester 
and Clark of all pups born on that island last summer, which showed 
11,233 live and 224 dead pups. In 1905 12,699 live and 253 dead 
pups were counted, from which it appears that a decrease on that 
island has occurred in pups born during the year's interval of 
11 per cent. 

Considering the increased activity in pelagic sealing during the 
past summer, an estimate would place the number m the whole 
Pribilof Islands herd of seals at 180,000 animals of all classes. 

DEAD PUPS. 

A careful search was made during the summer for dead pups, with 
a view to determining whether any considerable number of deaths 
resulted before the effects of pelagic sealing became apparent on the 
rookeries througl\ the presence of starved pups, and also the cause 
of death of those found. 

It is known, of course, that on the death of a mother seal the pup 
on shore dies of starvation, as no other female will suckle it. It 
follows, therefore, that for every adult cow killed at sea there is a 
corresponding death of a pup on shore. 

When pelagic sealing was practiced only by vessels^ flying the 
Canadian flag, it was subject to the regulations of the Paris tribunal, 
which forbid seal killing between May 1 and August 1 of each year. 
As from ten to fifteen days are required for a pup to die of starva- 
tion, the effect of sea killing on the new-born pups was not noticed on 
land much before August 15 of each year. Prior to this date, the 
death of pups could not be laid to pelagic sealing and had to be 
ascribed to some other agency. 

Since the advent, however, of the Japanese as a factor in pelagic 
sealing the date when starved pups should be apparent on the 
rookeries has changed. The Japanese, as well as all other nations 
except the United States and Great Britain, are not bound by the 
Paris award, and they are free to engage in pelagic sealing at any 
time without regard to the closed season mentioned in the award. 
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As the Japanese actually commence seal killing in Bering Sea 
previous to the 1st of July, deaths of pups from starvation occur at 
almost any time during that month. 

It is therefore impossible to say at the present time that any mor- 
tality in pups occurring before August 1 must be laid to some other 
source than pelagic sealing, as starved pups, whose mothers have been 
killed at sea, should now be found on the islands at any time during 
the summer. 

Inquiries have been made recently of the Department concerning 
the present effect of uncinaria on the seal pups, and it has been 
strongly intimated by certain persons that uiousands of pups die 
annually from the ravages of this parasite, of which no mention is 
made in the agents' reports. The fact is that uncinaria has not now^, 
nor has had for several years past, any known existence on the 
islands. This statement is justified by actual and careful examina- 
tions during the last three years. 

At the time of the investigations of the Jordan commission in 
1896-97 numbers of dead pups were discovered prior to August 1, 
the cause of the death of which the commission finally ascribed to un- 
cinaria^ an intestinal parasite. 

From the thousands of dead pups found the commission made 345 
dissections in 1897, between the dates of July 25 and September 5, 
which resulted in their ascribing the death of 122 to uncinaria^ 177 
to starvation, and 46 to other causes. Large numbers of these dead 
pups were found on the flat or sandy areas forming portions of the 
rookeries of Tolstoi and Zapadni, and on those areas the commission 
determined that uncinaria was specially deadly. They inferred that 
the ovum or embryo of the parasite was deposited in the sands or on 
the surface of these flat areas through the feces of adult seals, and 
were picked up on the fur of the mother during the breeding season. 
They were then nursed in by the pup and, lodging in its intestines, 
there developed and found its host, causing death from anaemia. 

It was claimed by the commission that uncinaria was actively an 
agent of death only on these flat areas. On the rocky beaches the 
ova were washed down between the interstices of the rocks and dis- 
appeared. The effect of this deadly parasite, therefore, must be looked 
for only on the flat areas. 

The conditions which were noted by the commission in 1896-97 
were probablv abnormal. Since that time there has been observed no 
unusual number of dead pups on the ayeas described. The report of 
the commission states that dead pups were so numerous as to be 
thrown up in windrows on the sands of English Bay by a storm. 
Nothing of this character has occurred since. 

Whatever may have been the effect from this parasite in former 
years, the fact stands that for several years past neither of the areas 
which have been mentioned as being heavily impregnated with un- 
cinaria was occupied by seals. This is due to the shrinkage in the 
numbers of the herd and the consequent contraction of the space occu- 
pied. The flat stretch and gullies on Zapadni, known as the " death 
trap," where so many uncinari§,ted pups were found by the Jordan 
commission, do not contain seals at the present time. The seals on 
this, as on other rookeries, resort to the rocky beach. On Tolstoi the 
sand flat could be traversed almost at will at any time during the past 
season. 
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The statement that uncinaria has no known existence on the islands 
at the present time is predicated mainly on the fact that during the 
past summer Mr. M. C. Marsh, of the Bureau of Fisheries, an 
expert microscopist, in connection with the agents, made a careful 
search for dead pups, with a view of determining the causes of mor- 
tality. On Zapadni, as before stated, no pups were found on the area 
indicated by Doctor Jordan as being heavily infected. On Tolstoi a 
few sparse harems overlapped the sandy area from the beach line, but 
the number of seals thereon was small, and an observer at any time 
during the summer could have walked over the sand flat on that rook- 
ery. Agent Judge, in company with Mr. Marsh, visited the Tolstoi 
flat on several occasions with a view of determining the presence of 
dead pups and of ascertaining the cause of death or any found. On 
July 3 these gentlemen found a number of cows at the northern end of 
the area in charge of three bulls. About one-third of these cows were 
on the flat, while the remainder were on the rocky beach slope. In 
order to ascertain whether any dead pups were among these cows, 
they purposely stampeded them and drove nearly all into the water. 
On the rookery space vacated Mr. Judge countea 140 live pups, but 
found no dead. About 100 of these pups were on the sand. None 'of 
them showed signs of illness and when aroused, if sleeping, evinced 
abundant spirit. 

On July 4 Mr. Marsh obtained a dead pup on the Beef. On autopsy 
its lungs were found crushed, indicating trampling. On several other 
occasions dead pups were found by either Mr. Judge, Mr. Marsh, or 
myself on other rookeries which, upon dissection, showed that they 
were either stillborn or had died immediately after birth. In these 
cases either the entire placenta or a portion of the umbilical cord still 
adhered. 

During the summer I took photographs of the gully on Zapadni to 
show that no seals were present thereon. Further examinations of 
dead pups during the period of my stay on the islands were not made, 
solely for the reason that no specimens other than those already men- 
tioned could be found. 

In addition, Mr. Marsh examined a number of specimens of feces of 
adult seals under the microscope and could find no ova of uncinaria 
therein. 

After July 16 the presence of so many sealing schooners in sight of 
the island made any disturbance of the seals on land decidedly unwise, 
and all counting or examination of the rookeries of such a nature as to 
drive the seals from land were discontinued. This is specially re- 
gretted, as it was contemplated to complete this examination by mak- 
ing a thorough count of all dead pups on the rookeries on or about 
August 1, and to examine enough of them to determine whether or not 
uncinaria caused the death of any of them. 

It can be stated, however, from such examination as could be made 
this summer, that uncinaria has no known existence on the islands, 
and that, if it is present at all, its effects are so slight as to form an 
inconsiderable feature in the death rate among pups. 

PELAGIC SEALING. 

Probably never in the history of the seal islands has the fur-seal 
herd suffered such a heavy blow as that which resulted from the oper- 
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ations of the pelagic sealing fleet during the past summer. This fleet 
consisted approximately of 15 Canadian ana 30 Japanese schooners. 

The Canadian sealers, by the provisions of the " Psltis award," are 
prohibited from killing seals in Bering Sea at any time with firearms, 
and are forced to observe a closed season between May 1 and July 81 
of each year. They are required also to operate outeide of a closed 
zone with a radius of 60 miles about the Pribilof Islands, inside 
of which killing of seals is forbidden. 

No restrictions of this character, however, govern the Japanese 
vessels, so that in the open ocean they may take seals at any time and 
by any means. During the greater portion of the summer this latter 
fleet surrounded St. Paul Island, killing seals just outside the three- 
mile territorial limit. In some instances these vessels entered this 
limit, killing seals in violation of our laws. They even made a de- 
termined raid on the breeding rookeries themselves, in which the 
crews of four vessels apparently acted in concert. 

The tatter incident may be stated briefly as follows : 

On the morning of July 16 a boat's crew of 6 Japanese landed at 
Northeast Point Rookery, St. Paul Island, armed with a full equip- 
ment of clubs and other j>araphernalia for seal killing, and were ar- 
rested by the agents of this Department and the native guard before 
the marauders were able to kill any seals. 

On the morning of July 17 a boat's crew of 3 Japanese, attempting 
to land with firearms on the same rookery, were arrested by the na- 
tive guard and when escaping were fired upon and 2 of the boat's oc- 
cupants killed and the third wounded. 

' On the evening of the same day a Japanese schooner, the same one 
which the morninff previous had landed a boat's crew, anchored 
within 300 yards of the same rookery under cover of a dense fog and, 
landing its crew by means of small boats, succeeded in killing about 
186 breeding seals, all but 2 of which were females in milk, and in 
securing the skins of about 120. Upon discovery by the agents and 
the native guard they attempted to escape with their plunder and, 
refusing to halt and submit to arrest, were fired upon by the native 

Suard and 1 boat captured, containing 6 Japanese, 1 of whom was 
ead and 1 wounded. The body of another floated in the water and 
was not recovered by the boats, while the body of another is believed 
to have been thrown overboard from the schooner upon the return of 
the boats thereto. In this engagement the agents and the native 
guards were subjected to rifle fire from the deck of the schooner, with- 
out, however, any casualty. 

In this latter raid the party landed in 6 boats and consisted of at 
least 25 men. The native guard numbered about 15 men, only 6 of 
whom were armed. The agents were not armed. While only 1 of the 
boats was constrained to return to shore, several others could have 
been captured had the guard on shore been sufficiently equipped to 
have taken care of prisoners largely in excess of their own number. 

In addition to the raids noted above and while they were in prog- 
ress, on July 17, an attempt to land under cover of the fog was made 
at Zapadni Rookery, 14 miles away from Northeast Point, by 3 boats 
containing probably 18 men from another schooner. Upon discovery 
the native guard at that point, consisting of only 2 men, at once opened 
fire and continued firing until the boats retreated and were lost in the 
fog. On July 16, the day previous, a schooner was observed so close 
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to Otter Island, which is 8 miles from St. Paul and uninhabited, as 
to make it very probable that a landing was made there. As this is- 
land does not contain a breeding rookery and is frequented at this sea- 
son by only a few male seals, no practical damage from a raid there 
could result. On August 8 this island was again visited by a schooTi(>>r 
and 3 boats' crews were seen to land there. 

While no further attempts were made to land on the island sealing 
schooners were seen almost daily oflf St. Paul, sometimes close to shore. 
On quite a few occasions small boats were seen inside the 3-mile limit. 
On August 1, 2, and 3, during a dense fog, shotgun firing from small 
boats was heard continuously close to land. An occasional lifting of 
the fog would show the presence of both schooners and small boats 
close to the rookeries. On August 23 seven schooners were visible 
from the island at one time. From their action it would appear that 
the schooners took advantage of every foggy day to approach quite 
close to the island, while on clear days they kept outside the territorial 
3-mile limit. 

'The 12 prisoners captured on St. Paul were taken to Unalaska by 
the U. S. S. McCulloch and, after being left there a week in the cus- 
tody of the United States deputv marshal while the revenue cutter 
took coal and returned to the island, were again taken aboard and 
transported to Kodiak, where they were formally committed before 
United States Commissioner Kelsey. They were sent thence by the 
mail steamer Dora to Valdez, where they were indicted. Five of the 
prisoners pleaded guilty of having killed seals. Six others were con- 
victed of an attempt to kill seals, while the remaining prisoner, after 
a trial in which the jury failed to agree, pleaded guifty to the charge 
of killing seals, and all were, sentenced by United States District 
Judge Royal A. Gunnison to three months' imprisonment in the 
United States jail at Valdez. At the expiration of their sentences 
all the prisoners were deported to Japan. 

Notwithstanding the presence of so many Japanese schooners in 
the close vicinity of the islands, no actual attempts were made by them 
to raid the rookeries on St. George Island. One schooner, however, 
after having approached the St. George village landing the previous 
day, sent several boats ashore on September 5 at Garden Cove. Upon 
discovery Agent Chichester and a native guard proceeded to the cove 
and found only 1 man from the schooner ashore. On the approach of 
Agent Chichester's party this man, a Japanese, hailed the ship, which 
was close inshore, asking the captain oi the schooner to come to the 
beach. The latter in a small boat manned by 3 sailors came ashore in 
response to the hail, and all were placed under arrest with the man 
already ashore. The captain stated to Mr. Chichester that previous to 
this several of his boats had landed and taken water and ballast from 
the shore to the schooner. 

These prisoners were taken by the revenue cutter Perry to Un- 
alaska, and thence by the Dora to Valdez. Upon arrival tnere, and 
after examination of prisoners and witnesses by the United States 
attorney, they were released for the reason that that portion of the 
Revised Statutes which they violated (section 1959), which forbids 
landing on the islands witnout a permit, unfortunately carried no 
penalty other than summary removal from the islands. 

It is the fixed belief of both Agents Chichester and Clark, who 
were present on the island and supervised the capture of these pris- 



80 BEPOBTS RELATING TO ALASKAN SEAL FISHEBIES. 

oners, that had the vessel been allowed to remain undisturbed and her 
crew permitted to land on the island at will a serious raid on the 
rookeries would have resulted. The boats from this schooner landed 
within 2 miles of East Rookery and 3 miles of Zapadni Rookery, 
both of which contained larse numbers of breeding seals. 

Aside from the determined raids made upon the breeding rookeries 
themselves, the continued killing of seals around the islands during 
the summer within a few miles of where they breed caused an im- 
mense loss of seal life. Falling, as it does, on a herd already de- 
pleted to a minimum, there is little question that another year or two 
of such killing will result in the commercial extermination of the 
species. 

I Incomplete returns from Victoria show that the spring catch of 
<that fleet was 1,439 skins. I have not at hand at the present time 
any official statement showing what was the Canadian summer catch 
in Bering Sea. Their catch, however, can be best judged by the re- 
port of the London trade sales this winter, which show that 20,216 
Pribilof sealskins, known to the trade as " Northwest coast " skins, 
were offered for sale by the Canadian sealing company. A rough 
estimate made by the consular agent at Hakodate places the Japanese 
summer catch from the Pribilof herd at 7,000. This latter estimate 
undoubtedly is too low, but, accepting these figures as complete, it 
would show the pelagic catch from the Pribilof herd for 1906 to have 
been 27,216, as opposed to a land catch by the lessee of only 14,476. 
This means that twice as many sealskins were taken in the water by 
pelagic hunters as were secured on land by the lessee under Govern- 
ment supervision. It indicates also that the " monopoly " enjoyed by 
the lessee of the sealing right on the Pribilofs in effect is merely 
nominal. 

In contrasting the land and sea catches it must be remembered that, 
while the former represents the maximum of animals slain to secure 
the skins in the catch, the take of skins in the sea indicates on a fair 
average only one- fourth of the animals slain to secure it. Indeed, it 
was stated to Mr. Judge last summer by a Japanese castaway that 
7 out of every 10 seals shot in the water sink before the boats reach 
them. 

In a day's hunting a boat's crew probably fires on 10 seals for every 
one brought into the boat. Some of these are killed and immediately 
sink. Others are wounded, some superficially, others fatally. As 
the head of the seal, with its very thin skull, is usually the only por- 
tion of the animal exposed when the hunter fires, and as all sealers 
use heavy buckshot, it is more than probable that if the animal is 
shot and escapes it has received a dangerous or a fatal wound. 

An instance in support of this came under my notice this summer. 
At Northeast Point on the morning of July 17 the watchmen heard 
almost incessant shotgun firing in the fog very close to shore. After 
this had continued for some minutes 1 of the boats landed and was 
captured. It contained the body of only 1 seal. Had all of the shots 
fired resulted in the. capture of a seal the boat would have been 
swamped. 

Aside from the great loss in seals which are shot and not recover- 
able, it must be remembered that nearly 80 per cent of all seals taken 
in Bering Sea are pregnant females having nursing pups ashore, 
which die of starvation after the loss of the mother. The death of 
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each pregnant female, therefore, means the loss of 3 lives to the herd, 
in addition to the great waste incident to the nonrecovery of seals 
shot in the water, which has just been referred to. 

In view of the facts just mentioned, it may fairly be believed that 
the catch of 27,216 skins by the pelagic fleets in 1907 represents a 
loss to the herd of upward of 75,000 animals. They show that to 
secure 27,000 skins on land only that number of animals need be 
killed, and they surplus males which can be spared without injury, 
-while to secure 27,000 skins in the water practically 75,000 animals 
must be slaughtered. Stronger proof of the destructiveness of this 
practice and of the certainty and rapidity with which it reduces the 
herd can not be given. 

The unexpected loss of so many breeding seals from the herd this 
summer shows plainly the necessity for speedy action on the part 
of this Government if it would preserve from extinction this val- 
uable ahd interesting species. Since 1870 this Government has re- 
ceived as revenue from the royalty on sealskins the sum of $9,022,- 
070.42. Under the present contract with the North American Com- 
mercial Company it receives $10.22^ for each sealskin taken and 
shipped from the islands. With pelagic sealing abolished, it is esti- 
mated that in ten years thereafter the Government will receive in 
royalty the sum of at least $250,000 per annum, which will be in- 
creased as the seals become more plentiful, with a strong probability 
that even during the period mentioned the income will be greater 
than stated. Even with the herd in its present depleted condition, 
the Government will receive for the 14,476 skins taken in 1906 the 
sum of $148,017.10. ^ 

Aside from the commercial aspect of the situation, there is the 
higher one of preserving from extinction this most interesting species 
of wild animals. From a humane standpoint, if from no other, this 
Government should exert every effort to save to the world the fur 
seal, which otherwise will be numbered soon among the buffalo and 
other practically extinct species. 

The preservation and increase of the seal herd can be accomplished 
only by the stoppage of pelagic sealing. The most drastic measures 
to preserve and increase the seals will be ineffective so long as this 
. practice continues. In view of the wanton waste of life which attends 
the hunting in the open sea, it would seem that this Government may 
at any time properly request the cooperation of other nations with 
the purpose of obtaining a cessation or the practice. 

As the result of overtures made by this Government to the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain a tribunal of arbitration wns convened at 
Paris in 1892, which made an award commonly known as the Paris 
award. This award embodied regulations which pre^^cribed a zone 
of 60 miles around the Pribilof Islands in which pelagic sealing was 
prohibited altogether, and a closed season from May 1 to July 31 of 
each year, during which seal hunting in the sea was to be discon- 
tinued by both nations. The award also forbids the use of firearms 
in Bering Sea and provides for a reopening of the question by mutual 
consent at the end of five years. 

Experience has shown that the 60-mile zone around the islands is 
wholly ineffective in protecting the breeding females from slaughter 
as they pass to and from the islands to their feeding grounds, as the 
females have been ascertained to go at least 150 miles to the south- 



82 BEPOBTS BEIiATING TO ALASKAN SEAL FISHERIES. 

ward of the islands to feed. While these regulations undoubtedly 
have had the effect of checking in a measure tne rate of destruction, 
they have been wholly ineffective in preventing the steady decrease 
in the numbers of the herd, which is the cause of this Government's 
anxiety in the matter. An effort to reopen the question before the 
high joint commission in 1897 was frustrated by the intervention of 
the Alaska boundary dispute. 

At the time this award was made the United States and Great 
Britain were the only nations whose vessels engaged in pelagic seal- 
ing. Since that time the United States, by act of Congress, has for- 
bidden her citizens to hunt seals in the water. Since that time, how^- 
ever, the subjects of Japan, aided by a substantial subsidy from their 
Government, have be^n killing seals at sea and have followed it 
up with increasing vigor until now their fleet numbers 30 vessels, 
twice as many as now compose the Canadian fleet. These Japanese 
hunters, being unhampered by any regulation of their methods of 
killing seals in the water, absolutely nullify any beneficial effect the 
Paris award regulations may have had prior to the advent of the 
Japanese as a factor in pelagic sealing. 

It can be seen, therefore, that, notwithstanding the efforts of this 
Government to obtain some satisfactory settlement of this question 
along diplomatic lines, no agreement has been reached and the re- 
duction of the seal herd has continued steadily. It must be remem- 
bered also that the Paris award, inadequate as it has been shown to 
be, binds only this country and Great Britain and is ineffective as 
regards Japan or any other nation. 

Considermg the steady decrease in the seal herd, which has oc- 
curred each year since the commencement of pelagic sealing, together 
with the futility of the measures provided by the Paris award and 
the unusual and deadly menace involved in the operations of the 
Japanese pelagic fleet during the past summer, I urgently recommend 
that strong efi&rts be made to secure the abandonment oi the practice 
of pelagic sealing through international agreement, which at least 
shall bind all nations having seaports on the Pacific. 

ROOKERY NUMBERS. 

The numbers painted in 1897 on rocks by the surveying party of 
the United States Coast and Geodetic Sur,vey, to mark the approxi- 
mate boundaries of the various rookeries on the islands, have been 
renewed from year to year by the agents and are perfectly preserved 
at the present time. It is a fact, however, owing to the contraction 
of the area occupied by a fast diminishing herd, that these numbers 
serve little or no purpose in enumerations of seal life at the present 
time. On rookery stretches lying under abrupt cliffs, where at any 
time little expansion was possible, the numbers approach closely to 
the breeding seals at the present time, provided the beach is occupied 
by seals at all. But on the flat areas, which in populous times gave 
place to the vast herd that thronged the rookeries, the shrinkage has 
been so great that the painted numbers are now nowhere near the 
seals. This is specially true of the Eeef , Zapadni, and Tolstoi. On 
Zapadni, in particular, these numbers are so far back that a person 
standing near the seals as they are to-day would have ffreat diffi- 
culty in locating the numbers which in 1897 were placed to mark 
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the rookery space occupied. Notwithstanding this, these numbers 
have been carefully preserved and will serve, if for no other purpose, 
to show approximately the limits of the breeding rookeries at the 
time Tvhen the numbers were first located. 

The same may be said also of certain arbitrary marks and crosses 
painted on rocks by Mr. C. H. Townsend when making investigations 
on the islands under the United States Fish Commission. These 
crosses and other marks are carefully renewed with white paint each 
spring. 

There are certain rookeries on both islands the harems on which 
have to be counted from the cliffs above. As only portions of the 
rookery can be viewed at one time, it was formerly dimcult in moving 
from place to place on the cliff to determine the point where the 
previous count had ended and where the next count should begin. 
This has been simplified by dividing the rookery space into sections 
by means of broad lines painted in white on the rocks. By counting 
the seals in each section separately no confusion is encountered, and 
the count thereby is made accurate. Tolstoi and Tolstoi Cliffs 
rookeries on St. Paul and East Rookery on St. George have been 
so treated. 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF*ROOKERIES. 

« 

In 1906, as in 1905, the rookeries were photographed « by myself on 
St. Paul and by Mr. Chichester on St. George. To make these photo- 
graphs of the most value they were taken wherever possible from the 
same stations as those taken by Townsend and Miller in 1895, thereby 
allowing a comparison to be made of the aspect of the rookeries at 
that time with that of the present day, after a lapse of eleven years. 

In view of my early departure from the islands last summer, as a 
result of the Japanese raid, Mr. Judge completed the photographing 
of St. Paul by making exposures on Reef, Gorbatch, Ardiguen, and 
Zapadni. 

The seal rookeries are now so much smaller that photographs taken 
from the stations used by Messrs. Townsend and Miller in 1895 
give an inadequate idea of the present breeding grounds. Mr. 
Chichester on St. George has established a number of new stations, 
from which to better show the condition of the rookeries to-day. 
On St. Paul also, wherever possible, new stations were selected for 
the same reason. 

NATm: CENSUS. 

The censuses taken on both islands June 30, 1906, show 168 native 
residents on St. Paul and 91 on St. George, or a total of 259 for both 
islands. This represents a net increase during the year of 4 indi- 
viduals for St. Paul and 2 for St. George. On St. Paul there were 
10 births and 6 deaths and on St. George there were 6 births, 2 deaths, 
and 2 removals to the Jesse Lee Home, at Unalaska. The detailed 
censuses are herewith submitted as exhibits. 



« Photographs not printeil. 
39722— S. Doc. 376, 60-1 3 
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natives' EAKNINGSl 



On St. Paul there was divided among the native sealers at the 
close of the season of 1906, for taking 12,536 sealskins, at 75 cents 
each, the sum of $9,402. On St. George, for taking 1,940 sealskins 
in 1906, the natives received $1,455, and for taking 456 blue-fox skins, 
at $5 each, and 11 white-fox skins, at $1 each, the sum of $2,291. 
No fox skins were taken on St. Paul. These amounts were available 
for natives' support during the past winter and were disbursable by 
means of orders drawn on the company by the Government agente 
for necessary supplies to the native families. 

GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATION. 

In addition to the amounts already detailed as available for natives' 
support from their earnings in taking skins, the Government appro- 
priation of $19,500 for the fiscal year 1907 was apportioned to the 
two islands, at the rate of $8,500 for St. Paul and $5,300 for St. 
George. The remainder of the appropriation, namely, $5,700, was 
reserved for the purchase of 285 tons of coal, to be delivered in June. 
1907. 

PERFORMANCE OF CONIKACT BY LESSEE. 

During the past year the lessee satisfactorily performed the obli- 
gations of its contract with the Government. Schools with compe- 
tent teachers were maintained on both islands for the native children 
during eight months of the jear. A physician and medical supplies 
were also furnished on each island durmg the entire vear without cost 
to the natives. Such widows and orphans and aged and infirm per- 
sons as were unable to provide for themselves were furnished with the 
necessaries of life in sufficient quantity by the lessee, which also pro- 
vided dwellings for the entire native population and kept the same 
in repair, and furnished such quantity or salt salmon, salt, and bar- 
rels for preserving meat as were required by the natives. It also 
delivered the 80 tons of coal called for by the contract. 

FOXES. 

The fox catch on St. George during the past winter, amounting to 
456 blues and 11 whites, was a gratifying increase over the number 
taken the previous winter, namely, 258 blues and 10 whites. During 
the past several years great attention has been paid by the Govern- 
ment agents on St. George to the feeding of foxes, every effort being 
made to furnish them with as large a supply of food as possible. 
This undoubtedly has had the effect of increasing the number of ani- 
mals in the herd and, as well, the number in the catch. A report by 
Agent Chichester, who had charge of St. George last winter, may be 
found appended as an exhibit, in which the condition of the fox herd 
on that island is gone into in detail. 

On St. Paul an increased number of foxes was noted on the island 
during the past summer and the winter previous. It would seem 
from this that the foxes on St. Paul are ^adually recovering from 
the effects of the disastrous epidemic which occurred several years 
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ago, in which ahnost all the foxes on St. Paul and a large number on 
St. George perished. It is possible that during the winter of 1906"7 
a small number of foxes will be taken on St. Paul by Agent Judge. 

DAILY FIELD NOTES. 

During the past summer Agent Judge and myself kept, as usual, 
a daily record of our observations of seal life. In the belief that 
this may be of some value in arriving at a correct understanding 
of the present conditions on St. Paul Island, a transcript of such is 
"subjoined to this report. It must be remembered that these notes 
v^ere not made for the purpose of publication, but for our own usfe, 
and were hastily jotted down without amplification.'* 

I desire to express my great appreciation of the services of the 
natives in guarding the rookeries and in repelling raids on the same 
during the past summer. None could have been more faithful or 
determined in performing that service. The agents of the lessee also 
rendered assistance by furnishing their teams gratis in transporting 
tlie guard from place to place, and by providing medical attendance, 
houses, and provisions lor the prisoners during their stay on the 
islands. 

Respectfully, W. I. Lembkey, 

Agent in Charge of Seal Fisheries. 

The Secretary of Commerce and Labor. 



•The dally field notes were submitted as Exhibit 1 to the report, but were 

omitted In printing. 
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Exhibit 3. — Statistics ofhUlingSj St. Paul, season of 1906. 





Date. 


Killed. 


Nu 
Not branded. 


imberd 


Ismiflse 
rands. 


d. 
1904 brands. 


• 

Total 
drlyen. 




Rookery. 


Newb 


Per 

cent 




Small. 

37 

86 

72 

122 

9 

97 

34 

107 

6 

1 

266 

136 

184 

243 

212 

160 

6 

110 

19 

163 

67 

203 


Laige. 

61 

176 

179 

136 

61 

163 

42 

70 

4 

30 

77 

31 

60 

34 

37 

31 

6 

8 

. 32 

46 

36 

18 


Two 
years. 

1 

1 

186 

110 

11 

20 

4 

42 

3 

2 

3? 

30 

62 

32 

86 

64 

3 

4 

7 

60 
26 
11 


Three 
years. 


Four 
years. 


Five 
years. 


Irflled. 


7ft.p^Tll 


1906. 
June. 23 
June 26 
June 27 
June 28 
June 29 
June 30 
July 2 
... .do ... 


183 
468 
467 
488 
167 
666 
114 
471 
14 
36 
847 
412 
719 
670 
836 
464 
27 
248 
113 
392 
302 
396 

63 
483 
296 
666 
426 
122 
316 
246 

37 


26 
4 

86 

68 

9 

16 

1 

33 
1 
1 

16 
22 
30 
14 
69 
28 
2 
12 
11 
36 
22 
20 


2 

16 

3 

2 

14 

. 1 


4 
16 

a 

4 

8' 

3* 


314 
766 
964 
918 
249 
883 
196 
726 
27 
76 

1,230 
644 

1,088 
996 

1,236 
728 
42 
382 
186 
686 
463 
666 


68 


Northeast Point 


61 


Reef 


46 


7jKn§Lii-n] , . . , 


63 


Halfway Point 


67 


Northeast Point 


63 


Tolstoi 


58 


Reef 


64 


ZATifl^nl 


July 3 
July 6 
July 6 
July 7 
July 9 
July 11 
July 13 
July 14 
July 16 
July 16 
July 17 
July 19 
July 20 
July 22 

....do ... 


51 


Polovtna 


2* 

3 

1 

4' 

1 


6 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 


48 


Northeast Point 


68 


Reef 


63 


Zap^dnl 


69 


Northeast Point 


67 


Reef and Gorbatoh 

7fl.pAdT^l , 


67 

63 


HfQfway Point 


64 


Northeast Point 






6S 


Tolstoi. 


i 


3 


60 


Reef 


67 


Zapft^nf 


1 

5 


4* 


66 


No'rtheast Point 

Northeast Point (kiUed 
by Japanese July 17, 


60 


Reef and Oorbatch 


July 24 
July 26 
July 27 
July 28 
.... do ... 


466 

248 

347 

278 

46 

189 

89 

10 


62 
61 
111 
37 
17 
42 
62 
19 


61 
46 
42 
42 
17 
34 
6 
2 


44 

29 
20 
45 
12 
22 
9 
8 


9 
3 
6 
2 


6 
4* 


1,101 
683 

1,095 
829 
214 
604 
403 
76 


43 
43 


Northeast Point 


51 


Reef and Gorbatoh 

Tolstoi 


51 
57 


Zapadni 


July 30 

July 31 

....< .. . 


'••••■•• 


1 
2 


52 


Northeast Point 


61 


Polovlna 


48 












Total. 


10,942 


3,980 


1,707 


1,012 


693 


76 


71 


18,411 


59 









Exhibit 4. — Classification of large seals dismissed, St. Paul, season of 1906. 



Rookery. 



Zapadni 

Northeast Point. . . 

Reef 

Zapadni 

Halfway Point 

Northeast Point . . . 

Tolstoi 

Reef 

Zapadni 

Polovina 

Northeast Point. . . 

Reef 

Zapadni 

Northeast Point. . . 

Reef 

Zapadni 

Halfway Point 

Northeast Point . . . 

Tolstoi 

Reef 

Zapadni 

Northeast Point. .. 
Reef and Gorbatch. 

Zapadni 

Northeast Point. . . 
Reef and Gorbatoh. 

Tolstoi 

Zapadni 

Northeast Point. . . 
Polovina 



Date. 



3 
6 
6 
7 
9 



Total. 



1906. 
June 23 
June 26 
June 27 
June 28 
June 29 
June 30 
July 2 

GO. . 

July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 11 
July 13 
July 14 
July 16 
July 16 
July 17 
July 19 
July 20 
July 22 
July 24 
July 26 
July 27 
July 28 

do.. 

July 30 

July 31 

do .. 



Four 


Five 


years. 


years. 


20 


17 


87 


43 


116 


41 


98 


24 


27 


17 


100 


30 


21 


8 


42 


20 


12 


U 


52 


8 


23 


4 


36 


6 


24 


7 


28 


1 


26 


4 


3 


1 


6 


1 


20 


6 


24 


8 


23 


11 


16 


2 


31 


15 


37 


20 


46 


20 


18 


13 


8 


5 


26 


13 


27 


14 


6 


13 


1,001 


383 



Six 
years. 



21 
32 
22 
10 
7 

22 
3 
3 
1 
6 
12 
4 
7 
3 
5 
1 
1 
1 
6 
6 
2 



Seven 
years. 



3 
14 



4 
22 
4 
1 
4 
3 



213 



11 
10 
5 
3 
1 
6 



1 
"2 



1 

"i2 



72 



Eight 

and 

over. 



Total. 



11 
2 
3 



8 



38 



61 

176 

179 

136 

51 

163 

42 

70 

4 

30 

77 

31 

50 

34 

37 

31 

5 

8 

32 

45 

36 

18 

52 

61 

111 

37 

17 

42 

52 

19 

1,707 
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ExmsiT 5, — Counts of breeding rookeries , 8t. Faul, season of 1906. 

AMPHITHEATER OF KETOVI. 



May 8 
14 
23 

June 6 
7 
9 
11 
12 
13 
15 
17 
19 



Date. 


Bulls. 


Quit- 
ters. 


Har 
rems. 


Cows. 


Date. 


May 14 


1 
2 
5 
5 
6 
6 
6 
7 
4 
5 
5 
6 








June 23 


23 




.....••.i.. ...... 


25.., 


June 6 




1 


26 


7 








27 


9 








30 


11 


1 
1 






July 2 


12 






I::::::::: 


13 






6 


16 


3 
3 
2 
2 






8 


17 






11 


19 


! 


13 


21 


1 


1 


23 







Bulls. 


Quit- 
ters. 


Har 
rHins. 


Cows. 


• 

6 
7 
7 
8 
8 
8 
8 
9 
9 
9 
7 
10 


3 

1 
1 

i' 

i* 

i* 

1 


2 
5 
5 
7 

7 
7 
8 
9 
9 
9 
7 
10 


2 

6 

9 

16 

37 

58 

104 

145 

173 

201 

176 

104 



LUKANIN. 



1 

5 
14 
32 
32 
33 
35 
35 
33 
33 
35 
37 
































2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 










1. 


1 


i 

3 
5 


1 
3 
6 



June 21 

23 

25 

26 

27 

30 

July 2 

4 

6 

8 

11 

13 



KETOVI EXCLUSIVE OF AMPHITHEATER. 



May 23 


4 
26 
27 
24 
24 
24 
25 
22 
26 
28 
29 
27 




1 
........t........i 


.tiinn TH , 


Jtme 6 ., 




:::::. ..i::::.:..i 


26 


7 




........'........ 


27 


9 


9 
9 
9 
8 
12 
8^ 
3 
7 
9 


1 


30 


11 


1 


July 2 


12 


1 


4..::::. 


13 


........^.. ...... 


6 


15 


' 


8 


17 






11 


19 


1 

8 
12 


1 

8 
16 

1 


13 


21 


23 


23 





LAGOON. 



June 11 

. .14 

.17 

!.^ 27 



i 

! 15 


4 
3 
2 
2 






15 






18 




1 


19 


ii 


42 



July 3 

9 

12 

14 



37 


2 


9 


34 


5 


14 


36 


3 


13 


35 


1 


15 


36 


3 


18 


35 


4 


21 


36 


2 


26 


37 


2 


31 


36 


2 


32 


36 


2 


82 


38 




35 


88 


2 


36 



33 
35 

^ 
37 

35 

37 

39 

41 

45 

43 

46 


3| 


2 . 


1 i 


1 1 


7 1 


4 ' 


6 


5 i 


4 : 


3 1 


2 





21 
27 
28 
30 
31 
27 
34 
35 
40 
40 
44 



19 


4 


13 


23 




20 


23 


1 


23 


22 


1 


21 



18 

81 

58 

88 

111 

226 

278 

487 

674 

849 

921 

866 



37 

49 

85 

180 

281 

434 

651 

846 

1,028 

950 

765 



177 
365 
450 
440 



TOLSTOI. 



May 2 


2 

1 

9 

85 








June 14 


90 

99 

105 

112 




1 


6 

13 

104 

112 


6 


^ 4 








17 


18 


-^ " 20 








July 12 




jiiTifi n , 


1 






^14 




h* ' 











TOLSTOI CLIFFS. 



June 11 r , - 


23 
24 
26 
32 


3 

4 
2 

1 




I 


July 3 

12 

14 


...1 32 

...1 33 

34 


2 
2 
1 


26 
32 
32 


384 


14 






813 


17 


2 
23 


2 
105 


788 


27 





42 
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Exhibit 7. 

St. Paul Island, Alaska, July 27, 1906. 

Dear Mr. Judge: In view of the fact that several schooners are hanging ofE^the 
islands, I suggest that the count of dead pups and other counts required by uie regu- 
lations be made without disturbing the rookeries any more than is necessary. Under 
no circumstances do I think the cows should be driven off the rookeries. 

Respectfully, Edwin W. Sims. 



Exhibit 8. — Census of dead pup seals, St. Paul Island, Alaska, 1905. 



Date of 
count. 


• 

Rookery. 


Dead 
pups. 


Rnmarka. 


Oct. 17 


■iretf>v* flfTid T'likft'iip r ^ .... 


143 

15 

65 

45 

8 

163 

13 

407 

366 

200 

147 

14 

473 




17 


La foon '. 




19 


Po 0"V1tiA. ....a,...., . ■. . 




19 


PoioviTia n]«T« . . , , . ; , 




19 


Little Polovlna 




24 


Gorbatch 


. 


24 


Ardiguen 




25 


The Reef 


Rainy. 


26 


Tolstoi 


Light rain. ' 


26 


Zaptidni 


1 


26 


T.ittlA 7ApivilTi1 . 




26 


Zapadni tteef 




27 


Northeast Point 






Total, 






2,048 











Respectfully, 



Ezra W. Clark, 
Assistant Agent, in Charge. 



Exhibit 9. — Native census, St. Paul Island, Alaska, year ended June SO, 1906. 



No. of 
family. 



2 
3 



8 



9 



Name. 



Bogodanof , Nicoli 

Bogodanof , Uleta 

Bogodanof, Agrifina. . 
Burdukofsky, Apollen. 
Burdukofsky, Peter. . . 

Buterin, Karp 

Buterin, Parascovia. . 
Buterin, Constantine. . 
Mazeekin, Wassilisai.. 



Fratis, John 

Fratis, Sandulia 

Fratis, Gabriel 

Galaktionef, Alexander. 
Oalaktionef, Lukeria... 

Galaktionef, Mar^ 

Galaktionef, Matron a. . 
Hanson, Anna 



Family re- 
lation. 




Gromof, Nicoli 

Gromof, Oulianna. 
Stei)etin, Pavla. . . 



Volkof , Tecan 

Stepetin, Elary, jr. 



Kochutin, Jacob 

Kochutin, Alexandra 

Kochutin, Larion 

Mandrigan, Innokenty 

Mandrigan, Nekifer 

Koshevnikof , Paul 

Koshevnikof, Mary 

Koshevnikof, Constantine. 

Kochutin, John 

Kochutin, Claudia 

Kochutin, Nikanor 

Kochutin, Erena , 

Vickilof , Alexander 



Husband . . 
Wife...:... 

Niece 

Father. . . 1 . 

Son 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Son 

Adopted 

daughter. 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Son 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Daughter.. 

St e p*-' 
daughter. 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Adopted 
daughter. 

Orphan 

Adopted 
son. 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Son 

Orphan 

do 

Husband.. 

Wife 

Son 

Husband.. 

Wife 

Son.- 

Daughter. . 

Stepson . . . 



34 
39 
9 
63 
27 
62 
60 
20 
11 

20 

16 

3mos 

34 

29 

4 

3 

6 

38 
36 
14 

13 
5 

64 

44 

13 

14 

10 

22 

32 

1 

36 

26 

6 

3 

8 



Birthplace. 



St. George. 
do 

St. Paul... 
XJnalaska.. 
St. Paul... 

....do 

Unalaska.. 
St. Paul..*. 
....do 

do ..... 

....do..;.. 

....do 

Atka 

St. Paul... 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Attu 

St. Paul... 
....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Unalaska.. 
St. Paul... 

....do 

....do 

....do 

St. George. 
St. Paul... 

....do 

St. Geoige. 
St. Paul... 

do 

do 



Date of birth. 



June 30,1897 
June 6,1863 
Nov. 22,1897 



June 2,1886 
Feb. 10,1895 

June 14,1886 
Nov. 15,1890 
Apr. 7,1906 

Jan. 1,1877 
May 29,1902 
Oct. 17,1908 
Aug. 14,1900 



June 28,1892 

June 12,1893 
July 24,1901 



Mar. 

Feb. 

Apr. 
Feb. 



Aug. 
May 
Sept. 



8,1893 

18,1896 

17,1874 
4,1906 



11,1901 

14,1903 

2,1897 
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Exhibit 5. — Counts of breeding rookeries^ St. Paulf season of 1906 — Continued. 

LITTLE POLOVINA. 



Date. 


Bulls. 


Quit- 
ters. 


Ha- 
rems. 


Cows. 


May 31 


5 

8 
6 






June 11 








16 


2 


i 


1 




1 



Date. 


Bulls. 


Quit- 
ters. 


Ha- 
rems. 


June 28 


10 
10 
12 


i' 


5 

9 

12 


July 5 


13 





Cows. 



60 
246 
441 



NORTHEAST POINT. 



May 6. 
20 
31 



I 



1 

82 

173 



June 25. 
July 16. 




NORTHEAST POINT, EAST SIDE. 



June 25 

29 

July 6, 



13 


1 


3 


3 


13 


2 


9 


15 


14 


2 


13 


92 



July 10. 
16. 




15 
16 



217 



May 5. 
6. 



SEA LION ROCK. 



3 
19 



May 13. 
June 21 . 



5 
54 



ARDIGUEN. 



15 







NORTHEAST POINT, WEST SIDE 


• 

* 




June 25 


15 
18 
20 


2 9 

1 17 
1 18 


9 

87 

339 


July 10 


21 
21 


1 


21 
21 


680 


29..^ 


16 




July 5 


1 









May 8 


1 
2 
10 
11 
10 
11 
11 
11 
12 


( 






20 


~* 




June 6 


1 




8. 


1 




9. 


, 


1^ 


2 1.. 
1 






15. 




16. 


1 


1 


1 


17. 






i 







Date. 



June 21 1 

22 ! 

26. I 

27 

July 1 

4 

6. 

13. 1 

23. I 



Exhibit 6. — Counts ofharemSy St. Pauly 1906. 



July 13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
16 



Rookery. 



Bulls. 



Oorbatch Cliffs. 

Gorbatch 

Ardiguen 

Reef 



Ketovl 

Amphitheater... 

Lukanin 

Little Polovina.. 
Polovina Cliffs. . , 

Polovina 

Zapadni 

Little Zapadni . . 

Zapadni Keel 

Tolstoi 

Tolstoi Cliffs 

Lagoon'. 

Northeast Point . 

Total 



11 


2 


4 


11 


2 


6 


13 




8 


13 




8 


12 




9 


14 




12 


14 




12 


14 




14 


14 




U 




6 

10 

41 

43 

105 

180 

231 

336 



Quitters. 



8 


7 


111 


109 


14 


14 


206 


201 


43 


40 


7 


7 


38 


36 


12 


12 


27 


26 


40 


38 


169 


162 


81 


78 


14 


14 


112 


112 


34 


32 


23 


21 


305 


296 




13 
3 
1 
2 
1 



1,244 



1 


3 


2 


2 


7 


3 


3 












"2 


1 


2 


1 


9 


10 



1,205 



39 



41 



42 
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Exhibit 7. 

St. Paul Island, Alaska, JvJy f 7, 1906. 

Dear Mr. Judge: In view of the fact that several schooners are hanging ofit^the 
islands, I suggest that the count of dead pups and other counts required by tne regu- 
lations be made without disturbing the rookeries any more than is necessary. Under 
no circumstances do I think the cows should be driven off the rookeries. 

Eespectfully, Edwin W. Sims. 



Exhibit 8. — Census of dead pup seals, St. Paul Island, Alaska, 1905. 



Date of 
count. 


Rookery. 


Dead 
pups. 


Remarke. 


Oct. 17 


TTetovl ft"d T.nTcApIp . . . ^ 


143 

15 

65 

45 

8 

153 

13 

407 

365 

200 

147 

14 

473 




17 


Lagoon 




19 


Po ovtrift , 




19 


Po ovina C1i-ff« 




19 


T/ittle PolovlTia , . 




24 


Gorbatch 


, 


24 


Ardiguen 




25 


The Reef 


Rainy. 
Light rain. * 


25 


Tolstoi 


26 


7'Apf^ril 




26 


T.iftlft ZA.pfi'lTil . 




26 


Zapadnl tleef 




27 


Northeast Point 






Total 






2,048 











Respectfully, 



Ezra W. Clark, 
AssistarU AgerU, in Charge. 



Exhibit 9. — Native census, St. Paul Island, Alaska, year ended June SO, 1906. 



No. of 
family. 



2 
3 



Name. 



8 



9 



Bogodanof , Nlcoli 

Bogodanof , Uleta 

Bogodanof, Agrlfina. . 
Burdukofsky, Apollen. 
Burdukofsky, Peter. . . 

Buterin, Karp 

Buterin, Parascovla.. 
Buterin, Constantlne. . 
Mazeekin, Wassillsai.. 



Fratls, John , 

Fratls, Sandulla 

Fratls, Gabriel 

Galaktionef, Alexander. 
Galaktionef, Lukeria... 

Galaktionef, Mar^ 

Galaktionef, Matron a. . 
Hanson, Anna 



Family re- 
lation. 



Age. 



Gromof, Nlcoli 

Gromof, Oulianna. 
Stepetln, Pavla... 



Volkof, Tecan 

Stepetln, Elary, jr. 



Kochutln, Jacob 

Kochutin, Alexandra 

Kochutln, Larion 

Mandrigan, Innokenty 

Mandrigan, Neklfer 

KoshevQlkof , Paul 

Koahevnikof, Mary 

Koshevnikof, Constantlne. 

Kochutin, John 

Kochutln, Claudia 

Kochutin, Nikanor 

Kochutin, Erena , 

Vlckilof , Alexander 



Husband . 
Wife...:.. 

Niece 

Father...: 

Son 

Husband . 

Wife 

Son 

Adopted 

daughter. 

Husband . 

Wife 

Son 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Daughter. . 

St e p- 
daughter. 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Adopted 
dau^ter. 

Orphan 

Adopted 
son. 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Son 

Orphan 

do 

Husband.. 

Wife 

Son 

Husband.. 

Wife 

Son. 

Daughter. . 

Stepson . . . 



34 
39 
9 
53 
27 
52 
50 
20 
11 

20 

16 

3mo8 

34 

29 

4 

3 

6 

38 
36 
14 

13 
5 

54 

44 

13 

14 

10 

22 

32 

1 

35 

26 

5 

3 

8 



Birthplace. 



St. George... 

do :. 

St. Paul 

Unalaska 

St. Paul 

....do 

Unalaska 

St. Paul..'... 
....do 

do ...... 

....do..;.... 

....do 

Atka 

St. Paul 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Attn 

St. Paul 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Unalaska 

St. Paul 

....do 

....do 

....do 

St. George... 

St. Paul 

....do 

St. George... 

St. Paul 

....do : 

....do 



Date of birth. 



June 30,1807 
June 5,1853 
Nov. 22,1887 



June 2,1886 
Feb. 10,1895 

June 14,1886 
Nov. 15,1890 
Apr. 7,1906 

Jan. 1,1877 
May 29,1902 
Oct. 17,1903 
Aug. 14,1900 



June 28,1892 

June 12,1893 
July 24,1901 



Mar. 8,1893 

Feb. 18,1806 

Apr. 17,1874 
Feb. 4,1906 



Aug. 11,1901 
May 14,1903 
Sept. 2,1807 
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Exhibit 9. — Native censuSy St, Paul Island, Alaska^ year ended June SO, 1906 — Con. 



No. of 
family. 

10 
11 



Name. 



12 



13 
14 



15 



16 



17 



18 
19 



20 



21 



22 



23 



24 



25 



26 



27 



Kochutin, Trefan. . 
KocKeigin, Geoige, 
Kocheigm, Agafia . 

Emanof, Mary 

Tetof, Peter 



Kozlof , Michael 

Kozlof , Parascovia 

Serebrinikof, Ripsimia. 

Kozlol, Nicoli 

Kozlof, Alexandra .... 

EIrukof, John 

Krokof, XJleta 

Krokof , Alexandra 

Dlakanof , Andrew 

Krukof, Nicoli 

Krukof , Catherine 

Krukof, Eustinia 

Emanof, Alexia 

Krokof, Metrofan 

Krukof, ^^elegia 

Philimonof, Fekla 



Kushin, Michael 

Kushln, Matrona 

Kushin.Nestor 

Hanson, John 

Kushin, Oulianna 

Hopof, Nekita 

Kushin, Mary 

Melovldov, Alexander. . 

Melovidov, Salome 

Melovldov, Anton 

Melovidov, Alexandra.. 

Melovidov, Alf ai 

Melovidov, Simeon 

Melovidov, Alexandra.. 
Melovidov, Mai^aret. . . 
Melovidov, Christopher. 
Melovidov, Alexander. . 
Melovidov, Simeon, jr. . 
Merculiefl, Alexander. . . 

Meroulleff , Agafia 

Merculieff, Paul 

Merouliefl, Auxenia 

Merculieff, Terenty 

Merculieff, Dorafay 

Merculieff, Paul 

Merculieff, John 

Merculieff, Avdotla 

Merculieff, Serefima 

Nozekof, Simeon 

Nozekof, Ardotia 

Nozekof, Mary 

Kozeroff, Ivanally 

Kozeroff, Alexandra 

Orloff, J. E. (Rev.) 

Orlotf, Nadia 

Orloff, Olga 

Orloff, Nicoli 

Orloff, Alexandra 

Nederazof, Catherine. . . 



Pankof, Parfiri. 
Pankof, Martha. 
Pankof, Vlass... 
Pankof, Mary. . . 



28 



Rookovishnekof, Stepan 

Rookovishnekof, Elizabeth. 
Rookovishnekof, Andrew. . . 

Sedick, Theodore 

Sedick, Innokenty 

Sedick, John 

Kochuten, Karp 

Kochuten, Mary 

Kochuten, Theodore 

Shabolin, Necon. 

Shabolin, Fekla 

Shabolin, Varvara 

Shabolin, Bfatrona 

Shabolin, Daniel 



Family re- 
lation. 



Age. 



Birthplace. 



Widower . . 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Cousin 

Ado p t e d 
son. 

Son 

'Mother 

Cousin 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Husband.. 

Wife 

Daughter. . 

Stepson . . . 

Husband.. 

Wife 

Daughter. . 

Nephew . . . 

Husband . . 

Wlf^ 

Sister-in- 
law. 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Nephew . . . 

do 

Daughter. . 

Bachelor. . . 

Widow 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Son..., 

Daughter. . 

Son 

Husband.. 

Wife 

Daughter. . 

Son 

do 

do 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Son 

Daughter, v 

Son 

do 

Brother... 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Daughter. . 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Daughter. . 

Halfbro... 

Half sister. 

Father 

Daughter. . 

Son...'.'".!! 

Daughter.. 

House- 
keeper. 

Father 

Daughter.. 

Son.. 

Daughter- 
in-law. 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Son 

Father 

Son 

do 

Grandson. . 

Daughter. . 

Son-m-law. 

Husband . . 

Wife 

Daughter. . 

Son...'.'.!!! 



20 
28 
26 
15 

4 

20 
47 
13 
18 
25 
26 
22 
Inf. 
12 
55 
45 
16 
8 
23 
18 
11 

21 
15 
13 
10 
6 mo 
18 
51 
31 
30 
12 

4 

3 
38 
38 
14 
12 
10 

7 

30 

28 

11 

. 10 

3 

1 

16 
20 
33 

2 

29 
31 

8 
18 
13 
48 
14 
16 
12 

9 
48 

43 

8 
18 
19 

25 

19 

1 

58 

21 

9 

1 

19 

18 

39 

36 

8 

6 

3 



St. Paul 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Unalaska. 

St. Paul 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

..,.do 

....do 

Sitka 

Kamschatka.. 

St. Paul 

....do 

....do 

St. George 

do 

St. Paul 

....do........ 

-...do 

do , 

....do ] 

....do 

St. George 

St. Paul 

....do 

do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Akutan 

St. Paul 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

do 

....do 

St! Paul!!!!!! 

St. Michael... 

St. Paul 

Unalaska 

St. Paul 

do 

....do 

....do 

Sitka 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

St. Paul 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

do 

....do 

St. George 

St. Paul 

....do 

....do 



Dateofbinn. 



Oct. 17,1886 
Oct. 12,1877 

June 14.1891 
Mar. 24,1902 

Sept. 24,1B85 

Oct. 10,1802 
Mar. 22)1888 
Jan. 20,1881 
Dec. 28,1880 
July 26,1884 
May 27,1906 



Oct. 15,1899 



Nov. 21,1884 
Nov. 27,1891 
Nov. 7,1892 
Apr. 7,1896 
Deo. 24,1905 
Sept. 27,1888 

Sept. 2,1874 
Aug. 16,1876 
Dec. 13,1803 
Feb. 13,1902 
June 13,1903 



Mar. 
Aug. 
May 
June 
Aug. 
May 
July 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Feb. 
Mar. 



18,1892 

11,1894 

28,1896 

7,1899 

27,1876 

9,1878 

4,1894 

27,1896 

22,1903 

22,1906 

11,1890 



Aug. 10,1904 



Mar. 20,1808 
July 14,1888 
Feb. 9, 1803 



May 12,1898 
Feb. 21,2888 
July 31,1886 



Jan. 

June 

July 

Oct. 
Apr, 
Aug. 
July 
Mar. 



Jan. 
Apr. 
Dec. 



22,1881 
28,1887 
17,1905 

4,1884 
11,1897 
25,1906 
13,1886 

1,1888 



18,1898 
11,1900 
23,1902 
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BxBiBiT 9.—NiUive nerww, St. Paul Igland, Atcuka, year tnded June 30, 1906 — Con. 



£S 


Name. 


Familf re- 
Hujband. 


Age. 

U 
12 

id 
37 

IS 

i 

u 

2S 

1 

8 


Birthplace. 


Date ol birth. 


» 


It L^b^^. '::.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.:'.'.'.'.'.'. 
i! SSS.-.:::::::::::::::::::::::: 


et. Paul 

do 

:::;!;;;;;:; 
Ill 

!!!!!do!:!!!!! 
Unalaska.... 

:'';:|';;;;;" 

Bt.'George!!!' 
St. PauT 

St. Paoi.!!!!! 

:::::dS!!!!!!:: 


^h! t^ 

May li;iB05 

Feb. !,18»6 
Hay 21,1909 
Ua; 8, 1006 




i! fSv;.-;:::::::::::::::::::::;: 
1 «;:::::::::::::::::;;:::::::; 


ST': 

Daughter. 
Hon 






















Son.!"!!! 
OaugIit«r. 








Apr. 23,1^ 
















r;!1-|SS 




























June I4,]«a2 
May 12,1904 






w'ite ■.' 

Adopted 

wu. 

Son 
















Dec. 17, ISM 


























Si5oU' 
liS:;: 

Dau^ter.. 
Widow. . . . 
Sod 

Widow'."! 








Sept. 26, 1889 














— - '~ 














STv. ilSS 






















■....do 

stutehi^i!!! 
!!!!do::!!!:!! 




n 


EmftDof. Peter 








Adop led 

Sninate;.".'! 
Mieee 

Dwighti>!! 

Daiubtei!! 




la 


Fratea, Akalina 

Fratee. Agraflna 




** 


irnaiaslia 

";.::"■.-.:::: 

....do 

....do 


iT S;IS 






Feh". 19;i899 



EECAPITULATION. 



Native population June 30, li 



Id June 30, 190ft... 



jdJuneaO, 1906... 
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Exhibit 10. 

St. Paul Island, Alaska, April SO, 1906, 
IMr. W. C. Allis, 

Agent North American Commercial Company. 

Dear Sir: I herewith submit to you the following school report for the eight months 
commencing September 4, 1905, and ending April 30, 1906, both inclusive: 



Pupils' names. 



Fifth reader. 

Ludmilla Melovidov 

Olga Orlofl. 



iNadia Orlofl. 



Fourth reader. 



P^avla Stepetin — 
A^aphina Fratis. 



Third reader. 



Simeon Fratis 

Christopher Melovidov. 

Anton Melovidov 

Nestor Kashin 



Second reader. 

Oulianna Fratis 

Alexandra Kozerofl 

Repsemia Seerebrinikoff 

Larion Kotchooten 

Nicholai Orlofl 

Andrew Diakanofl 

Nekifar Mandregan 

First reader. 

Alexander Melovidov 

Paul Merculiefl 

Vassely Stepetin 

John Hansson ^ 

Mark Kotchooten 

Agnia Stepetin 

Alexandra Vekolofl 



First primer. 



Vassa Meezekin 

Auxenia Mereuliefl 

Mary Tetofl 

Mary Ema«iofl 

Second primer. 

Chionia Stepetin 

Feocla Philimonofl , 

Mary Krukofi 

Agraphina Bogdanofl 

Mavra Pankofl 

Varvara Kotchooten , 

Alexandra Orlofl 

Simeon Melovidov 

Alexia Emanofl 

John Sedick 



Third primer. 



Martha Fratis 

Varvara Shabolin 

Auxenia Stepetin 

Marina Stepetin 

Demetry Tetofl 

Alexander Vikolofl 

Innokenty Mandregan. 
Techan Volkofl 



Total. 





• 
g 

1 


< 


SO 


Yrs. 




14 


153 


16 


145 


14 


142 


14 


148 


14 


133 


12 


150 


12 


153 


12 


152 


14 


147 


10 


147 


15 


153 


14 


152 


14 


152 


12 


150 


12 


153 


11 


149 


10 


153 


13 


152 


14 


153 


11. 


153 


12 


151 


10 


152 


12 


149 


12 


153 


11 


152 


11 


151 


15 


148 


11 


153 


11 


153 


10 


151 


10 


144 


9 


139 


10 


147 


7 


148 


7 


153 


8 


149 


10 


152 


7 


142 


8 


125 


8 


150 


8 


144 


9 


153 


9 


148 


15 


152 


14 


153 




6,702 





1^ 

2 w 

OS 

c o 

IS n 

P o 



Ut 
eo 



I 



8 
11 



o 
20 



1 

6 



1 
1 
3 



2 
1 
4 



1 
2 
5 



2 
9 
14 
6 
5 

1 



11 

28 

3 

9 

o 
1 



183 



15 

7 
5 



8 



10 

io" 



8 
3 



5 
2 



85 






3 
2 
3 



2 
2 



2 
2 
2 
2 



3 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 



3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 



1 
1 
3 
2 



3 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 



2 I 

3 

3 

1 

1 



1 





2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 



3 
1 

2 
1 
2 
2 






1 








i I 



i 






3 
2 
3 



2 
3 






3 
3 
3 



2 
2 



3 2 

2 ; 3 

3 I 3 

3 I 2 






2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
2 



3 

I 

3 I 

: 
2 , 

3 





3 
1 



3 
2 



3 
3 
3 



3 
3 



2 
2 
2 
2 



3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 



2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
3 
2 



2 
2 
2 
2 



2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
2 
1 



3 
2 
2 
2 


2 




03 

8 
o 



2 
2 
2 



1 
2 



2 
2 
2 
2 



2 
1 
1 







o 

OQ 



00 

s 

QQ 



t3 



a 
a 



Thecharacters of the pupils' recitations marked thus: Good, 3; medium or fair, 2; poor, 1 ; very poor, 0, 
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General summary. 

Pupils enrolled (males 20, females 25) 45 

Average daily attendance 43fj 

Average daily absences (excused on account of sickness) l|f 

Average per cent of attendance 97-4- 

Average age of pupils llj 

Oases of tardiness 85 

Days of school 153 

Weeks of school 30? 

Holidays 13 

Days Christmas vacation 5 

Number of classes 8 

Pupils in — 

Reading 45 

Writing 45 

Spelling. , 29 

Arithmetic 29 

Geography 9 

Gramm£tr 4 

United States history 4 

The following is the statement of time of tuition and study throughout eight months: 
9 o'clock a. m., calling the roll, five minutes; arithmetic, thirty minutes; spelling, 
twenty minutes; fifth reader, twenty minutes; fourth reader, fiiteen minutes; slate 
work, fifteen minutes; recess, fifteen minutes; third reader twentv minutes; second 
reader, thirty-five minutes; calisthenics, fifteen minutes. 1 o'clock p. m., calling 
the roll, five minutes; first reader, twenty-five minutes; primer classes, nfty minutes; 
slate work, forty minutes. Monday and Wednesday, geography and drawing; Tues- 
day and Thursday, penmanship and grammar; Friday, United States history, singing, 
and reviews. 




son 
States 



Respectfully, 



Simeon A. Melovidov, Teacher. 



Exhibit 11. — Division of natives^ earnings^ St, Paul Island, Alaska, season of 1906. 

By 12,536 fur sealskins, at 75 cents |9, 402. 00 

To 23 first-class shares, at $252.75 , . . . |5, 813. 25 

To 11 second-class shares, at $202.20 2, 224. 20 

To 5 third-class shares, at $151.65 758. 25 

To 5 fourth-class shares, at $101.25 506. 25 

To 2 special class shares 100. 05 

9,402.00 

First-class shares, 23 men at $252.75, as follows: 

Alex. Melovidov. George Kochergin. 

Karp Buterin. John Kochutin. 

Jacob Kochutin. Alex. Merculieff. 

Nicoli Krukoff. Parfiri Pankoff. 

• Simeon Melovidov. Elary Stepetin. 

Simeon Nozekoff. Neon Tetoff. 

Theo. Sedick. J. E. Orloff. 

Dorafay Stepetin. John Krukoff. 

John Stepetin. George Shaisnekoff. 

ApoUon Burdukofsky. Peter Tetoff. 

Nicoli Bogodanoff. Necon Shabolin. 

Zachar Tetoff. 
Second-class shares, 11 men at $202.20, as follows: 

Peter Burdukofsky. Paul Koshevnikoff, 

Nicoli Gromoff. Michael Kozloff. 

Michael Kushin. JohnFratis. 

Innokenty Sedick. Metrofan Krukoff. 

Stepan Rookavishnikoff . John Merculieff. 

Treian Kochutin. 
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Third-class shares, 5 men at 1151.65, as follows: 

Alex. Galaktioneff. Nicoli Kozloff. 

Constantine Buterin. Theo. Kochutin. 

Vlass Pankoff. 
Fourth-class shares, 5 men at $101.25, as follows: 

Ivanally Kozeroff . Condrat Krukoff . 

Nekita Hopoff . Paul Merculieff . 

John Mazeekin. 
Special class shares, 2 men, as follows: 

Karp Buterin, first chief. ,^ 150. 05 

Alex. Merculieff, second chief. . ! : . 50. 00 

St. Paul Island, Alaska, August 8, 1906, 

I hereby certify that the above division was made by me, in the manner detailed 
above, after conference with the representative of the North American Commercial 
Company and the native chiefs on this island. 

James Judge, 
Assistant Agent Seal Fisheries. 

St. Paul Island, Alaska, August 8^ 1906. 

I hereby certify that the amounts as above stated, representing the division on St. 
Paul Island for the season of 1906, will be placed to the credit of the respective 
natives on the books of the North American Commercial Company. 

The North American Commercl^l Company, 
By J. C. Rbdpath, Agent. 

St. Paul Island, Alaska, August 5, 1906. 

We hereby approve the division foif St. Paul Island, for the season of 1906, as detailed 
above, for and on behalf of the natives of said island. 

KA.RP BuTBRiN, First CM^. 

Nicoli Gromopf, Acting Second Chief. 



Exhibit 12. 

Island op St. Paul, 
Bering Sea, Alashi^ August Hy 1906. 

This is to certify that 12,536 fur seal-skins have this day been shipped on board the 
North American Commercial Company's steamer Homer ^ consignea ■ to The North 
American Commercial Company, San Francisco, Cal. 



Shipper *s load and count. 

A. Donaldson, Master Steamer Homer. 



James Judge, 
Assistant Agent Seal Fisheries. 



Exhibit 13. 

St. George Island, Alaska, June 1^ 1906. 
Mr. Walter I. Lbmbkey, 

Special Agentf Department of Commerce and Labor, 

In Charge of the Seal Islands. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith my report on the condition of affaii-s on 
St. Georfi;e Island from August 14, 1905, to the present date. 

After the departure of the company's vessel W. H. -Krug^r August 14, 1905, the U. S. S. 
Manning called here three times, August 17, 26, and September 6, and the U. S. S. 
Bear, oh her way out from the Arctic, August 29, and again on October 7, making a 
special trip from Dutch Harbor to bring mail, since which time we have seen no 
vessels of any kind. 
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On the second trip of the Manning I sent the two little orphans — ^Alexandria and 
Stepanida Ouetegof — ^to the Jesse Lee Home at Unalaska, Captain Fengar kindly 
giving them passage. 

Shortly before dark on the 3d of October a schooner was sighted passing the west 
end of tne island. The guard at Zapadni telephoned that she was heading in for 
that place. With an armed guard I immediately went over, arriving after dark. The 
motives reported her at anchor in the bay. Patrolled the rookery all night, but there 
was no attempt to raid and when day dawned there was no vessel in sight. 

During the winter a part of a boat and considerable wreckage marked S., S. Corvm 
came ashore at Zapadni. , 

School. — School opened on September 1 and was maintained for the period of eight 
months. Fourteen boys and 11 girls were in attendance. Mr. Edson, the teacher, 
carried on the school in a satisfactory manner. His report is inclosed herewith. 

Lead pups. — ^At the usual time in the fall I went carefully over the rookeiiee in 
search of dead pups, but none were found. 'The foxes eat them as fast as they die. 

Seals. — The 300 seals allowed the natives of this island for food during the fall were 
obtained. One himdred and thirty-three were secured the first drive, which was 
made on the 19th of October. Among the seals in this drive were 20 of those reserved 
last summer for breeding purposes, whose heads ^till bore evidences of clipping. 
The punch mark which I placed on the hind flipper of every seal branded last summer 
aided us in recognizing some of these seals, but in a great many instances nature had 
so obliterated the mark in the process of repair that a very minute examination was 
required to tell whether the flipper had been punched or not, and in some cases it 
was impossible to tell at all witn certainty. Wherever there was any doubt the seal 
was allowed to go. I think, had the punch been smaller, cutting out a small round 
hole instead of a half moon, the results would have been more satisfactory. 

Stock raising. — Last summer the natives requested that they be allowed to purchase 
some pigs with a view to stock raising. As the plan, if successful, might result in 
obtaining a regular supply of much needed fresh ineat for the people^ as an experiment 
they were allowed to purchase 4 — 3 sows and a boar, the company kindly furnishing 
them at cost price. During the summer a snug warm sod house was built for them, 
and I have been agreeably surprised at the really excellent care the natives have 
bestowed upon them throughout the entire winter. During the fall a large quantity 
of dry grass was cut and stored for bedding and slops from the different houses fur- 
nished the food supply. The whole 4 came through the winter in good shape and 
have now increased to 13, with still 1 more sow to be heard from. 

Improvements. — A small addition to the Government house has been built to hold 
the entire year's supply of coal, and with the aid of the company's donkey engine it 
can be filled in a very snort time, thus doing away with the necessity of having to carry 
coal up the long hill on the backs of men at intervals during the winter. 

The natives finished the interior of their clubhouse, which they were unable to do 
last year on account of lack of lumber. The structure is now complete and has proved 
a great comfort. to the people. 

Roads have been repaired wherever it was necessary. 

The lines painted on East Rookery last year to aid in the counting of the seals have 
been repainted and improved upon. 

General health. — The health of the native inhabitants has been exceptionally good. 
But 2 deaths have occurred, an adult of tubercular meningitis and a young. infant of 
general debility. There have been 6 births — 2 boys and 4 girls. 

Foxing. — In accordance with the terms of the new lease I took entire charge of the 
feeding and trapping of foxes on this island. 

Feeding. — At the beginning of the season the agent of the North American Com- 
mercial Company turned over to me 22, 851 pounds of dried salmon, which when soaked 
up weighed in the neighborhood of 38,000 pounds, and 650 pounds of salted salmon. 
This, in addition to the 338 seal carcasses put up during the sealing season, constituted 
the available food supply for eight months. In view of the shortage of food I delayed 
feeding in the fall as long as it was possible, beginning October 1 instead of September 
15, as is the rule, and I found it necessary to dole out the food sparingly throughout 
the entire winter in order that I should have enough to carry through, deeming that 
a small supply of food all winter was far better than full feeding for four or five months 
and then nothing for the rest of the time. Where the food supply is practically unlim- 
ited, as it was the winter of 1904-5, the generous method of feeding as laid down in 
the "Regulations" can be easily carried out, but with the small amount of food I had 
at my disposal this year to have adhered closely to the regulations would have resulted 
in leaving the foxes without food for a period of several months and at a time too when 
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It is a common sight in the spring to see foxes in pairs playing together. It was 
always supposed that such were male and female, and this fact l5is been used as an 
argument in favor of the pairing theory. In reality, these couples are just as likely 
to De 2 females or 2 males as male and female. The differential method of branding 
has shown this much at least. 

During the whole of last summer I had an excellent opportunity for daily observing 
a family of foxes composed of a mother and 11 young ones whose home was under a 
small culvert within 50 feet of my window. One of the mother's forelegs was stiff 
and useless and by this deformity could be easily recognized, even at a considerable 
distance. Never during the three months of my watching did I once see any other 
fox go under this culvert, bring food for the young or take any interest in them what- 
ever, except their mother. Neither did I see any fox act toward this female in a 
manner that would indicate he was her mate. 

From among the young males and females selected for breeding 50 of each sex were 
ear marked, a V-shaped section bein^ taken from the left ear of each. 

Of the number of foxes that remained unbranded at the close of foxing there is no 
way of knowing, but it is pretty certain that the number must be considerable, for on 
March 7 out of 17 foxes hanging about the fox house 7 were unbranded, and a fair 
proportion of those met with about the island bear no marks on the^ir tails. 

Dead foxes. — From August, 1905, to June, 1906, there have been picked up at vari- 
ous points about the island 23 dead foxes. Three met death by drowning, 1 was stoned 
to death by a small boy, 3 died of kidney disease, 1 of tuberculosis, and 3, probably, 
from eating salted salmon that had not been sufficiently freshened. What caused the 
death of the others is not known. Whenever it was practicable both Doctor Mills and 
myself autopsied the dead animals, but out of 16 sucn autopsies the cause of death in 
orly 5 instances could be definitely ascertained. The extreme degree of emaciation 
exhibited by some of these dead foxes at once suggests starvation, but does not prove if, 
for emaciation may be the result of any one of half dozen different disorders. As foxes 
are afflicted with diseases of various kinds, tuberculosis, affections of the kidneys, in- 
testinal worms, necrosis, and others, I have no doubt, of a more obscure character, it is 
a grave mistake to assume that all foxes, simply because they happen to be in poor flesh 
at the time of death, succumbed to starvation. 

The importance of disease as a factor in the mortality among the foxes I believe has 
been greatly underestimated if not entirely overlooked . 

Miscellaneous notes. — On my daily tramps about the island during the summer 
months I constantly observed that among the litters of young foxes met with there 
were a number of individuals that were part blue and part white. I counted as many 
as a dozen of these hybrids in different localities, yet after the month of September, 
with but one exception, when I saw one hanging about the field during a seal killing, 
I have never run across one of these animals. The only way that I can account for 
it is that as winter comes on their party-colored coats become all white. 

Before the skins were packed for shipment I went over the whole lot and classified 
them. I found there were 289 first class, good fur and good color; 144 second class, 
good fur, slightly off color; 23 third class, poor fur, poor color, of little value. 

Examination of the bodies of foxes killed in trapping developed the peculiar and 
interesting fact that the 4-year old and older foxes were almost without exception very 
fat. Many of these old foxes had not a tooth in their heads and yet were in prime con- 
dition. The yearlings were generally the poorest in flesh. I think this indicates 
that the older foxes are much more adept in the art of obtaining food than the young 
ones, and that a fox's ability to obtain a good living is not dependent on the condition 
of his teeth. 

The young foxes are bom in nests on top of the ground, where they remain for a 
short time; they are then taken into the burrow, the mother carrying them in her 
mouth just as a cat does her kittens. 

Respectfully, H. D. Chichester, 

Assistant Agents Department of Commerce and Labor. 

[Inclosure A.] 

St. George Island, Alaska, February 15, 1906. 

This is to certify that during the foxing season ended February 9, 1906, the resident 
agent of the Department of Commerce and Labor has offered me 468 blue and 12 white 
fox skins, and that, as agent of the North American Commercial Company, I have 
accepted 456 blue at $5 each and 11 white at |1 each, and rejected as defective and 
undesirable 12 blue and 1 white. 
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The money involved, which is hereby acknowledged as amounting to $2,291, will be 
entered as a credit on the books of this company in favor of the natives domiciled on 
tbiis island, and shall be available for the support and maintenance of said natives as 
the agent of the Department of Commerce and Labor may direct. 

The North American Commercial Company, 
By J. A. Lake, Agent. 

[Inclosure B.] 
Live weights of foxes hilled on St. George Island^ season of 1905-6. 



Wfiight. 


Male. 


Fai^ale. 

1 


1 

Weight. 


Male. 


Female. 


Pounds. 
4 

4i 
5 

6 

6t 
6* 

6} 

7 

7i 
7i 

? 

8i 


« 


1 
1 
2 

i\ 

21 

•3 1 
23 

7 

49 

29 1 
23 1 

9 
25 

2 

8 

6 


Pounds. 
9 
9i 
9* 
9} 
10 
10} 
1 10* 
10} 
11 

1 "i 

12 
13 

1 


30 
12 
13 

1 
9 
1 
3 
2 
5 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 


11 
1 
7 
1 
5 






4 

1 
5 
3 
5 
6 

12 
6 

11 
8 

29 
6 

23 

14 


1 


1 




2 






4 
8} 




218 


245 



Does not include the foxes foand dead. 



[Inclosure C] 



Live'weights of foxes released for breeding on St. George Islandy season of 1905-6. 



Weight. 


Male. 


Female, i 


Weight. 


Male. 


1 Female. 


Pounds. 

7i 
7} 
8 

8} 

8i 

8} 

9 

9} 

9 

9- 

10 

101 
10* 
10} 

11 

Hi 
11 

11 

12 

12i 

12i 




i 

32 
11 

48 i 
25 1 
38 1 
15 1 
23 1 

6 ; 
23 , 

7 ' 
19 , 

1 
6 
4 
9 


Pounds. 
12} 
13 
13} 
13* 

}? 
\% 

15 

15* 

15: 

16 

17 

17} 

17i 

20 

20i 

21i 


2 
12 
2 
3 
1 
6 
2 
2. 
4 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

279 


1 
7 
2 
1 


.......... 




i"l 




, 1 


1 1 


19 
64 
15 
30 
16 
30 

7 
16 

2 
25 

1 
10 






'••••->■•••■ 










8 1 

2 1 
4 1 

1 




1 


302 ; 
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[Inclosure D.] 
Approximate ages of foxes hilled on St. George Islandj season of 1906-6, 



Young, or approximately 1 year old 
MidcUeaged: 

t, 2 years old 

3 years old 

Old, or over 3 years 

Total 



Male. I Female. 



76 

72 
33 

47 



107 

40 
31 
66 



227 



253 

Mi 



[Inclosure E.] 
Approodmate ages of foxes released for breeding on St. George Island^ season of 1905-6. 



Young, or approximately 1 year old. 
Middle aged: 

^ 2 years old 

W 3 years old 

Old, or over 3 years 



Total. 




[Inclosure F.l 

Fox division, season 1905-6 , St. George Island, June 1, 1906. 

By 456 blue fox skins, at $5. $2, 280. 00 

By 11 white fox skins, at |1 ; 11.00 

To 12 first-clafis men, at $111.75 $1, 341. 00 

To 8 second-class men, at 189.35 714.80 

To 2 third-class men, at $67.10 134. 20 

To 2 special-class men 65. 00 

To material for native club, pig house, and waterworks 36. 00 

Total 2, 291. 00 2, 291. 00 

FIRST CLASS. 

1. Stepan Lekanof $111. 75 

2. Demetri Lestenkof 111. 75 

3. Mike Lestenkof 111. 75 

4. Nicoli Malavansky 111. 75 

5. George Merculif " 111. 75 

6. Josepn Merculif 111. 75 

7. Nicoli Merculif 111. 75 

8. Andronic Philamonof 111. 75 

9. Gregory Philamonof : 111. 75 

10. Simeon Philamonof 111. 75 

ll^ Peter Prokopief 111.75 

12. Rev. Peter Kashavarof 111. 75 

SECOND CLASS. 

1. Alexander Galanin 89. 35 

2 . John Galanin 89. 35 

3. Walter Kashavarof : 89.35 

4. Peter Malavansky , 89. 35 

5. Nicoli Nedarazof 89. 35 

6. Mike Shane 89. 35 

7. Gregory Swetzof 89. 35 

8. Manuel Zaharof 89.35 

THIRD CLASS. 

1. Marka Merculif 67. 10 

2. Demetri Philamonof 67. 10 
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SPECIAL CLASS. 

1. Stepan Lekanof , chief 135. 00 

2. Joseph Merculif , second chief 25. 00 

Joseph Merculif, hydrant keeper * 5. 00 

The division as above made is hereby approved on behalf of the natives of this 
island. 

Stefan Lbkanofp, First Chief. 
Joseph Merculieff, Second (jhief. 

I certify that the amounts indicated herein have been placed to the credit of the 
respective natives, on the books of the North American Commercial Company. 

The North American Commercial Co., 
By J. A. Lake, Agent, 

I certify that the above division was made by me after conference with the native 
chiefs. 

H. D. Chichester, 
Agent y U, 8. DepcartmerU of Commerce and Labor. 



[Inclosure O.] 

School report, 1906. 

St. George Island, Alaska, April 30, 1906. 
Mr. H. D. Chichester, 

Special Agent, U. S. Departirunt Commerce and Labor, 

In Charge St. George Island, Alaska: 

As required by the lease of the seal idands of Alaska, by the North American Com- 
mercial Company, a school for the native children of St. George Island has been 
maintained for eight months past, and instruction in the English language has been 
given to all children between the ages of 6 and 16 years. 

The school was attended throughout the year by 25 pupils — 14 boys and 11 girls — 
excepting absences of twenty-five days as shown oelow. 

The usual vacation of ten days at Christmas, Thanksgiving Day, Washington's 
Birthday, and five "holy days" of the Russian Church have been observed. 

Boys attending school ! 14 

Girls attending school 11 

Total 25 

Weeks in school year 36 

Days in school year 171 

Holidays: 

Christmas recess days. . 10 

Thanksgiving Day do 1 

Washington's Birthday do 1 

Church do 5 



Total do 17 

School actually in session days. . 154 

Absences: 

Excused by Government agent 1 

Excused by doctor 33 

Unexcused , 16 

Total absences 50 

Total days 25 

Attendance for the year days. . 3, 825 

Average daily attendance 24|2} 

C. R. Edson, 
Teacher for North American Commercial Company. 
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[Inclosure H.] 
Annual statement of foxes caught on St. George Islandy season of 1905-6. 



Date. 



Dec. 



1906. 
Auff. 25 

Nov. 20 
'20 
20 
21 
22 
23 
23 
24 
24 
25 
25 
26 
26 
26 
27 
27 
27 
28 
28 
29 
29 
30 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
4 
4 
4 
4 
5 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
8 
8 
8 

1 
2 
2 
2 
3 
4 
5 
5 
6 
6 
7 
7 
7 
7 
8 
8 
8 
9 
9 
9 
20 
20 
21 
21 
21 
22 
22 
22 
23 
23 
25 
18-23 



11- 



• 




Killed. 


• 


BeLeasedfor 
breeders. 


Location and style of trap. 


B 


lue. 
Female. 


White. 


Blue. 




Male. 


Male. 


Female. 


Male. 


Female. 


Found dead 


6; 6 
12 1 8 


" 








Bam. regular 


1 


2 


17 
3 
1 


24 


Fox house, regular 


8 7 

1 , 1 
1 2 

3 ; 3 

1 




12 


East Landing, automatic 






1 


do 






_ _ _ 




Fox hmim, it^ilar 




................. 


2 


Bam, regular r. 






2 




East Landing, automatic 


1 1 








Fox house, automatic 


1 












do ..' 


1 




• 






East Landing, automatic 


2 










Bam, automatic 










2 


Fox house, automatic 


L... 








1 


East Landing, automatic 


1 1 

• 6 8 

1 2 






3 

7 
2 


3 


Fox house, regular 






12 


Bam, regular 






3 


East Landing, automatic 


•>>••••• 


1 


1 




1 


do T. 






1 




Fox house, automatic 








i 


Fox house, reiniiar 


' '6 1 7' 






6 
3 


15 


Bam, regular... 


3 
1 
6 
3 


1 




1 


3 


Fox house, automatic 


1 


Fox house, reinilar 


2 

1 






4 
2 
1 
2 


8 


I^Rrn, mg^iliLr 






3 


East Landin&r, automatic 






2 


Fox house, automatic 


1 








1 


East Landing, automatic 








1 


Fox house, automatic 


1 


1 








3 


Villfl^, Rutomatic ...... 






2 




KRSt. T.fl.ndiT>g, ftntomfltlff 




1 
5 
3 
3 

.r 






•••••••••• 


Fox house, regular 


5 
4 
3 




1 


7 
3 
2 

1 
3 


7 


Bam. regular.". : 


2 


East Landing, automatic 








Fox house, regular 






1 


Bam, regular 












Village, automatic 










1 


Kaflt T'flTiding, automatic 




1 






2 




Found dead 


1 
2 
2 
2 
9 
1 
1 
9 
1 
1 
2 








Fox house, regular. 


1 






1 




Ram, Tngii1|^.r 






2 


East Landing, automatic 










1 


FftX hOIIRA, Tf^ilAr 


5 






4 
1 


11 


East Landing7 automatic 






• 


Fox house, automatic. 


1 
5 

1 
1 
1 
1 






1 


do 






5 
2 


5 


Bam, regular 






4 


Fox house, automatic 








Fox house, regular 


...... .c 




3 




Fox house, automatic 








East Landing, automatic 










1 


Fox house, automatic 


1 








2 


Zapadni 


15 

1 


14 






16 


13 


East Landing, automatic 








Fox house, automatic 


1 










Fox house, regular. 


2 

1 
2 




1 


3 


2 


Bam, regular 


1 
4 






Village 




4 
2 
1 


6 


Fox house, regular 


I 


1 


Bani, regiilar ... , 


2 










East Landing, automatic 


1 
2 








VUlage 


1 
1 
4 
6 







6 


Fox louse, automatic 








1 


Village 


2 
5 






9 
2 

1 
6 





Fox house, regular 






5 


East Landing, automatic 






1 


Village 

Fox house, regular 


3 

1 
1 
1 
4 
1 


1 
2 






5 


1 


' 


2 


Village, automatic 






1 


East Landing, automatic 










1 


Village 








3 


3 


Found dead 










Fox house, automatic 






1 


1 


do 








::::::::::!::::::i" 




Zapadni 


5 


3 


i 


4 


8 
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Annual statement of foxes caught on St. George Island, season of 1905-6 — Continued. 





Location and style of trap. 




KiUed. 




Relea 
brec 

B 


sedlor 
Klers. 


Date. 


B 

Male. 


lue. 


White. 


lue. 


• 


Female. 


Male. 

1 


Female. 


Male. 


Female. 


1905. 
Dec. 18 


Found dead. Zapadni 








1 




20 


Village 


3 
2 






3 


5 


26 


Fox house, reeular 


2 
1 
2 
9 






2 
3 
1 


6 


26 


Bam. resrular 








27 


Village 


1 
7 
1 
1 
5 
4 






3 


28 


Fox ttouse. regular 







14 
2 
4 
6 
4 


16 


28 


Barn, refirular 


>•••■•■- 






29 


Village 


1 
5 
4 

1 

1 
5 


1 




5 


29 


Fox house. rei?ular 




7 


31 


do 






3 


31 


Bam. reerular 




• ••■■•••.a 


1 


1906. 
Jan. 2 


Village 


1 
1 
3 






3 


5 


2 


Fox louse, regular 






2 


2 


Bam. regular 






1 


1 


3 


Village 


2 

\ 

4 

1 
2 
5 

1 
1 

1 








1 
6 
3 
2 


1 


4 


Fox house, regular 


i' 

1 

2 






3 


4 


Barn, reerular 






1 


5 


Fox house, regular 






5 


5 


Bam. regular 




1 


1 
4 
. 2 
2 
2 




9- 


Fox. reerular 






11 


Fox house, regular 








5 


12 


Village 








3 


15 


do 










15 


Found dead 










17 


Fox house. roKular 






» 


6 
1 


1 


17 


Bam. reerular 


1 








19 


Fox house, regular 




3 
3 

10 
2 

1 
1 
4 
2 






4 
4 
11 
2 
2 


2 


21 


Village 








2 


21 


Fox house, regular 


3 






5 


22 


do 








24 


.. ..do 










25 


Zanadni 










26 


Village. . -• 








2 
3 


3 


26 


Fox house, regular 








1 


26 










i 

2 

1 2 




28 


Fox house, regular 


4 


I 

6 






1 


28 


Barn, reerular 








29 


Fox house, reerular 


2 

1 








30 










31 


do 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 




1 
1 




Feb. 1 


.do 


3 

4 






1 




1 


Bam. reerular 








2 


Fox bouse, regular 






3 




4 


do 










5 


do 


2 








6 


Village. . . .' 






1 


7 


Fox house, regular 


1 
4 
6 


10 
9 

3 






1 1 


8 


do 






2 


9 


do 






' 6^ 4 


11 


do 






12 


Found dead 




1 






14 


Fox house, regular 








3 ; 8 

6 ' 6 


16 


do 










Mar. 19 


Found dead 


1 










• 

Total 






' 




222 

1 


247 


6 1 B 279 302 








1 


1 


! • 



Exhibit 14. 

St. George Island, Alaska, August 5, 1906. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations on this island 
from June 8, 1906, to date: 

Branding of bachelors. — The first drive for branding was made at Zapadni on June 14 
and 14 S-year-olds, 4 2-jrear-olds, and 11 4-y ear-olds were marked and liberated. From 
this date to June 30 drives for branding were made from the various rookeries as often 
as the number of seals thereon would warrant, and the quota secured. In addition to 
the 200 3-year-olds and 200 2-year-olds branded we marked 58 4-year-olds. This was 
done to prevent accidental clubbing. Sheep shears only were used in the branding 
and no^trouble was experienced, either in handling the seals or in clipping them after 
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they had been secured. None died during the operations. During the summer the 
lessee killed 5 of the seals l)randed this yeaF-and to make this lo^ good I branded 5 
more. 
A summary of the branding is as follows: 



Date. 



June 14 
16 
21 
22 
25 
30 



July 16 



Rookery. 



Two-year. Three-year. Four-year. 



Zapadnj 

Staraya Artel and North 

do 

Zapadnl 

Staraya Artel, East, and Xorth. 
do 



Total 

Killed by leasee during summer. 



Staraya Artel and East, 



Total; 



4 

• 46 

68 

19 

63 


14 1 

70 1 
36 1 
23; 
13 ' 


11 

2i 

19 
4 
3 






200 1 

2 ' 


200 
3 .... 


58 


198 
2 


197 .... 
3 .... 




200 


200 1 

1 - 


.58 



Drives. — During the summer the lessee made 14 drives and obtained 1,685 skins. 
This includes 3 drives for branding, from which the lessee was allowed to take 95 
seals, in order that the natives should have a necessary supply of fresh meat. In the 
fall of 1905 and spring of the present year 315 seals were killed by me for native food. 
Adding the^e skins to the 1,685 taken by the lessee this summer the quota of 2,000 
allowed this island is filled. 

Weight of skins. — All sealskins taken on this island during the season just closed 
have been weighed by me personally. 

Until July 6 but few under or over weight skins were taken by the lessee, but on that 
date in a drive from North and Staraya Artel rookeries 14 seals having skins weighing 
less than 5 pounds were killed. I at once brought the matter to the attention of the 
lessee's agent. Doctor Noyes, protesting against the killing of these small seals. I 
also wrote him the letter a copy of which is herewith attached as Exhibit A. On 
July 21 a killing of 211 seals was made. On weighing in the skins I found that there 
were 22 underweight. Again I vigorously protested against the killing of this class 
of seals. In subsequent killings no underweight skins were taken. 

Of the 1,685 skins obtained by the lessee this season, 55 wei^h less than 5 pounds 
and 5 over 8i pounds. In accordance with instructions contained in departmental 
letters dated March 9 and May 12. 1906, I have forbidden the shipment of these skins 
from the island and hold same subject to further orders from the Department. 

A summary in detail oi the weights for this island is submitted as Exhibit B. 

Seals dismissed from drives. — The total number of seals dismissed this summer from 
the various drives was 1,729. Of these 747 were small, 621 branded this year, 344 
large, 9 branded on head with iron, and 8 branded across back with iron. A classifi- 
cation of the large seals released will be found in the summary submitted herewith 
as Exhibit C. 

In the drives made on June 21 and 25 there appeared a young bull with a large T 
brand across his back. As this form of brand was used 6nly in 1899, this bull must be 
just 7 years old. On July 12 we found him at the water's edge near No. 17 North 
Rookery, where he had established himself on the flank of a large harem presided 
over by 3 large bulls, and although they attacked and handled him pretty roughly 
from time to time they could not drive him away. On July 20 he had hauled out on 
the terrace back of his first location and had appropriated 11 cows from the lar^e 
harem already mentioned. On July 29 when we counted pups we found him still m 
place, but with a considerably larger number of cows. 

It has been noted by both Major Clark and myself that seals which have been branded 
across the back with a hot iron are generally smaller than unbranded seals of the same 
age. This seems to be borne out by the ^act that two 3-vear-old bachelors killed this 
year, both of which were branded across the back, jaelded skins weighing but 5 pounds 
each. 

Percentage of seals tilled. — ^The total number of seals driven on this island during the 
killing season was 3,260. Of these, 1,685, or 51 per cent, were killed. 

The statistics of killings is submitted as Exhibit D. 

Counts of seals. — A large number of harem counts were made by Major Clark and my- 
self during the summer. The results of this work is appended as Exhibit E. 
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At the height of the season counts of all the bulls on the island were made. The 
results are as follows: 

Count of bulhj St. George Island, 1906. 





Rookery. 


Bulls 

with 

harems. 

78 
2ti 
34 
34 
16 
8 


Idle 

bulls, 

stationed 


Quit- 
ters. 


Total. 


Nortli 


. .. . 


3 


3 
2 

I 

2 


81 


Staraya Artel 


26 


Zapadfni 


37 


East Cliffs 




36 


East Reef 




16 


Little East 




8 














Total 


196 




8 


13 


204 







Comparing this with the counts made last year, it will be seen that there is a de- 
crease of 62 harems on this island. The decrease in the idle bulls is quite as startling. 
Last year there were 22 idle bulls in place on the rookeries. This year there are 
but 8 — a loss of 63 per cent. 

Of all the rookeries Little East shows the greatest falling off. Last year there were 
on this rookery 16 harems, 298 cows, and 415 pups. This year there are but 8 harems, 
161 cows, and 239 pups. 

Counts of pups. — ^The annual counts of live pups were made on July 29, 31, and 
August 1, and the results are as follows: 



Date. 



Rookery. 



Live 
pups. 



July 29 




29 




31 




31 




31 


Aug. 


1 



North 3,749 

Staraya Artel 1, 958 

East Cliffs i 2,040 

East Reef * 967 

Little East i 238 

Zapadni : . . . . 2,281 

Total ! 11,233 



Dead 


Dead 


pups. 


cows. 


• 
105 


8 


48 




29 


1 


12 




1 




29 


1 



224 



By reason of the broken character of the ground on East Cliffs and North rookeries 
it is impossible to make a very accurate count of the pups thereon. Whenever it 
was possible the pups were pulled out of the holes and from under tlie rocks, but there 
were places where they could not be reached, and I have no doubt that some were 
overlooked. 

A comparison of the counts of this year with those of last show a decrease of 1,495 
pups on this island. 

The average harem, based on the count of live pups, is 58.4. 

Rookery photographs. — Photographs of the rookeries from the various stations, old and 
new, have been taken. I have made 2 sets of velox prints from the negatives; 1 set 
I transmit herewith to you, the other is on file in this office. The negatives have been 
carefully packed and shipped to you at Washington. 

Native earnings. — The earnings of the natives of this island for the season of 1906 are 
as follows: 

456 blue-fox skins, at $5 each, and 11 white-fox skins, at $1 each $2, 291. 00 

1,940 sealskins, at 75 cents each 1, 455. 00 

Total 3, 746 . 00 

A copy of the fox division I handed you in June. A copy of the seal division is 
herewith submitted as Exhibit F. 

Expenditures, Government appropriation. — During the fiscal year ended June 30, 
1906, I expended for native maintenance the sum of $5,219.65 from the amount of the 
Government appropriation allotted this island and have forwarded to the Department 
vouchers for that amount. 

Change in prices. — I have been advised by the agent of the company of a change in 
price of the following commodities: Potatoes, from 3 cents per pound to 3 J cents per 
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pound; smoking tobacco, from 6 cents per ounce to 7 J cents per ounce; mustard and 
pepper, from 5 cents per ounce to 3f cents per ounce. 

The quality of the smoking tobacco fumisxied this year is superior to that of last year. 

Schooners. — On July 6 a scnooner flying the flag of the Argentine Republic appeared 
off the village and then changing her course skirted the shore to the eastwara, disap- 
pearing behind East Point. Several hours later she was again sighted headed to the 
northward. No attempt at landing by her was made. Armed guards were stationed 
on all the rookeries on this side of the island. The day following I rehabilitated the 
old guardhouse at East Rookery and have maintained a watch there ever since. This 
schooner was easily within 2 miles of the land from the time she was sighted until she 
passed East Point. 

On July 26 a schooner sighted off East Rookery. She was hull down and did not 
come nearer. 

On August 4 a Japanese schooner came within 400 yards of the village landing, dipped 
her flag and bore away toward East Rookery. This schooner I have made the subject 
of a special report. 

In view of the concerted raid on St. Paul by the sealers this summer and our own 
experience with them here, I would strongly urge that more guns and ammunition be 
furnished this island. Also telephone material sufficient to connect East and Staraya 
Artel rookeries with Govemmient house. Our present armament consists of 6 modem 
rifles and 6 old Spriugfields with about 300 rounds of ammunition for each. There are 
a few rifles among the natives, but they are mostly old and of little use. At least 20 
more ''Krags" are needed. The following amount of telephone material will be 
necessary to carry out the suggestion made above: Six miles galvanized telephone 
wire, 300 glass insulators with wooden brackets, 200 feet insulated copper wire, 3 sets 
telephone receivers and transmitters, and 1 dozen dry batteries. 

Under the supposition that this material will be furnished, I shall at once collect 
such driftwood as I can find on the beaches that will be suitable for posts and construct 
the line. This done it will be but a day's work to string the wire. 
Respectfully, 

H. D. Chichester, 
Assistant Agent, in Charge St. George. 

Mr. W. I. Lembkey, 

Agent in Charge Seal Fisheries, Washington, D. C. 



Exhibit A. 

St. George Island, Alaska, July 6, 1906. 
Dr. L. A. Noyes, 

Agent North American Commercial Company, St. George Island, Alaska. 

Sir: I beg to call to your attention the fact that in the killing made by you to-day of 
seals driven from East, Staraya Artel, and North rookeries there were 14 skins vary- 
ing in weight from 4 to 4| pounds. As the killing of seals of this class is a direct 
violation of section 8 of departmental instructions dated March 9, 1906, regulating the 
taking of seals on the Pribilof Islands, which provides that "no seals shall be iSUed 
having skins weighing less than 5 pounds or more than 8 J pounds,'* I have to request 
that in future killings you adopt such measures as will insure the taking of only such 
skins the weights of which will be within the limits set by the Department. 
Very truly, yours, 

H. D. Chichester, 
Assistant Agent, Department of Commerce and Labor, 

In Charge of St. George Island. 
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[Inclosuie 1.] 
Exhibit B. — Weights of sealskins taken on St. George Island, season of 1905-6, 



Date. 


Rookery. 


• 


Weights 


(pounds). 








3. '4^. 


4i. 


1 


5. 


5i. 

1 


6J. 


6f. 


6. 
22 

3 
1 


61. 

15 

7 


6J. 


1905. 
Oct. 19 


East 


1 




1 


19 

3 

11 

18 


16 
1 
4 

14 


19 


19 


Zapadni 








2 




Staraya Artel, North, and East. 








' 




3 


27 










1 


3 


3 


31 
Nov. 7 


ZaDadnl 


'■* ' 1 








Staraya Artel 


1 








1 


10 


2 


3 


8 


Za'Dadni 


'*' "1*"* 










1 


13 


.f^?!::::::::::::::::::::::: 
















16 


East 


* 








i 




6 

1 

2 

3 
3 


8 

1 


2 


1 


26 


Staraya Art^ and North 


1 




' 




1906. 
May 30 


Zapadni 










Jane 8 


do 






.... 






••■••• 






u 


North 


1 


1 




2 


1 


3 


5 
1 

6 

1 

1 

2 

17 

33 

13 

50 

49 

13 

25 

13 

30 

37 

1 

8 




3 


14 


T^pHdni T , 


' "1 




16 


>8taraya Artel and North 






I 


4 


4 


2 


2 


5 


8 


21 


Died on drive 






1 


22 


Zapadni 












2 

2 
14 
20 
12 
33 
32 

9 
12 

8 
35 
15 

'"■3' 


■'3' 
10 
15 

4 
25 
25 

1 
18 

4 
25 
18 

2 

4 




25 


7-Aj}tLf\ni 












6 
3 

17 
5 

16 
9 
3 

19 
5 
5 
4 


5 


27 








4 
15 

7 
12 
14 

2 

6 
17 
38 

6 


9 

20 

2 

13 

29 

3 

19 

10 

25 

5 

1 

4 

• 


7 


30 


Starava Artel and East 


' 




2 
3 

7 
6 

1 
1 
4 
7 


35 


July 5 


Zai>adTii 


1 




10 


6 
10 


Staraya Artel, North, and East. 
do 


....1 3 


4 


30 
40 


12 


Zapadni 


1 




8 


16 


Staraya Artel and East 

Zapadni 


H 






28 


19 






3 


21 
25 


Staraya Artel and East 

Staraya Art^, East, and North. 
Zapadni 


1 6 


9 


12 
26 


27 


■ '1 








28 


North 








1 


1 


3 






2 1 8 


14 


Xi 






130 


150 


266 


213 


341 

-M 


128 


250 






1 





Date. 


Rookery. 


Weights (pounds). 


6i. 
13 

q 

2 

1 


7. 

12 
4 
3 

12 

1 

2 


7i. 

4 


7i. 
2 


5 


8. 

2 


8t. 



8i. 

- 


8i. 


9. 9j» 


1905. 
Oct. 19 


East 










Staraya Artel, North, and East. 
Starava Artel 










27 


1 

4 


1 








i 






Nov. 7 













16 


East 








1 




1906. 
June 11 


North 






. • • • 


1 










14 


Zapadni 






1 







1 






16 


jstaraya Artel and North 

Died on drive 


2 
1 

■ • • ■ 

3 
5 
3 

14 
9 


1 
... 


20 

8 
26 
21 

6 

'I 

8 
19 


5 

1 
5 

"3 

11 

2 

7 

.... 

3 


4 


1 










21 












25 


Staraya Artel, North, and East. 
Zapadni 


2 

2 

15 

1 
6 
8 
1 
9 
2 
1 
8 
1 






i 

"" "2* 
2 
2 


1 
1 
3 
...... 


1 






27 


.... 


2 
2 






30 
July 5 


Staraya Artel and East 

ZaDadnl 


...... 


1 


1 


6 


Staraya Artel, North, and East. 
. . . . do 


■ • • • 

1 
1 
3 
1 

• ■ ■ • 

1 


2 
3 






10 








12 


ZaDadnl 












16 
19 


Staraya Artel and East 

ZaDadnl 


15 

1 
5 

8 

1 
1 


6 

1 

I 


3 


3 
1 
2 
2 




1 




21 


Staraya Artel and East 

Staraya Artel, East, and North. 
Zanadni 








25 

27 




1 




28 


North 


...... 




















Total 






1 


1 








97 


• 173 


50 


63 


14 


27 


10 


16 


2 


3 


1 









In addition to these there is the skin of one seal which died ^ on the drive. It 
weighs 14i pounds. 
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[Inclosim 2.] 
Exhibit C. — Seals released from drives^ St. George Island, season of 1906. 



Date. 



1905. 
Qet. 19 

27 



1906. 
June 11 
14 
16 
21 
22 
25 
27 
90 
5 
6 
10 
12 
16 
19 
21 
25 
27 



July 



Bookery. 



East 

Staraya Artel and Nortb , 



Total 576 



419 
157 



14 



North I 

Zapadnl i 

Nortb ' 

Staraya Artel and North 

Zapadnl ' 

Staraya Artel and Eaat | 

Zapadnl 

.Starava Artel and East 25 

Zapadnl i 17 

Staraya Artel, East, and North 42 

do ; 85 

Zapadnl ; 17 

Staraya Artel and East i 60 

Zapadnl i 33 

Staraya Artel and East 163 

Staraya Artel, East, and North 250 

Northand Zapadnl | 29 



Total I 747 



9 



9 



2 
2 



i 

I 

1 



00 
00 

O 
u 
o 



"8 



20 
3 



23 



3 
24 
18 
56 
46 
143 
29 
42 
59 
27 
32 
43 
52 
44 
3 



621 



1 
2 



I 



n 

•5^ 



2 
3 
3 
1 



9 



i 



46 
7 



4 

24 

20^ 

11 

12 

15 

25 

3' 
10 
14 • 

5 

I 

41 
1 I 
3 ! 



170 



Age. 



& 



16 
2 



28 

"s 

3 
3 

26 
10 

4 

9 

11 

2 



1 
3 
5 
6 



89 



QQ 



I ^ 
( a> 

> 

9 



o2 ' 

22 

4 1 
8 , 
15 ; 
5 
4 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 



68 



3 

3 
o 



1 

2 



13 



[Inclosure 3.] 
Exhibit D. — Statistics ofhUlingSy St. George Island, 1906. 



Date. 



1905. 

June 11 
16 
25 
27 
30 

July 5 
6 
10 
12 
16 
19 
21 
25 
28 



Dismissed. 



Rookerv. 



North 

Staraya Artel and North 

Starava Artel North and East 

Zapadnl 

Starava Artel East and North 

Zai>adni 

Staraya Artel East and North 

do 

Zapadnl 

Starava Artel and East 

Zapadnl : 

Staraya Artel and East 

Staraya Artel East and North 
North and Zapadnl 

Tofal 



1 

OD 



a 
< 



22 

45 

31 

78 

219 

71 

247 

267 

40 

192 

73 

211 

167 

33 



1,685 



OS 



12 

29 

27 

44 

45 

9 

13 

23 

6 

7 

9 

9 

8 

3 



244 



S3 

B 

CQ 



« 

id 

I 

PQ 



M 


» 


03 


.O 


/-v 


dS 


«2 


-o^ 


§ 


u 


« ! 



03 

•a 

s 

u 



14 



25 
17 
42 
86 
17 
69 
33 
163 
250 
29 



3 
66 
46 
143 
29 
42 
59 
27 
32 
43 
52 
44 
3 



2 

i" 



744 579 



o 



34 
80 
130 
168 
432 
126 
344 
424 
99 
300 
158 
437 
459 



I 

M 






64 

56 

23 

46 

.50 

56 

71 

00 

49 

64 

46 

48 

34 

47 



3,260 
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[Indosure 4.] 
Exhibit E. — Counts of rookeries, St. Creorge Island, season of 1906. 

NORTH. 





Date. 


Bulls. 

1 

1 

16 
22 
43 
50 
50 
55 
61 
65 
68 
69 
71 
70 
70 
79 
79 
77 
80 
81 
81 
81 


1 
Quitters. 


Harems. 


Cows.' 


April 3D 


1906. 








Ij:ayl4 




1 






May 19 




• 




May 24 




1 
2 






May 29 








June 1 








J^meS..... 


2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 






June 7-........: 






JuTieio.... 


1 
4 
11 
16 
14 
38 
60 
62 
67 
72 
77 
78 
78 


1 


June 14- 




4 


June 17 


11 


June 19 


19 


June 21 


63 


June 24- 


100 


June 28 


426 


J^inp 30 ... . 


1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
3 


661 


July2 




1,024 
1,636 
2,309 
2,920 
2,430 


Julys 




July9 




July 12 


• 


July 14 










STARAYA ARTEL. 



ZAPADNI. 



EAST CLIFFS. 



May 16 


5 
10 
14 
16 
23 
26 








May 19 








May 29 


t 






June 1 








June 21 


2 
2 


7 
26 


12 


July 13 


ol,262 





May 17 


12 
12 
14 
27 
28 
33 
33 
37 


1 




May 18 


••••••••••,•••••••... 




May 24 


3 







Junel 







June 2 






June 22 




6 
14 
34 


26 


June 27 


1 
3 


223 


July 16 


al,547 





May 15 


7 
10 
18 
27 
31 
31 
33 
32 
33 
32 
37 
37 
36 
35 
35 
36 
36 
36 








May 19 








May 23 


1 






June 1 






J une 5 


1 
2 
1 
3 
1 






Junes ". 






June 10 


2 
3 
10 
16 
17 
25 
26 
28 
30 
32 
32 
34 


2 


June 16 


3 


June 18 


11 


June 21 


37 


June 23 




78 


June 26 .* 


2 
3 
3 
3 
» 
4 
3 


265 


June 28 


396 


June 30 


531 


July 4 


972 


Julys 


1,296 
1,478 
1,522 


July 10 


July 13 





a Estimated. 
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Exhibit E. — Counts of rookeries^ St. Oeorge Island, season of 1906 — Continued. 

EAST REEF. 



Date. 

• 


Bulls. 


Qaltters. 


Harems. 


1 

1 Cows. 

1 


May 15 


4 

5 

7 

8 

8 

9 

11 

12 

10 

12 

11 

14 

14 

15 

15 

16 

16 

17 

16 

15 




1 


May 19 




, 


May 23 


1 


1 


J qne 1 


••••••"••I 


June 5 






June 8 


2 




J une 10 






June 16 


1 
2 

1 






June 18 






June 21 


i 

3 
5 
11 
14 
12 
16 
15 
15 
16 
L5 


1 


June 23 


3 


Jnne 2ft , . . 




7 


June 28 




31 


June 30 *. . . 




73 


July 4 




171 


Julys , 




370 


July 10 


1 
2 
2 


469 




546 


July 15 


546 




458 









LITTLE EAST. 



'■ ■ 1 — ' ' 

May 15 


• 1 
5 
5 

8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 




1 


May 19 


.......... 


1 


May 23 


1 




June 1 


1 


JuTie 3 T , . . . . - . - , -r - . - - 






June 5 , 






June 9 




1 

1 


June 11 




1 


June 14 




1 


J une 16 




::::::::::i:::::::: 


June 18 




1 


June 21 




1 


June 23 




6 1 

8 1 
8, 
8 

1 


1 


June 26 




5 


June 28 




14 


June 30 




35 


July 8 




122 


July 10 


■•••.••••• 


145 


July 13 


.......... 


161 


July 15 


136 


July 18 




103 
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[Inclosure 6.] 
Expenditure of Government appropriation y St. George Islandy 1906, 

Amount allotted St. George Island $4,665.00 

Amount allotted St. George Island by reduction in price of coal 625.00 

Total , 5,290.00 

EXPENDITURES. 
1905. 

July, vouchers 1 to 9, inclusive $27. 80 

August, vouchers 10 to 55, inclusive 236. 65 

September, vouchers 56 to 160, inclusive 510. 45 

October, vouchers 161 to 244, inclusive 423. 75 

November, vouchers 245 to 326, inclusive 438. 15 

December, vouchers 327 to 426, inclusive 509.95 

1906. 

January, vouchers 427 to 504, inclusive 400. 60 

February, vouchers 505 to 581, inclusive 385. 15 

March, vouchers 582 to 681, inclusive 530. 55 

April, vouchers 682 to 735, inclusive 322. 75 

May, vouchers 736 to 810, inclusive 377. 10 

June, vouchers 811 to 912, inclusive 1, 056. 75 

Total : 5,219.65 

Amount unexpended .* 70. 35 



[Inclosure 7.] 
Exhibit F. — Seal division^ St. George Island^ August 4, 1906. 

By 1,940 sealskins, at 75 cents $1, 455. 00 

To 12 first-class men, at $65.40 ., $784.80 

To 8 second-class men, at $52.30 418.40 

To 4 third-class men, at $39.20 156. 80 

To 2 special class men 75. 00 

To 1,000 pounds pig feed 20. 00 

Amount expended 1, 455. 00 

FIRST CLASS. 

1. Stepan Lekanof 65. 40 

2. Demetri Lestenkof 65. 40 

3. Mike Lestenkof 65.40 

4. Nicoli Malavansky 65. 40 

5. George Merculif 65. 40 

6. Joseph Merculif 65.40 

7. Nicolai Merculif 65.40 

8. Andronic Philamonof 65. 40 

9. Gregory Philamonof 65. 40 

10. Simeon Philamonof 65. 40 

11. Peter Prokopief 65.40 

12 . Rev. Peter Kashavarof 65. 40 

SECOND CLASS. 

1. Alexander Galanin 52. 30 

2. John Galanin 52. 30 

3 . Walter Kashavarof 52. 30 

4. Peter Malavansky 52. 30 

5. Nicoli Nedarazof 52.30 

6. Mike Shane : . 52.30 

7. Gregory Swetzof 52.30 

8. Manuel Zaharof 52.30 
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THIRD CLASS. 

1. Anatoli Lekanof '. 139.20 

2. JohnMerculif 39.20 

3. Marka Merculif 39.20 

4. Demetri Philamonof 39. 20 

SFBCIAL CLASS. 

1. Stepan Lekanof, chief 40.00 

2. Joseph Merculif, second chief 35. 00 

The division as above^made is hereby approved on behalf of the natives of this 
island. 

Stefan Lbkanopf, First CMef, 
JosEFH Merculibff, Sccond (Jhief, 

I certify that the amounts indicated herein have been placed to the credit of the 
respective natives on the books of the North American Commercial Co. 

The North American Commercial Comfany. . 
By Dr. L. A. Notes, Agent, 

I certify that the above division was made by me after conference with the native 
chiefs. 

H. D. Chichester, 
Asmtant Agent, Department of Commerce and Labor ^ 

In Charge St. George Island. 



Exhibit 15. ' 

Island of St. Gborq]^, 
Bering Sea, Alaska, August 9, 1906. 

This is to certify that 1,940 furnseal skins have this day been shipped on board the 
North American Commercial Company's steamer Homer, consigned to the Nortb 
American Commercial Company, San ftancisco, Cal. 

H. D. Chichester, , -i 

Assistant Agent, Department of Commerce and Labor, , 

J In Charge St. George Island. 
Shipper's load and count. 

A. Donaldson, Master Steamship Homer, 
39722—8. Doc. 376, 60-1 6 



PBELIMINABT &EPOET OF JUNE 12, 1907. 

(By W. I. Lembkby, Agent in Charge of Alaskan 8eal Fiaheries.] 

St. Paul Island, Alaska, June 12^ 1907. 

Sie: I have the honor to report my arrival, on the 3(1 instant, on 
the Pribilof Islands. 

Conditions on both islands are eood. At both villages the births 
during the past year exceeded tne deaths. I found both agents 
Judge and Chichester, on St. Paul and St. George, respectively, to 
be well, and t6 have administered affairs successfullv. Agent efud^e 
will remain on St. Paul another year. Agent Chichester and I will 
report in Uie fall for duty at the Department. 

The fox catch on St. George last winter (366 blues and 8 whites), 
fell off nearly 100 from the catch of 1906, when 456 blues and 11 
whites were taken. This decrease, however, was due more to an 
open winter (as was the last one), and the consequent presence of 
natural food, which kept foxes away from the traps, than to an actual 
diminution of the fox herd. No foxes were taken last winter on 
St. Paul, for the reason that only a few were found on that island, 
and none could be killed without the danger of the extermination of 
tJie species on that island. 

No female seals have arrived yet on either island. The bulls are 
here, however, awaiting the arrival of the cows. Preliminary exami- 
nation indicates that the decrease in bulls during the last winter was 
more moderate than usual, due to accessions of new bulls as the 
result of the reservation of marked males. In fact, certain rookeries 
already show an increase in bulls over last year. Amon^ those 
present young bulls preponderate, with a minority of midole-aged 
males. No old bulls are present. The count of bulls which we will 
make at the height of the season probably will show only a slight 
decrease from the number present last year. There was found on 
the islands last fall a greatly increased number of nursing seal pups 
dying from starvation, as the result of the kilUng of their mothers 
by pelagic sealers. This indicates a heavy mortaUty in breeding 
females since last season. 

Revenue cutters already have begun active patrol about the islands. 
The Perry at present is stationed at St. Paul, with the Manning at 
St. George. These stations will be alternated during the summer. 
■Captain Mimger, fleet captain, with his staff, is stationed at Unalaska, 
having arrived there on the Perry while I was at Dutch Harbor. 

Upon the arrival at St. Paul on the 8th instant of the Perry on 
patrol, Captain Dunwoody notified me in writing of his intention to 
patrol the 60-mile Umit, as well as the 3-mile territorial limit about 
the islands, and requested me to communicate with him on ever}' 
arrival of the cutter, in order that he may be kept advised of the 
situation. At his request, I went aboard the Perry and arranged a 
code of special signals for use in communicating between the cutters 
on patrol and the agents on shore. The Perry makes a daily circuit 
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of the 3-inile limit about St. Paul, a stea^ming distance of over 40 
miles, and is communicated with daily from shore by signals of 
otherwise. 

No branding or killing of bachelors has occurred since my arrival, 
t>here being but few bachelors present as yet. I shall secure the quota 
of bachelors to be reserved for breeding before killing for skins. 
Respectfully, 

W. I. Lbmbkey, 
Agent in Charge of Seed Fisheries. 
Hon. L. O. MuKRAY, 
^ Assistant Secretary , DepartmeTit of Commerce and Labor. 






FRELIMINAET REPORT OF SEPTEMBER 9, 1907. 

[By W. I. Lembeey, Agent in Charge of Alaskan Seal Fisheries.] 

Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Division of Alaskan Fisheries, 

WasTmigton, September 9, 1907. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following preliminary report 
of the administration of aflfairs on the Pribiloi Islands, Alaska^ 
reservation during the season ended July 31, 1907: 

FUR SEALS KILLED. 

The quota of 15,000 fur-seal skins for both islands was obtained. 

The number of sealskins taken and shipped by the lessee of the 
sealing right follows: St. Paul, 12^384; St. George, 2,580; total, 
14,964. 

There were held on the islands diu'ing the season in question as 
having been taken contrary to the Department's regulations the 
following number of skins: St. Paul, 15; St. George, 20j total, 35. 

These skins were either larger or smaller than the limit prescribed, 
and are now retained on the islands subject to further instructions. 

CHANGE OF QUOTA. 

The current reflations of the Department prescribed as the quotas 
for the separate islands 13,000 for St. Paul and 2,000 for St. George. 
By section 6, however, it was permitted, in case the number of 
young males hauling on St. George was so large as to lead the agent 
there to beUeve that a contemporaneous diminution existed in the 
seals hauling on St. Paul, to increase the quota of St. George by a 
number not exceeding 1,000. 

The hauling grounas last season showed a condition exactly similar 
"to that mentioned in the regulation above cited. The catch on St. 
Paul, up to the middle of July, 1907, fell nearly 2,000 below the 
number taken during the same period the previous year; while the 
killable seald were so plentiful on St. George as to allow the quota 
of 2,000 for that island to be titken practically on July 15. This 
having been reported to me by Agent Clark in several communica- 
tions, and he having requested that the St. George quota be raised^ 
accordingly, on July 17, I addressed a letter to him authorizing the 
taJking on St. George of an additional number of 600 skins, at the 
same, time reducing the St. Paul quota by that number. Captain 
Dunwoody, of the Perry, brought Major Clark's lett^ to m© and 
returlied to St. George with my reply within twenty-four hours — 
furnishing probably the quickest commimication between the islands 
on record. 

Altiir reducing the St. Paul quota, however, killable seals began 
to pour in upon the hauling groimds of that island and its quota of 

68 



REPOBTS BMATING TO ALASKAN SEAL FISHEBIES. 69 

12,400 practically was secured by July 28j with three more days of 
sealing to spare. At the same time, the number hauling on St. 
Oeor^e in nowise diminished and the increased quota on that island 
practically was secured by July 24, with a week of the sealing period 
yet to elapse. It is my judgment that had sealing been earned on 
to July 31, the limit of time fixed by law, at least 1,500 sealskins 
could have been secured in addition to those taken. 

DECREASE IN BREEDING FEMALES. 

Owing to the presence about the islands all summer of a large 
fleet of pelagic schooners, some of which were. visible daily from land, 
counts of breeding seals beyond the enumerations necessary to 
arrive at an estimate of the number present, were omitted on St. 
Paul, where the greater number of seals find their habitat. From 
those counts made, however, it would appear that a large decrease in 
breeding cows has occurred since 1906. These estimates show that 
on St. Paul, at the end of the season of 1907, but 40,000 breeding 
cows were present as against 52,700 present in 1906, and 65,884 in 

1905. On St. George 9,371 breeding cows are estimated for the 

East season of 1907, as against 11,457 in 1906. This decrease in 
reeding cows is due directly to pelagic sealing. 

INCREASE IN BULLS. 

, Notwithstanding the decrease in breeding cows already noted, the 
condition of the rookeries this summer shows that the decrease in bulls, 
which has been constant for years past, has been checked. Indeed, 
an increase in bulls on St. George since last season actually occurred. 
The counts of adult bulls on St. Paul in 1907 show 1,183 stationed 
bulls as against 1,244 in 1906 — a decrease in stationed bulls of only 
4 per cent, as contrasted with the 18 per cent decrease of the year 
previous. In addition to the stationed bulls, however, there were 
noted in 1907, 74 young bulls known as '^quitters'' (i. e., thoee run- 
ning away at the approach of man), when only 41 were present in 

1906. The e ^'quitters'' are 6 and 7 year olds that can serve cows, 
and which in many instances would not derert if they could obtain 
a cow or two. A comparison of the whole number of stationed bulls 
and ''quitters^^ for the two years shows that St. Paul in 1907 is within 
28 bulls of equaling the number present in 1906 — an insignificant 
decrease when compared with the steady annual decreases averag- 
ing 20 per cent in the five years last passed. In addition to these, 
100 young bulls were noted in 1907 hanging about the rookery water 
fronts on St. Paul, when not over 25 were seen the previous year, 
showing that, in spite of increased pelagic sealing and the steady 
falling off among breeding cows, the number of bulls on St. Paid 
practically increased in 1907. 

On St. George, as already stated, an actual increase in stationed 
bulls occurred— 221 in 1907 as against 208 in 1906. The '' quitters'' 
and ''water bulls" on that inland were not reported. This gratirv"- 
ing condition, so far as breeding bulls are concerned, is due directly 
to the regulations in force limitmg killing on land, and demonstrates 
what could be done toward maintaining ideal conditions on the 
breeding rookeries were pelagic sealing abolished. 
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PELAGIC SEALING. 

Pelagic sealing about the islands during the sealing season of • 
1907 was carried on more actively than in 1906. Notwithstand- 
ing this, no raids were made on any of the rookeries in 1907-^ 
due probably to the active patrol by the Revenue-Cutter Service — 
and no arrests were made on ?hore. One boat containing 3 Japa- 
nese from a pelagic schooner landed on St. Paul on July 18, claiming 
to have been shipwrecked. The^e men, on July 20, were delivered 
to the captain of the cutter Perry, who, at their request, put them 
on board the first pelagic schooner he fell in with. 

Pelagic schooners were in sight from St. Paul Island almost daily 
during the summer. Their presence was ^o much a matter of course 
that after a week or two the guards at the various watch stations 
did not make a detailed report of the number seen unless some 
unusual incident occurred or the number was so large as to make the 
subject of special moment. On July 6, 12 schooners were apparent 
from St. Paul, while on July 19 there were in sight 23 schooners 
and at least 30 small boats, all operating within sight of land. Some 
of the small boats in the vicinity of Southwest Point were well 
within the 3-mile limit. On June 25 a landing was made on Otter 
Island by the crews of 2 small boats, who also fired a number of 
shots from shotguns in close proximity to that island. On July 25 
three warning shots were fired wide by the native guard at North- 
east Point at the crew of a small boat that approached within one- 
half mile of the rookery and which, when the warning was given, 
was standing directly m for Hutchinson Hill, where the greatest 
mass of seals is found. The shots made the boat turn hurriedly 
about and put for the open sea. Other instances occurred of pelagic 
sealing within the S-mile limit which need not be recounted here. 

The revenue cutter Perry on June 15 seized the Miye Maru, of 
Toba, Japan, for having 5 of her boats equipped .with sealing para- 
phernalia within the 3-inile limit surrounding Otter Island. On or 
about July 2 the Manning seized 2 other Japanese schooners for 
having small boats within 3 miles of St. Paul Island with freshly 
killed seals aboard and a full equipment for sealing. The Miye Mara 
was released on order of Captam Munger at Unalaska on the ground 
of insufficient evidence. The 2 schooners seized by the Manning 
were held at Unalaska and their crews taken to VaMez for trial. 

On St. George Island no instances of violation of our laws by pelagic 
schooners occurred, and but 2 schooners were seen from that island 
during the summer. 

REVENUE-CUTTER PATROL. 

The revenue-cutter patrol about the islands this summer was active 
and energetic, and by far the best in the history of the islands. There 
is no question that the captains in command used every effort to pre- 
vent landings and to capture such schooners as had boats within the 
3-mile limit. Such violations of law of this character as did occur 
took place while the cutters were patrolling other portions of the 
islands, and can not in any sense be considered as due to any lack of 
vigilance on the part of the captains commanding the patrolling 
vessels. 
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BESEBYATION OF MALE SEALS. 

On the islands the reservation of 1,000 2-year-old and 1,000 3-year- 
old male seals for breeding purposes was made as usual in the rao- 
portion of 800 of each on St. r aul and 200 of each on St. George. This 
was accomplished by clippinjg the. fur oflf the head of eacn seal so 
reserved by means of sheep shears, the mark thus made assuring the 
exemption of the animal when it appeared in the killing drives during 
the summer. 

BLUE FOXES. 

On St. Paul no foxes were taken during the winter of 1906-7. On 
St. George, 366 blue and 8 white foxes were taken and the skins dehv- 
ered to tne North American Commercial Company, the latter paying^ 
therefor the stipulated price of $5 for each blue ana SI for each white 
fox skin. The fox catch of the last season shows a falUng off from 
that of the season preceding of approximately 90 skins, which is due^ 
according to Agent Chichester, more to cUmatic conditions than to 
an actual decrease in the fox herd. 

CONDITION OF NATIVES. 

During the past year the general health of the natives has been 
good. The native population of the two islands on July 1, 1907, 
numbered 263, of which St. Paul had 170 and St. George 93, an 
increase over the previous annual census of 4 individuals. 

A more detailea report of the season's work is being prepared and 
will be submitted at as early a date as possible. 
Respectfully, 

W. I. Lembxey, 
Agent in Charge of Seal Fisheries. 

To Hon. OscAB S. Straus, 

Secretary of Commerce and Labor. 
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[B J W. I. Lehbket, Agent in Charge of Alaskan Seal Fisheries.] 



Depaktment of Cokmebge and LaboB; 

Division of Alaskan Fishebies, 

Washington, December 1, 1907. 

^ Sm: I have the honor to submit the following report of the admin- 
istration of affairs on the Pribilof' Islands, Alaska, reservation during 
the Beason of 1907 : 

MABKING OF BACHELOBS. 

The first marking of bachelors on St. Paul under instruction from 
the Department contained in its letter to me of April 13, 1907, was 
made on June 19 from Reef Rookery. On that date 332 young 
males were marked — 211 3-year-olds and 121 2-year-olds. The 
method of marking was with sheep shears, with which a patch of 
hair on the head of each seal was clipped off. On Jtme 24 another 
drive was made at Zapadni, from which 141 2-year and 138 3-year 
olds were marked. On June 25 another drive 6f probably 1,200 
seals was made from Reef, from which 424 2-year and 320 3-year 
olds were marked. From this drive, the seals that were turned away 
without marking were almost entirely 4 and 5 year olds with a 
sinall percentage of 6-year-olds. On June 28 the final drive to ob- 
tain the required quota of reserved bachelors was made at Northeast 
Point, where 114 2-year and 131 3-vear olds were marked, filling 
the required number of 800 for each class on St. Paul Island. 

The efficacy of the regulations is apparent in the presence in the 
drive made June 25 of the large number of half bulls noted above. 
These seals are the result of the saving in previous years of killable 
bachelors arising from restrictions placed upon killing by the Depart- 
ment, and being now past the killable age will mature as breeding 
bulls imless they fall victims to pelagic sealing. 

The mark made on the animal hj shearing off a portion of the 
hair and fur on top of the head remains readily apparent during the 
entire summer. In the fall, after the new hair has fuUjr grown, of 
course this mark di. appears, but the killing of the animal is then pre- 
vented by restrictions on the sizes of seals selected for food. 

On St. George the quota of 200 of each of the classes named to be 
branded was ootained before any killing by the lessee was made for 
skins. On this island sheep shears were used as on St. Paul. The 
mark on the seals' heads on both islands was similar in appearance 
and therefore it was not possible to note the volume of migration 
between the islands as it was in 1904 when shears were used only on 
St. George and hot irons on St. Paul. 
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KILLING OF SEALS. 

The feature of interest in connection with the killing of seals diu'ing 
the past summer was the unusually large number of oachelors haul- 
ing on St. George during the entire summer, coincident with their 
scarcity on St. Paul during the first half of the season and a rush of 
2-year-olds at the latter half. The quota (15,000) was obtained be- 
fore the legal end of the lessee's season — on St. George on July 24 
and on St. Paul July 28 — and it is believed, had sealmg been per- 
mitted until July 31, at least 1,500 skins additional could have been 
taken. 

Killing by the lessee began immediately after the completion of the 
marking of bachelors. Owing to the comparatively large number of 
seals frequenting St. George the quota for the island fixed by the 
regulations, namely 2,000, was obtained practically by July 15, while 
the catch oh St. Paul up to July 15 was nearly 2,000 below what it 
was at the same time the previous year. The abundance of seals on 
St. George having been reported to me by Major Clark with a request 
that the quota on that island be increased, accordingly, on July 17, 
I addressed a letter to him, authorizing the taking on St. George of 
an additional number of 600 skins, by virtue of section 6 of the 
Department's current instructions, at the same time reducing the 
St. Paul quota by that number. 

This action was taken on the assumption that by reason of the 
scarcity of killables on St. Paul the quota for that island would not 
be obtained. However, shortly after the reduction stated, killable 
seals began pouring in upon the hauling grounds of St. Paul, and as 
mentioned before the quota for that island was obtained practically 
on July 28. 

NUMBER OF DRIVES. 

On St. Paul during the lessee's sealing season 29 drives were made 
by it for skins, in wiiich the percentage of seals killed to the whole 
number driven was 68 per cent, varying in several drives from a 
minimum of 30 to a maximum of 85 per cent. Three drives were 
made in which the percentage was between 80 and 85; 9 in which 
the percentage killed was over 70 and under 80; 8 in which the num- 
ber killed was over 60 and under 70 per cent; 5 in which the killed 
was over 50 and under 60 ; 3 drives in which the killed amoimted to 
under 50 and over 40 per cent, and 1 drive in which only 30 per cent 
was killed. 

On St. Paul on July 15 a drive was made from Northeast Point, 
where the number killed was 1,224, or 75 per cent of all driven; while 
on July 22, 1,179 skins were taken from Keef and Gorbatch, amount- 
mg to 77 per cent of the whole number driven. This is of interest 
from the fact that not for several years has a drive been made on the 
islands in which over 1,000 skins were taken. 

On St. George, during the season of 1907, 15 drives were made by 
the lessee, exclusive of 1 made on July 25 by the watchmen at Zapadni 
and East Rookery, in which an average of 138 skins for each drive 
was made. During the whole season the seals killed on St. George 
averaged 44 per cent of the whole number driven. 
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DISMISSALS FROM DRIVES. 

During the season of 1907 on St. Paul there were 1,537 small and 
2,075 large dismissals from drives, not including 1,533 dismissals of 
marked bachelors. The large seals dismissed since June 28, "when 
the first drive for skins was made by the lessee, included 697 4-year- 
olds, 454 5-year-olds, 300 6-year-olds, 79 7-year-olds, and 6 adults. 

It is noteworthy that the greatest number of large rejections con- 
sisted of 4-year-olds (697), all prime skins, which undouotedly would 
have been killed by the lessee but for the prohibition contained in the 
current regulations. In fact, some of tne 5-year-olds had prime 
skins which would have brought a high price in London. 

The marked bachelors dismissed consisted of 869 2-year-olds and 
664 3-year-olds. While it is known from the statistics obtained in 
prior years that the 2-year-olds hp^uled more frequently than the 
3-year-olds, those for 1907 show that the 2-year-olas hauled in that 
season less often than heretofore. The number of 2-year-olds reserved 
by marking on St. Paul each season is 800, and a similar number of 
3-year-olds. The rejections in marked bachelors for the four years 
1904 to 1907 follow: 



Year. 



1004. 
1906. 
1906. 
1907. 



Two years. I Three years. 



1.320 568 

1,005 511 

1,012 I 003 

869 ! 664 

1 



I 



It can be seen that in 1907 less of the marked 2-year-olds returned 
than in any other year since this regulation was adopted. This same 
peculiarity was noted also in the nauling of killable bachelors not 
marked — that is to say, the killables on St. Paul hauled very slowly 
imtil the middle of July, when they came in in such nmnbers as to fur- 
nish the island's quota and to afford two drives in which the number 
of skins taken was over 1,000 in each case. This taken in connec- 
tion with the fact that an unusually large number of bachelors hauled 
on St. George this summer indicates that some unusual condition 
existed whicn affected the hauling of bachelor seals on the islands. 

What this condition was is conjectural. AJ\Tiether it was some pecul- 
iar attribute of weather existing this summer, or some other factor 
which made the ocean more desirable for the seals than the hauling 
grounds, can not be told. Perhaps the presence about St. Paul Island 
of a large fleet of pelagic schooners operating at an unusually early 
date close to shore, harassing not only the females as they went back 
and forth to feed, but the bachelors as they wandered without appar- 
ent object about the shores of the island, had the effect of changmg to 
a degree their usual hauling habits. I rather incline to believe the 
latter cause was potent, in view of the fact that St. George, which was 
practically free from pelagic vessels in its close vicinity, had more 
oachelors last year than in its history for some years past. 

SUFFICIENCY OF RESERVATION FOR BREEDERS. 

It can be seen from the foregoing data that in addition to the 1,600 
2 and 3 year olds marked and released on St. Paul there were over 
1,500 dismissals on that island of small seals released from the killing 
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ield. It can be shown that these 1,500 dismissals represent practi- 
cally as many animals. We have shown, therefore, that in addition 
:o tliose animals not driven at all there were at least 3,000 young 
aciales released from St. Paul Island alone from which to recruit candi- 
dates for vacancies in the present supply of breeding bulls. As our 
statistics show that in 1907 only 1,122 adult bulls were required on 
St. Paul to serve cows, it is readily apparent that this year's reserva- 
tioxi is ample, not only to preserve the numbers of the present supply 
of bulls, but actually to increase it. 

ENUMERATION- OF SEAL LIFE. 

The coimting of seals outside of that necessary to determine the 
niiiiiber of harems on the rookeries and the size of an average harem 
on either island ceased upon the appearance in Jime of pelagic ves- 
sels about the islands. 

Immediately after my arrival, however, and before schooners were 
sighted off the island I made as careful an examination as possible of 
the bulls stationed before the arrival of the cows. In tnis exam- 
ination no aged bulls were foimd. The greater proportion of those 
bulls present were young. Of 56 bulls found on Lukanin and Ketovi 
on Jxme 3, 18 were middle-aged; the remainder were young — 8 and 
9 year olds. On examination made by Mr. Judge on June 5, Gor- 
batch and Ardiguen showed 60 bulls present, none of which were aged. 
After June 18, however, schooners appeared about the island and 
all intermediate counting was discontinued. On July 13, 16 harems 
and idle bulls on the whole island were carefully counted by Mr. Judge 
and myself and a party of native assistants, while at the end of July 
the pups on Ketovi were counted for the purpose of ascertaining an 
average harem to be used as a basis for estunating the whole number 
of seals on the island. Beyond these coimts it was thought imwise to 
further disturb the rookeries by coimting. 

NUMBER OF BULLS PRESENT. 

From the count made on St. Paul on July 15, the following number 
of bulls was found : 



Laec 
Tolff 



Tolstoi CUff 8 

Tolstoi 

Northeast Point, 
little Polovina. . 
PolovinaClifls... 

Polovina 

Gorbatch cuffs.. 

Qorbatch 

Reef. 



Zapadni 

Little Zapadni. 
ZapadniReef.. 
Ardiguen 



Totall907. 
Total 1906. 



Rookery. 



Ketovi 

Amphitheater 

Lakanin •. 

roon. 



1,122 
1,205 




Harems. 


Idle. 

• 


Quitters. 


Water 
bulls. 


46 


6 

2 




8 


9 


1 




34 


1 


1 


5 


15 




1 


1 


30 


i 


3 


2 


99 


5 


5 


12 


247 


21 


18 


20 


14 




1 


4 


24 


i 


3 


8 


33 


2 


6 


8 


6 




2 




105 


3 


7 


6 


216 


9 


14 


16 


155 


9 


9 


10 


68 


2 


1 


4 


10 




2 


1 


11 












1 



74 
41 



100 
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^' It can be seen from the above table that on St. Paul there was a 
decrease in harems in the period from 1906 to 1907 of 83, or 6 per cent. 
There was an increase, however, of 22 idle bulls and 33 '^quitters," 
or yoimg bulls full grown which, withal, will retreat when approached 
by man. In addition to these, 100 bulls were noted along tne water 
front of the rookeries, looking for openings through which they might 
gain a footing among the cows. 

While there was, as already stated, a decrease of 6 per cent in the 
actual number of harems in 1907, there was an increase in the number 
of idle bulls and quitters, making the total decrease in fu ll g rown 
bulls, harem masters, idle, and *^ quitters" 28, or 2 percent. When it 
is considered that the annual decrease for several years past has been 
in the neighborhood of 20 per cent, the insignificance of the 2 per cent 
decrease of 1907 is apparent. When we consider further the number 
of water bulls on the rookery fronts, which as the season closes gradu- 
ally force their way into the rookeries and obtain cows, we can see that 
there was an actual increase in the total of bulls of all classes on the 
rookeries on St. Paul. 

On St. George the condition as regards bulls was found to be even 
better than on St. Paul, as an increase was noted in the number of 
harem bulls actually stationed. In 1906 there was a total of 208 bulls 
stationed, harem masters and idle, while in 1907 there were 221, an 
increase of 13 bulls, not counting quitters or the water bulls that flank 
the rookery from the sea. 

This result is gratifying, as it is, undoubtedly, the effect of the first 
reservation (in 1904) of 2 and 3 year old bachelors, coupled with the 
abstention from killing of 4 and. 5 year old half bulls, which latter 
afford in many instances valuable slans and which, but for the prohi- 
bition of the Department, would have been killed by the lessee. 

The S-year-ofds reserved in 1904 would be 4 years old in 1905, 5 
years old in 1906, and 6 years old in 1907. This class of young males 
IS too young to make full rookery bulls and would, in 1907, be ap- 
parent only as hangers-on about the rookeries, either in the rear or on 
the water front. That numbers of young bulls were observed in 1907 
in the localities stated is good evidence that the 3-year-old reservation 
of 1904 is present in good numbers and will be stationed on the breed- 
ing grounds at the proper time. But the young adult bulls found on 
the rookeries in 1907 in sufficient numbers to offset the yearly decrease 
in breeding bulls, and which were at least 7 years old, could not have 
come from the 3-year-olds of 1904, as they at this time could be only 
6 years old. They therefore must have come from the 4 and 5 year 
olds already mentioned, the killing of which in 1904 was first pro- 
hibited. There must have been released enough of these to of them- 
selves meet the annual decrease and to even increase the number of 
bulls present on St. George. 

This being the case, a further increase in harem masters may be 
expected on the rookeries in 1908, when the regular reservation of 
1,000 3-year-olds branded with a hot iron in 1904 may be expected on 
the rookeries. In fact, several of these, undoubtedly 4 or 5 year olds 
when they were branded, were observed on the rookeries with cows last 
season. It is not too much to believe that a material increase in bulls 
will be found on the rookeries in 1908, and that annually thereafter 
this increase will be augmented by the accession of the reservation 
made four years previously. 
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It is regretted that this reservation of young male hfe for future 
reeders contains no remedy for the general decrease in seal life which 
as been constant for two aecades, and which furnishes t]ie assurance 
f a speedy commercial extinction of the animal. It has been claimed 
lat tlie primary cause of this decrease has been the lack of virile 
dult bulls, which, because of this scarcity, failed to fecundate all the 
ows, and thereby lessened the number of pups bom annually. If 
his tbeory be correct j the increase in adult bulls in 1907 will result in 
n increase in the number of pups bom in 1908 — in^other wordr, that 
he rookeries from this time on will show a condition oi increase. If, 
lowever, no increase in pups be found, this theory must fall. It is 
ilmost unnecessary to state my belief that no increa:e in pups will be 
encountered in 1908. 

DECREASE IN BREEDING COWS. 

Wbile the number o" bulls on the rookerier, has increased as the 
result of the application of regulations of the Department, the num- 
ber of breeding cow^ has decreared as the result of their being killed 
at sea by pelagic hunters. 

It bas been proven and is thoroughly understood that the greater 
number of se^s in the pelagic catch in Bering Sea are breeding 
females. This in shown by tne statistics of the catches of both the 
Canadian and the American sealing fleets, when the latter was 
allowed by our law to operate. The average proportion of females 
in the Bering Sea catches is in the neighbornood of 75 per cent. 
This is due to the fact that the breeding cows are constantly pass- 
ing to and from the rookeries and the reeding grounds, a distance 
ranging from 100 to 250 miles, and while on theee journeys, and 
especidly while sleeping on the water digesting a mass of fish eaten, 
they are fair prey for the pelagic hunter . The males, on the con- 
trary, are either stationed on the rookerie3 or alternate between the 
hauling grounds and the sea ia the immediate vicinity. Numbers 
of them do not feed at all during the sealing reason; the others feed 
less frequently than the females. 

The large pelagic fleet that has surrounded the inlands for years 
past, and notably in the last two, have been more destructive, for 
the rearons etated, to the breeding females, and this class of seals 
has diminished steadily and will diminish so long as the fleet is 
present and active. 

COUNTS OMITTED. 

The regulations of the Department ^ive the agents authority to 
curtail or to omit altogether the counting of seals on the breeding 
rookeries, the di cretion to be exerci?ed in care of unu. ual activity 
on the part of the pelagic schooners. 

The pelagic fleet began operations this year sooner than hereto- 
fore, vessel' entering the sea near June 1, and continuing daily until 
October. For this reason, as soon as the fir. t rchooner was seized 
(June 15, by the Perry), the intermediate daily counting of cows 
Q-nd bulls on the rookeries ceased, as daily disturbance of the rook- 
eries wa"' thought to keep more seals in the water than under nor- 
mal condition*^, and thereby to further incr^a^e the pelagic c^-tch. 
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So also when it became necessary to count live pups near August 

1, to establish, a basis for computing an average harem, only the pups 
on Ketovi w®''® counted, instead ol probably oncTthird of all on tne 
island, as heretofore. The counting of these pups involves the driving 
into the water of all adult seals on the rookery, and it was desirable 
that this work should be accomplished by the least possible disturb- 
ance of the breeding grounds. While, of course, cows are traveling 
back and forth from tne rookeries to the feeding grounds, under ordi- 
nary circumstances, there is always a large number of cows on shore. 
The driving off of the whole rookery en masse would necessarily 
send into the water those cows which qtherwise would remain on 
shore, and would enormously Increase their chances of capture by 
the fleet. 

Ketovi, however, is a rookery which contains harems of a generally 
uniform size, having neither the large conglomerate masses of cows 
in which the harems can not be distinguished one from another nor a 
succession of very small harems, such as can be found else'where 
strung along a rocky beach line. It can therefore fairly be consid- 
ered as practically typical of an average mass of seals and in this 
sense serves very well for the purpose of ascertaining the size of an 
average harem. 

A careful count of all the pups on Ketovi, Uving and dead, on Aiugust 

2, 1907, by Mr. Judge, assisted by a corps of natives, showed the 
following: 



Live ' Dead 
pups. I pupB. 



KetOTl 

ASnptaitheater. 

Total.... 



I,fi07 i 43 

303 , 6 



1,910 I 49 



The number of harems on this area as ascertained by the count 
made near July 15 was 46 on Ketovi and 9 on Amphitheater, or 55 
on the entire area. By dividing this number into 1,959, which rep- 
resents the whole number of pups bom in this space in 1907, we 
obtain an average harem of 35.61 cows, since the whole number of 
adult cows present is represented by the whole number of pups bom. 

The whole number or harems on the island ascertained oy careful 
count on or about July 15, 1907, was 1,122. Applying the average 
harem of 35.61 to this number we have a total of 39,954 breeding cows 
estimated for the island of St. Paul for 1907. 

This, of course, is an estimate, and nothing more is claimed for it. 
The method used has been the one employed since 1896, and the 
result is near enough to the actual conditions to give a reliable idea 
of increase or decrease in seals present. The number actually pres- 
ent will vary in a small degree from that estimated to be present, but 
that is the drawback in all estimations. We are certain that the counts 
upon which these estimates are based were made with all possible 
care and that greater accuracy could not be obtained with the methods 
used. These figures showing the number of breeding cows on St. 
Paul are exclusive of the seals on Sea Lion Rock, where probably 45 
harems and approximately 1,500 cows were present at the height 
of the season. This islet lies about one-thira of a mile from Reef 
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Rookery, St. Paul, and was not visited when harems were counted, 
for the reason that the weather conditions made it unfavorable for 
landing there. 

On St. George, usually, all the live pups found on the rookeries 
have been actually counted. This year, however, because of the 
increased activity in pelagic sealing, already noted, counting of the 
entire number of pups was abandoned, and following the method 
employed on St. Paul only those on North Rookery and Little East 
were enumerated. The number of bulls with cows, of course, was 
ascertained at the height of the season. 

On the two St. George rookeries on which pups were counted the 
following number of harems was found on July 14, 1907 : North, 81 ; 
Little East, 7 ; total, 88. 

The pups found oil these rookeries by actual count were: 



Rookery. ' Live. ' Dead. 



North ' 

Little £ast 

Total 



4,108 I 77 

200 2 



4,308 , 79 



We can see from this that on an area on which there were 88 harems 
there were bom 4,387 pups, 79 of which were dead. This would indi- 
cate an average harem or 49.85. As there were 188 harems found on 
the entire island, the application to this number of the average harem 
of 49.85 would show a total of 9,371 pups born on the island, which 
number also represents the number or breeding cows. 

As the number of pups actually counted on St. George represents 
nearly half oi all those found on the island, this average must be con- 
sidered as very nearly representing actual conditions, and the com- 
putation made therefrom very close to the number actually present. 

Like Ketovi, on St. Paul, North Rookery is typical in its character, 
containing a succession of good-sized harems without either a mass 
or a large number of small harems, and furnishes facilities beyond 
those offered by other rookeries for arriving at a fair average harem. 

By the methods outlined we have in 1907 the following number of 
breeding cows and pups on both islands, including Sea Lion Rock: 
St. Paul, 39,954; Sea Lion Rock, 1,500; St. George, 9,371; total, 
50,825. 

DECREASE ON ST. GEORGE SINCE 1906. 

On St. Paul in 1906, because of the activity displayed in pelagic 
sealing, no count of pups was made, for which reason it is impossible 
to make a comparison between the number of cows present in that 
year and in 1907. On St. George, however, in 1906, all pups on the 
island were counted, as has been the practice for years past. Because 
of the full count in 1906 and the counting of nearly naif the entire 
number in 1907 we are able to make an estimate for St. George of the 
rate of decrease in breeding females. 

The counts for the two years follows: 1906, 11,457; 1907, 9,371; 
decrease, 2,086. 

This shows a decrease on St. George in one year of 2,086 breeding 
cows, or over 18 percent. Because of the fact that in 1907 the cows 
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on only 2 rookeries were counted, we have not the means at hand for 
showing where this decrease occurred. There is however a complete 
count for the two years on North and Little East rookeries, and a 
comparison of the figures for these two years will prove interesting. 



Rookery. | 1906. ' 1907. 



North I 3,864 4,185 

LittleEast I 239 i 202 



In- 
crease 
(+)or 

de- 
crease 

(-). 

+331 
a- 37 



a 15 per cent. 

These counts were made by Agent Chichester in 1906 and by Agent 
Clark in 1907. Because of the extremely rough character oif North 
Rookery and the numerous hiding places existing there in which pups 
secrete themselves and from which they have to be dragged by hand, 
counts of pups on this rookery must necessarily omit a few that are 
in unaccessible places. With the most careful coimting a variation 
of a hundred or two on this rookery would, from the nature of things, 
be nothing extraordinary. 

The counts of this rookery (North) in 1906 and 1907 show an 
increase in the latter year of 331 pups. In view of the difficulties of 
counting enumerated it may be safe to conclude simply that no 
material decrease, if any, has occurred on this rookery during the 
year. To lay more stress upon this apparent increase would be 
unsafe. 

The count discloses, however, a decrease of 15 per cent on Little 
East Rookery, which is open enough to insure an accurate count on a 
small number of pups such as is found there. This shows the same 
condition that has been noted in years past on St. Paul — namely, 
that by reason of their gregarious instincts the cows continue to 
frequent the center or more massed portions of a rookery, abandoning 
the thinly settled ends. 

We must conclude from this that the decrease in breeding cows, 
which undoubtedly has occurred, is apparent on the small thinlv 
settled rookery areas, leaving the denser portions to suffer in much 
less degree. 

PERCENTAGE OF DECREASE ON BOTH ISLANDS. 

In 1906, because of the activity in pelade sealing in the close vicinity 
of St. Paul, counts of pups on the various rookeries of that island 
were not made, for the first time in years. For this reason accurate 
data is not at hand to show the number of seals present that vear 
upon which to base a comparison with former years. From' the 
counts of cows, however, made during the season it was ascertained 
that a decrease had occurred on that island since the previous year 
of about 20 per cent, and that by this computation tnere were, in 
1906, 52,700 breeding cows present on the St. Paul rookeries. On 
St. George in 1906 an actual count disclosed the presence of 
11,457 newly born pups, indicating an equal number of breeding 
cows. In 1905, 12,952 pups were counted on the same breeding area 
on St. George, showing that between 1905 and 1906 a decrease of 
only 11 per cent in breeding cows had occurred on St. George, while 



BBPOBTS BELATINO TO ALASKAN SEAL FISHEBIES. 81 

an approximated decrease of 20 per cent had occurred during the 
same period on St. Paul. 

Between 1906 and 1907 the figures herein given show a decrease 
of 24 per cent in breeding cows on St. Paul and 18 per cent on St. 
George. 

Tms may be tabulated for the sake of additional clarity: 





Island. 


Decrease in oowi. 




1906. 


1907. 


St. Paul 


' 


Percent. 
20 
U 


Fer cent, 
24 


St. QeorsB -- 


18 









While there is some diflFerence in the methods of computation of the 
number of breeding cows in 1906 and 1907, the fact tnat the rate of 
decrease in 1907 was greater than in 1906 is perfectly logical when it 
is considered that the first heavy assault of the Japanese pelagic fleet 
occurred in the summer of 1906 and the eflFect of their operations 
must be apparent in a greater loss in cows than occurred the year pre- 
vious (1905-6). It is also logical to agree that this loss fell with 
^eater effect upon the St. Paul cows, since the fleet surrounded that 
island during the whole summer of 1906, while at St. George only 3 
pelagic schooners were sighted from land during that whole season. 
Of course, it must not be claimed that the herds on the two islands 
are distinct or that they have separate feeding grounds. They 
undoubtedly mingle on the feeding banks and there is also more or 
less of a migration between the two islands. But we must suppose 
a disposition to return to a certain fixed spot among the cows, wmch 
we know lo exist among the adult bulls, and as we know that, hav- 
ing left a pup on a rookery, a cow will return to it, we can see that a 
direct assault on the breeding cows on St. Paul carried on within 
sight of land or close to its shores must be more fatal to the cows fre- 
quenting that island as they pass to and fro to feed than upon the 
ot. George animals, whose route in traveling to the feedi^ banks 
probably carried them away from the fleet hovering aroimd St. Paul. 

In truth, I am surprised, to find the rate of decrease on the two 
islands so little different. I was prepared, for the reasons stated, to 
expect a much larger decrease on St. Paul and a smaller one on St. 
George. The fact that they exhibited a difference of only 6 per cent 
in the rate of decrease between 1906 and 1907 shows that the effects 
of pelagic sealing are nearly equal on both islands, notwithstanding 
that St. Paul was practically surrounded by pelagic vessels during 
the whole summer. 

While there are no means at the present time of substantiating any 
conclusion of that nature, it could nappen that the bulk of the Japa- 
nese catch was obtained from St. Paul, while the St. George seals con- 
tributed in larger degree than their kin on the other island to the 
catch of the Canadian fleet that operated in 1906 and 1907 mainly to 
the eastward and about 75 miles away from the islands. 

Why St. George seals should suffer heavily from pelagic sealers 
operating within a few miles of St. Paul, unless the seals from the 
two islands are commingling profusely in the close vicinity of the 
latter island, is an interesting question. 

39722— S. Doc. 376, 60-1 6 
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COMPARISON OF AVERAGE HAREMS ON TWO ISLANDS. 

We have seen that, in 1907, the average harem on St. George was 
49.85, while that of St. Paul was 35.61. This diflference in the aver- 
age harem has been observed in past years, that of St. George always 
being larger than St. Paul. 

Tms would show that either St. George presents conditions more 
favorable to the cows, thereby attracting thither a larger number in 
proportion than its neighbor, or that St. Paul for some reason or 
other attracts more bulb in proportion than St. George. As to the 
cause of this condition we can only theorize, but whatever the cause 
it is certain that there is, and has been, a difference between the pro- 
portion of cows to bulls on the two islands — that there are more cows 
to the bull on St. George than on St. Paul. 

ESTIMATED NUMBER IN WHOLE HERD. 

For various reasons it is desirable to ascertain, as nearly as possible, 
the number of individuals in the whole herd of seals, and, as the seals 
are divided by age and sex into various classes, to determine aa well 
the number of individuals in each class. As stated before, it was not 
wise to disturb the whole mass of breeding cows by coimting, in view 
of the activity in pelagic sealing, and only an estimate of their number 
was made. There are also other classes, such as yeariings which ap- 
pear late in the season and mingle with the breeding seals, and bacn- 
elors and half bulls which are fluctuating and irregular in their hauling 
habits, the numbers in which can not be coimtea. For these reasons 
it is necessary to simply estimate these latter classes of seals in as care- 
ful a manner as possible, basing the estimate on such facts as are at 
hand relating to their numbers. 

ESTIMATE OF HALF BULLS. 

In estimating the half bulls we find that the table of rejections of 
seals from the (&ives made for skins contains a record of a considerable 
number of large half-grown male seals, consisting of those dismissed 
from the killiing drives during the summer. In addition to these 
there were large numbers of the same kind of seals turned away from 
the drives made for marking reserved bachelors before the killing sea- 
son began, of which no record was made, as the time of every. one was 
fuUy occupied in marking the bachelors. 

Tlie record of dismissals from the killing drives shows 1,536 large 
young seals turned away from the drives on St. Paul during the sum- 
mer, all but 85 of which being between the ages of 4 and 6 years, both 
inclusive. We know from tne number of 3-year-old reserved seals 
dismissed from drives in 1907 that nearly 20 per cent of those so 
marked failed to return. If this percentage exists among 3-year-old 
males, it must prevail to even a ^eater extent among older males 
which have not reached the condition of full-grown buns, but which 
are nearer that status than 3-year-olds. We must believe, therefore, 
that this number of 1,536 large seals should be increased by more 
than 20 per cent to obtain a fair estimate of the size of that class. 
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In 1904, in constructing an estimate of this kind, I increased the num- 
ber of half bulls dismissed by 50 per cent, which I beUeve is conserv- 
ative. By applying this method we would have on August 1, 1907, 
on St. Paul Island 2,304 half bulls between the ages of 4 and 6 years, 
both inclusive. 

On St. George in 1907, 771. large seals were dismissed between the 
ages of 4 and 6 years, both inclusive. Increasing this by 50 per cent 
in the manner in which the St. Paul rejections were treated gives us 
a total of 1,155 half bulls on St. George in 1907. For the two islands 
there would be an estimated total of 3,459 half bulls in 1907. 

ESTIMATE OF 2-YEAR-OLDS AND YEARLINGS. 

Owing to the fact that the yearUngs of both sexes and the 2-year- 
old cows haul among the breeding seals and young on the rookeries, 
and are so intermingled therewith that coimting them would be an 
impossibiUtv, even should all be found on land at the same time, there 
is practically no method of arriving at their numbers save that of 
following the pups bom in preceding years down to the time when 
they become yearlings or 2-year-olds, applying at the same time such 
losses as they may be expected to suffer from natural mortality and 
pelagic sealing. In an estimate, therefore, of the yearlings and 2-year- 
olds present in 1907, we must proceed on the lines indicated above. 

The loss from natural mortaUty which pups suffer on their initial 
migrations is quite heavy, owing to the inexperience of the young 
animals in obtaining food, and to the further fact that being slow 
and unaccompUshed swimmers they must fall prey to their natural 
enemies more easily than the older animals, which have the power to 
move rapidly through the water and, therefore, the greater aoiUty to 
escape tneir pursuers. A death rate of 50 per cent among pups on 
their initial migration is, therefore, a reasonable estimate. 

In the case of yearlings, on their second migrations, from which they 
return to the rookeries as 2-year-olds, the loss from natural causes is 
less than that suffered by the pups, but, of necessity, must be greater 
than that of the great mass of adult seals. These migrating yearlings 
are still immature animals, wanting in experience and physique to 
properly cope with or escape from their natiu-al enemies. In their 
case a death rate of 30 per cent has been considered proper and may 
be used here. 

We have next to consider what loss is sustained by migrating pups 
and yearliQgs from pelagic sealing. No information on this point 
could be obtained from the logbooks of the pelagic sealers, as they 
make no classification of seals captured save as regards sex. The 
sealskins taken by them, however, are shipped to London, where, 
before sale, they are classified in sizes by Lampson & Co., the factors 
who eflfect the sale by auction of all the pelagic catch. By an analysis 
of this classification we are able to determine with reasonable accuracy 
how many yearlings and 2-year-olds are contained in the catch. 
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The catalogue furnished by Lampson & Co. covering the catch for 
1907 of the British Columbian sealing fleet shows 8,607 sealskins ex- 
posed for sale, classified as regards tne size of skin as follows: 

Wigs 103 

Middlings 179 

Middlings and smalls 1, 354 

Smalls 2,587 

Lai*ge pups 2, 103 

Middling pups 1, 259 

Small pups 723 

Extra small pups 233 

Extra extra small pups. 11 

Black pups 55 

Total. 8,607 

The average weight of these sizes has been determined by Lampson 
& Co., as well as by the agents on the islands (see Senate Document 
No. 98, Fifty-ninth Congress, first session, p. 88); also proceeding 
Fur Seal Arbitration, volume 8, pp. 916 et seq.). As certain of tne 
sizes of skins do not occur at all in the islands catch, the weights as 
given by Lampson & Co., are here used, although they do not corre- 
spond in every respect with our idea of the average weights of seals 
of a given age. Opposite these weights I have placed the age of the 
animals from whicn they were taken, based on my judgment after 
having assisted in weighing thousands of skins: 



Weight. 



iLbs. Oz. 

Large wigs 34 

Small wigs I 23 

Middlings \ I 14 6 

Middlings and smalls i 11 3 

Smalls : I 9 8 

Large pups ; — I 8 2 

Middling pups ; 6 12 

Small pups 5 10 

Extra small pups I 4 11 



Extra extra small pups. 
Gray pups. 



3 13 
3 



Age. 



Year*. 



} 



(«) 



6 
5 

4 

3 

2 

1 



• Four to five months. 



The ages of seals of a given weight marked in the above table are 
based on an average and are necessarily only approximate. They 
are stated here solely for the purpose in hand and not as an effort 
on my part to fix the correct weight of the skins of seals of a certain 
age. As it is, however, it is close enough to construct an estimate 
such as we desire. 

Of the 8,607 sealskins exposed for sale in London in December, 
1907, as the pelagic catch for that year, according to the table given 
we can see that only 11 skins marfced ^^ extra extra small pups'' are 
found. These can not be gray pups because these latter enjoy a 
separate classification. They can be only yearlings, and they repre- 
sent only one-tenth of 1 per cent of the entire pelagic catch. It is 
seen thus that yearlings really represent such an inconsiderable por- 
tion of the catch of the sealing schooners that no deduction for the 
effects of sea killing need be made ia an estimate of their number. 

This is readily explainable. They can not be taken in the sea dur- 
ing the summer of their birth for the very plain reason that they 
are on land at that time, or have not yet learned to swim beyond 
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the borders of the rookeries on which they are bom. When after- 
wards in the late fall they do take to the sea for their first migration, 
pelagic sealing has ceased for the year. They do not encounter it 
again until the following spring. 

In the spring, however, the fleet follows the main body of the herd, 
composed of adult seals, which are accomplished swimmers and 
widch for this reason have left the slow-moving yearlings far behind. 
This is indicated plainly by the fact of the arrival of the yearlings at 
the rookeries six weeks later than the main body of the herd. 

Scattered over the eastern portion of the North Pacific, far behind 
the adults, these youngsters stand in little danger of capture by the 
sea hunters, who are always in advance of them. That few are so 
captured is shown by the analysis of the pelagic catch contained in 
the foregoing table. 

From this it can be seen that practically no deduction from the 
effects of pelagic sealing should be made in any estimate of yearlings. 
It remains to oe seen what loss from this cause should be applied to 
the estimate of 2-year-olds. 

The preceding table shows ' ' small pups'' with an average weight of 
5 pounds 10 oimces and ^ ' extra small pups" weighing 4 poxmds 11 
oimces. These weights, in my judgment, represent the average ran^e 
of weights in 2-year-old skins. The London trade sales of pelagic 
skins for 1907 show that, of the first, there were 723 skins and of the 
latter 233 skins, or a total of 956. We can see here, as regards 2- 
year-olds, a distinct loss at sea, due to the fact that larger numbers 
of them are able to keep pace with the main body of the herd and 
therefore more liable to captiu'e by the sea hunters. Contrasting this 
loss with an estimate of the number of 2-year-olds that might rea- 
sonably be believed to exist would fix it in the neighborhood of 10 
per cent. In an estimate of these vearhngs and 2-year-olds, there- 
fore, we can see from the foregoing that no deduction for pelagic seal- 
ing should be made in the case of yearlings and a 10 per cent deduc- 
tion for the same cause in the case of the 2-year-olds. 

NUMBER OF 2- YEAR-OLD COWS IN 1907. 

In 1905 it was estimated that 78,836 pups were born that year on 
the two islands (S. Doc- 98, 59th Cong., 1st sess., p. 73). Of these 
the sexes are accepted to be in equal proportions. 

Applying the bases of estimation already mentioned, we would 
first divide the 78,836 pups into 39,418 females and a like number 
of males. The hardships of the first migration are supposed to 
cause these animals a loss of 50 per cent, so that in 1906 the number 
of yearling cows would be one-half of the 39,418 female pups of the 
preceding year, or 19,709. There would be also an equal number of 
yearling males. 

These yearUngs of 1906, on their next migration, as stated, suffer 
an estimated loss of 30 per cent from natural causes and a 10 per 
cent loss from pelagic sealing, at the end of which they arrive at 
the islands as 2-year-olds. By this method we find that in 1907 
there were 11,826 2-year-old cows and an equal number of 2-year- 
old bachelors. 
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NUMBEB OF 2-YEAB-OLD MALES. 

From the above estimate of cows we can see that at the beginning 
of the season of 1907 approximately 12,000 2-year-old males were 
in existence, from which during the summer as aemonstrated by the 
weights of skins taken on the islands neariy 10,000 were killed by 
the lessee. This estimate would show practically 2,000 2-year-K)ld 
males present at the close of the season of 1907, of which 1,000 had 
been marked and reserved by the agents. 

This estimate, however^ errs on the side of too great conservatism. 
As stated elsewhere in this report, seals were so plentiful toward the 
end of the season that probably 1,500 more than the auota could 
have been taken. Of this 1,500, some undoubtedly woula have been 
3-year-olds, as the presence of the latter was apparent in the drives 
in some numbers up to the end of the season. In view of the un- 
doubted number of 2-year-olds present after sealing was over, I 
would feel safe in adding to the above estimate of 2-year-old females 
and males as well 1,000 additional to each class, believing that this 
action is justified by the appearance of the bachelor herd at the close 
of the sealing season of 1907. 

FINAL ESTIMATE OF 2- YEAR-OLDS. 

We have therefore as a final estimate of 2-year-olds present at 
the close of the season of 1907, 12,826 2-year-oid females and 3,000 
2-year-old males. 

ESTIAfATE OF 3- YEAR-OLDS. 

In addition to the 1,000 3-year-olds marked and released in 1907 
for breeding purposes, an analysis of the catch for that year based 
on the weights of sealskins taken during the summer shows that 
over 4,000 3-year-olds were killed. This showing indicates that 
over 5,000 of these animals were handled during the season. 

The record of dismissals of the marked 3-year-olds on St. Paul 
Island showed that only four-fifths of the number so marked after- 
wards hauled out. We are safe in assuming that the 5,000 hauled 
represent at most only four-fifths of all the 3-year-olds in the herd. 
By this method we could increase the 5,000, which represents 80 per 
cent of the whole number, by an additional 20 per cent, or 1,250, 
making 6,250 as an estimate of the whole number of 3-year-olds in 
the herd at the beginning of the season of 1907. Of these, as we 
have seen, 4,000 were killed, leaving 2,250 remaining at the close 
of the season. 

ESTIMATE OF YEARLINGS. 

On both islands in 1906, it is estimated, 63,933 pups were bom 
exclusive of those found dead on St. George. These pups of 1906 
form the yearUngs of 1907. 

Of the 63,933, a 50 per cent death rate would allow only 31,966 
yearlings to return in 1907, of which one-half, or 15,983, would be 
females and a similar number males. 
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SUMMARY OF SEAL LIFE IX 1907. 

r^Prom such counts as were made during the summer and the calcu- 
lations based thereon, which have been detailed heretofore, the fol- 
lowing summary of seal life on the Pribilof Islands at the close of the 
season of 1907 mav be constructed: 

Active bulls with harems 1, 210 

Idle bulls, including " quitters" 168 

Half bulls 3,459 

3-year-old bachelors 2, 250 

2-year-bld bachelors .* . . 3, 000 

Yearling bachelors 15, 983 

Breeding cows 50, 825 

2-year-ord cows 12,826 

Yearling cows 31,966 

New-bom pups 50,825 

Total 172,512 

RELATION OF CATCH TO WHOLE HERD. 

It has been shown that the number of breeding females, from which 
the increment to the herd is derived, has been decreased materially 
in the last three jears as the effects of greater activity in pelagic 
sealing. With this fact established, it would, on the face of things, 
raise the question why, in spite of the great reduction of the females, 
the catch of young males should be maintained at the same figure 
during these years. 

This question can be answered readily, and the answer is con- 
tained in the fact of the enforcement during these years of the Depart- 
ment's regulations restricting killing on the islands. Because of 
these restrictions a number of small seals 'have been allowed to 
escape each year, which but for these regulations would have been 
killed by the lessee. These small seals, returning the next year as 
prime eligibles, constituted what might be termed an additional 
mcrement to the natural one resulting from the maturity into killables 
of the yearlings of the year previous. 

In other words, previous to the adoption of these restrictive regu- 
lations the lessee nad been anticipating its next year's catch by 
killing nearly all those small-sized 2-year-olds, from which the next 
year the company would obtain its supply of 3-year-old skins. Prior 
to 1905 it had, in fact, few 3-year-old skins in its catch, because it 
had killed the 2-year-olds as closely as possible each preceding year. 
By the restrictive effect of the regulations large numbers or these 
small 2-year-old male seals are allowed to go over to the following 
year, when, being killed as 3-year-olds, they cause the presence in 
the company's catch of some thousands more 3-year-old skins than 
would be obtained were the 2-year-olds killed closely. 
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This can be seen readily by consulting the following table, com- 

Eiled from the statistics of rejections from drives since 1903, the year 
efore the adoption of the so-called restrictive regulations: 



Year. 



1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 



Large. 


1 
Small. 


912 

641 

934 

2,040 

2,941 


1,186 

8,019 

7,625 

14,727 

&2,4S3 



MazlcBd 
or 

•*braii- 
decL" 



2,162 
2,e63 
2,400 
2,285 



a In 1906 the limit of small skins was reduced from 5^ to 5 pounds. 

f> On St. Paul in 1907 sealing was practically over on July 27, and on St. Georee on July 26. Had sealing 
been carried onimtil July 31, as usual, the numt)er of small rejections woula have been much larger, as 
these animals were present in large numbers at the end of the season. 

From a scrutiny of this table it will appear that in the first year of 
these so-called prohibitive regulations (1904) over 10,000 rejections of 
small seals occurred, whereas the year before there were less tnan 1,200. 
It stands to reason that because of this great number of rejections 
the lessee's take of skins for that year was curtailed materially. In 
fact the catch of 1904 was over 6,000 less than the preceding year. 
But it is also a fact that in 1904 a large reserve of 2-year-olds was 
created from which the lessee might expect, and did actually derive, 
a greatly augmented catch of 3-year-olds the following year, or 1905. 
Tmssamereserveof 2-year-olds was maintained in 1905 — over 10,000 — 
from which the lessee could get its 3-year-old skias in 1906. In 1906, 
while the limit of small sealskins to be taken was lowered by the 
Department from 5 J to 5 pounds, yet in this year nearly 5,000 small 
seals were released in addition to the 2,000 marked as breeders. What 
number of small seals failed to haul up and be counted during this 
time we do not know, but we are certain that by means of this reserve 
derived from the savings of young males in previous years the com- 
pany's catch in 1907 was maintained at the same figure, regardless of 
the contemporaneous slaughter and diminution occurring among the 
breeding cows. At first glance it would appear that the reserve of 
young seals maintained in previous years was materially lessened in 
1907, as in that year the table shows only 2,483 small seals dismissed 
as against over 4,700 the year previous. While om* statistics of kill- 
ings show that the lessee killed closer in 1907 than in 1906, it must be 
remembered that sealing in 1907 was practically finished on St. George 
on July 25 and on St. Paul on July 27. Had the usual number of 
drives been made on the islands between July 25 and 31, in 1907, 
thousands of small seals (which come in rapidly at the end of the sea- 
son) would have been driven up and turned away, with the result not 
only of materially increasing the record of rejections from drives but 
of lowering, as well, the percentage of seals killed during the season. 

If it is doubted that the regulations of the Department since 1904 
have been efficacious in provifling young male life to replenish the 
diminishing stock of active bulls on the rookeries, one has only to turn 
to the table just given to see that the rejections in 1907 of young males 
too large for killing exceeded those of 1904 by about 360 per ceni/ (641 
in 1904, 2,941 in 1907). In addition to this fact it has been shown 
previously that the decrease in male life on the rookeries practically 
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was checked in 1907, and that there is an estimated breeding reserve 
at present of over 3;400 young bulls — ^nearly three times as many as 
are new occupied with harems. 

S3XPEDIBNGY OF PROVIDING LARGE RESERVE OF MALES. 

It is of course true that the number of adult bulls on the rookeries 
has until 1907 been steadily decreasing, due to the fact that the 
accession of young male Ufe escaping from the killing fields until 
recentlv has not been sufficient to onset the loss of old bulls from 
natural mortahty and pelagic sealing. 

With the existence, however, of a larg:e reserve of young male life 
created bjy restrictions placed on the killing of immature bachelors 
the question is presented whether or not it is good poHcy to maintain 
this reserve in larger numbers than necessary to meet the demands 
of the breeding herd. 

Enough seals in my opinion should be spared from the killing 
field to insure against any decrease in bulls. After that is done, 
however, I would recommend that everv seal that can be killed on 
land under existing law and regulations oe taken. 

From present indications the end of pelagic sealing will be reached 
only when it is unprofitable for the schooners to longer engage id the 
business. Under this assumption, the sooner the herd is reduced to 
a minimum the sooner the question will be settled. It would seem 
therefore the best poHcy to reduce the seals which can be killed 
under existing law to as small a number as advisable. Under no 
circumstances should' it be considered the part of wisdom to exempt 
from slaughter a larger number of males tnan are necessary to keep 
up the proper proportion in numbers between the breeding males and 
females. With a rapidly diminishing herd of females, a smaller num- 
ber of bulls will be required. 

The releasing on the islands of any killable male not required for 
future procreative purposes is just so much encouragement for the 
pelagic nunter to continue in the business of killing seals in the water. 
Such encouragement should not be offered by this Government. 

PELAGIO SEALING, 

The industry of killing seals in the water from small boats trans- 
ported by schooners of low tonnage was engaged in actively during 
the past summer. The schooners employed approximated 50, of 
whicn about 35 were Japanese and 15 Cfanadian. 

Due to the activity of the revenue cutters on patrol duty, and the 
probable effect of tne arrest of raiders on the L<?land the previous 
summer, no attempts to raid the breeding rookeries on the islands 
were noted. Three schooners belonging to the Japanese fleet were 
seized by the revenue cutters Manning and Perry for having small 
boats within the 3-mile limit taking seals. One of these schooners 
after being towed to Unalaska was released on the ground of insuffi- 
cient evidence. The other two, however, after being taken to Una- 
laska were held there under guard, while the crews were transported 
by the revenue cutter Manning to Valdez for trial, at which such of 
the crew were convicted as were concerned in the offense for which 
they were apprehended. The remainder of the crews were released. 
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In addition to the seizures above mentioned, a pelagic schooner was 
seized by the revenue cutter Rush in southeastern Alaskan waters for 
a violation of the provisions of the Paris award. 

The operations of the pelagic fleet about the islands began earher 
this year than formerly. The first vessel sighted from tne islands 
was the one seized by the Perry and towed into the village anchor- 
age June 15. After that, with but few exceptions, schooners were 
sighted dailjr from the islands, on one day 12 and on another 23 
schooners being visible from the island of St. Paul. The schooners 
seemed to be active only in the vicinity of St. Paul, a few only being 
foimd around St. George. 

VIOLATIONS OF LAW. 

While on the high seas, even in the vicinity of the islands, foreign 
vessels are not amenable to the laws of the United States, yet witMn 
the territorial hmit surrounding the islands they are clearly subject 
to fill laws passed by this Government for the protection of the seal 
fisheries. 

Notwithstanding the careful and zealous patrol by the United 
States revenue cutters several instances of violations of law by 
pelagic sealers came under the notice of the guards at the islands. 
While the nationahty of the persons engaged in these violations was 
not discovered, there is strong probabihty that they were Japanese. 

On June 25, during a trip of the patrolling vessel around the 
island 3 small boats from pelagic schooners were seen shooting close 
to Otter Island, 6 miles away n*om St. Paul. The smoke from their 

ms at each discharge could plainly be seen through glasses from 
it. Paul. After shooting for some time and puUmg their boats 
back and forth in the water, the crews of 2 of the small boats landed 
on Otter Island, where they remained only a short time, probably 
finding no seals there. They could be seen to enter the watchhouse 
on that island. 

On June 28, during a thick fog, shotgun firing was heard close to 
shore at Northeast Point. 

On June 30, with thick fog, gun firing was continuous in South- 
west Bay from noon until 6 p. m. After that hour imtil 9 p. m. 
cannon shots were heard at intervals. From the plainness with 
which shots could be heard it was evident that a number of small 
boats were operating close to shore within the 3-mile limit, but, 
owing to dense fog, neither schooners or small boats could be seen 
from shore. 

On July 1, still in a dense fog, this firing was continued close to 
shore, but nothing of the poachers could be seen. 

On July 2, 7 small boats were operating within one-half mile of 
Northeast Point. 

On July 3, a small boat approached within one-half mile of Reef 
Rookery. 

On July 4, two schooners were seized by the cutter Manning for 
having boats taking seals within the 3-mile limit. 

On July 18, 6 boats were found by watchmen well within the 
3-mile limit at Northeast Point, operatmg within 400 vards of shore. 
On discovery by the guard they made off as rapidly as possible. 
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On this date 3 Japanese sailors made their way into the village, 
having landed on North Shore. They claimed to have been ship- 
wrecked, but probably were deserters from their schooner. 

On July 26, 2 boats were found rowing directly for Northeast 
Point Kookery. Their object apparentljr was to land. They came 
in so close that the guard fired 3 warning shots, upon which the 
boats turned about and pulled away. 

The fact that these violations of law occurred is no reflection upon 
the vigilance of the revenue cutters or patrol. It must be remem- 
bered that St. Paul Island has approximately 50 miles of shore liue 
and to circumnavigate it requires from five to seven hours. While 
the cutter is at one end of the island on patrol it was no hard matter 
for the crews of small boats at the other end to sUp inside the 3-inile 
limit and operate there for an hour or two. Then, again, it became 
necessary at certain times for one cutter to patrol both islands, neces- 
sitating Its absence from one island for a day or two, during which 
the pelagic sealers could, and on certain occasions did, approach the 
island closely. Furthermore, in dense fog, which prevails largely 
in summer, navigation among the reefs and currents about the islands 
is dangerous in the extreme and patrol vessels must proceed cau- 
tiously, while a sealing schooner with light tonnage and wooden bot- 
tom may come in close with little danger. From the action of the 
pelagic hunters during the summer it must be believed that they 
watch closely the movements of the vessels on patrol and are quicK 
to take advantage of every move on their part. 

LANDING OF THREE JAPANESE. 

On July 18, 3 Japanese sailors were found within a mile of the 
village making their way thereto on the main road leading to and 
from Northeast Point. They had quite heavy packs on then* backs, 
composed of changes of clothmg, ammunition box with shotgun shells 
loaded and empty, 2 shotguns, compass, etc. They could not speak 
English, but made signs to indicate that they had landed on the North 
Shore, and made their way overland thence in the direction of Polo- 
vina, until finally they reached the village. They made signs that 
th ey desired food. 

With the aid of the Chinese cook, who could partially understand 
written Japanese characters, it was made out that the 3 men were 
from the Japanese schooner Eun Maru, and that they complained 
of illtreatment on board. They stated that they left their rowboat, 
in which they landed, on the north shore. They were given a vacant 
native house in which to live, and provisions and bedding. 

Watchmen sent to the north shore reported that the boat was 
there in the place indicated by the Japanese. It contained 6 oars, 6 
rowlocks, 1 sail, 1 water cask (full), 1 bottle of water, 1 long pole with 
3 hooks, 2 rain coats, and one sou'wester. 

Two days afterwards the revenue cutter Perry came in, and at 
my request Captain Dunwoody readily agreed to take the 3 Japanese 
on the island, which was done that evening. The cutter afterwards 
at their request delivered these sailors on board another sealing 
schooner than the one they stated they belonged to. 
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OATOH OF PELAGIC FLEETS. 

Statistics received hj the State Department indicate that the catch 
of the British Columbian fleet for the season of 1907 was 5,397 skins, 
of which 1,934 were taken on the British Columbian coast, 448 out- 
side the award area, 2,858 in Bering Sea, and a canoe catch stated at 
157. The Tessels engaged numbered 15 on the northwest coast, 3 
outside the award area, and 9 in Bering Sea. In the above catch 15 
branded sealskins were taken. In addition to the sealskins 2 schooners 
captured 38 sea otters. 

The British Columbia catches for two years previous, as reported 
by the State Department, are as follows : 

1906 10,370 

1905 14,177 

On December 17, 1907, Lampson & Co. exposed for sale in London 
8,607 northwest coast sealskins, which were classified as stated in a 
preceding table. 

The catch as reported to the State Department and the figures of 
the London trade sales for the northwest coast catch show a differ- 
ence of 3,210 sealskins. Whether this difference represents skins 
actually taken by the Canadian sealers not reported to their custom- 
houses, whether it represents miscellaneous shore catches which 
are only partially reported, or wiiether held over from previous 
years and exposed for sale in 1907 it is impossible to state. 

Reliable estimates made by United States consular agents in Japan 
show the Japanese pelagic catch for 1907 to be 10,505 fur-seal skms, 
as opposed to 10,515 in 1906. In 1907, 36 vessels were engaged, as 
against 31 in 1906. Of the 1907 catch, ,1,723 skins were taken in the 
so-called spring catch off the Asiatic coast, while 8,782 skins were 
taken in the summer catch in Bering Sea, nearly all of which were 
from the Pribilof herd. In addition to the catch of sealskins in 1907, 
39 sea-otter skins were taken in a raid on the Commander Islands, 
where, in 1906, 37 were taken by the same methods. 

The report states further that 3 Japanese, schooners raided the 
Oommander Islands, as a result of which 12 Japanese prisoners were 
taken by the Russians. These prisoners, it is stated, were released 
to a Japanese cruiser as the result of threats by the latter. It is 
stated also that a schooner named the Saikai Maru raided the Pribi- 
lofs, obtaining 62 fur-seal skins without detection. No knowledge of 
this raid, however, is had by anyone on either island. 

On January 24, 1908, Lampson & Co', exposed for sale in London 
''7,429 salted fur seal, N. W. Coast, etc.,'' in addition to those north- 
west coast skins sold December 17, previous, already mentioned. It 
is probable that these skins represent the Japanese catch from the 
Pribilof herd. They were classified according to size, as follows: 

Wies 34 

Miadlings 44 

Middlings and smalls 974 

Smalls 1,946 

Large pups , 1, 875 

Middling pups 1,390 

Small pupB 835 

Extra small pups 265 

Extra extra small pups. 14 

Black pups 52 

Total 7, 429 
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REVENUB-CUTTEB PATROL. 

As l>efore stated the patrol about the islands by the Revenue-Cut- 
ter Service was active and zealous. 

Wliile at the first part of the season a cutter was on guard at each 
island; later, when the Manning left fdr the eastward with her pris- 
oners, it became necessary for one cutter to patrol both islands while 
its relief went to Unalaska for coal and water. It is a significant fact 
that such violations of law by pelagic sealers as came under our 
notice occurred while the patrolling vessel was necessarily absent 
elsew^here, either at the other island or patrolling a different locality 
of St. Paul. It would indicate the willingness of pelagic sealers to 
risk capture by approaching shore and sealing in prohibited waters 
when they beheve the cutter is far enough away for them to avoid 
detection. This seeming characteristic of the sealers to take all sorts 
of chances for a skin or two indicates plainlv that but for the pres- 
ence of the patrol vessels raids on the rookeries would have been 
attempted. 

For this reason it is urgently recommended that no decrease in the 
number of patrolling vessels be made during the coming season, but 
that^ if possible, it be even augmented. The withdrawd of any ves^ 
sel from the number usually on patrol would be simply an invitation 
to the pelagic sealers to raid the rookeries. 

I desire to express here my appreciation of the zeal and efficiency 
displayed by all of the ofiicers ana men engaged in the duty of patrol- 
ling the seal islands during the past summer. 

Considerable difficulty was experienced last summer through the 
lack of a committing officer of the Department of Justice at Unalaska 
where any prisoners arrested in Bering Sea for a violation of the laws 
protecting the fur seals necessarily must be taken. In the case of 
those arrested by the Manning for poaching within the 3-mile limit, 
it became necessary, for lack of a committing officer, for the Man^ 
ning to proceed with the prisoners to Valdez, thereby removing her 
from the patrol for practicaUy the remainder of the season. I un- 
derstand, however, tnat since last summer a commissioner for Una- 
laska has been appointed. 

In view of the many delicate points of law arising in the arrests of 
foreigners and seizures of foreign vessels for violations of our sealing 
laws, I would recommend that an assistant United States attorney 
be stationed at Unalaska during the summer to advise the United 
States commissioner and generally to supervise the procuring of 
evidence against such persons as may be £ound subject to commit- 
ment. 

AFFAIRS OF NATIVE INHABITANTS. 

The affairs of the native inhabitants on the two islands have been 
carefully managed during the past winter by the Government agents 
stationed there. On St. Paul systematic regrading and improve- 
ment of the roads in the village and vicinity were accompHshed under 
the direction of Agent Judge. Furthermore, a large ouilding was 
constructed on St. raul by Mr. Judge and the natives out of lumber 
taken from the old church when it was demoHshed, to be used as a 
shop for the natives, where also they may have their meetings, 
dances, and other secular gatherings. This building, constructed, 
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as I have said, out of old lumber, is carefully and solidly built, and 
reflects credit on aU concerned. 

Too much could not be said by both Agents Judge and Chichester, 
who spent the last winter there, in commendation of the general 
deportment of the native men and their disposition to observe not 
only the law, but the social and moral proprieties as well. While, 
according to time-honored custom, certain of them made "quass" 
on their important church holidays and ''name days," they were 
temperate in its use, and its consumption entailed no disorder. An 
organization among the native men for the suppression of social 
disorder was successfully operated during the past winter and marks 
a distinct step in the advancement of the people. 

CENSUS OF NATIVE INHABITANTS. 

The census of native inhabitants on St. Paul, taken June 30, 1907, 
shows 170 residents, of which 90 were males and 80 females. Dur- 
ing the year 9 births and 6 deaths occurred. The above fibres show 
a net gain in the population of 3 individuals over the preceding census. 

On St. George on June 30, 1907, there were present 93 native resi- 
dents, of which 44 were males and 49 females — a net gain of 2 over 
the census of the year before. On this island 7 births and 5 deaths 
occurred during the year. 

The combined population of both islands for 1907, taken from the 
foregoing, would be 263, of whom 134 are males and 129 females — a 
net gain on the two islands over the preceding census of 4 individuals. 

EARNINGS OF NATIVES. 

On St. Paul for the season ended July 31, 1907, $9,294 was earned 
from the lessee by the 44 native sealers through their taking and 
properly curing 12,384 fur-seal skins, at 75 cents each, and 3 sea-lion 
skins, at $2 each. This sum was divided amoujg the several native 
workmen according to their respective classifications, and the proper 
credits therefor entered on the books of the lessee company. 

On St. George 24 native men earned $1,838 througn their taking, 
during the winter of 1906-7, 366 blue-fox skins, at $5 each, and 8 
white-fox skins, at $1 each. At the close of the sealing season of 
1907 — July 31 of that year — they had earned $1,835.75 oy securing 
2,581 fur-seal sldns, at 75 cents each. As in the case of St. f aul, these 
sums were divided among the several natives according to the classifi- 
cation agreed upon by the natives under the general supervision of the 
Government agents. 

GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATION. 

After deducting the cost of 240 tons of coal, at $20 per ton, to be 
deUvered in the spring of 1908, the remainder of the appropriaition of 
$19,500 for the fiscal year 1908 was divided between the two islands in 
the proportion of $9,300 for St. Paul and $5,400 for St. George. 

FOXES. 

During the winter of 1906-7, 869 blue and 8 white foxes passed 
through the traps on St. George Island, of which 375 were killed— 226 
blue males, 141 blue females, 4 white males, and 4 white females. Of 
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those killed, the lessee accepted 366 blue and 8 white. There were 
relectsed for breeding purposes 232 blue males and 270 blue females. 
These latter, as reported oy Agent Chichester, were the cream of the 
herd, no fox being released as a breeder that was over 3 years of 
age and only 6 animals that were under the standard weignt of 10 
pounds for males and 1\ pounds for females. These foxes were trapped 
in a large house trap having a wire inclosure outside containing rood, 
into which the foxes are induced to enter through a trapdoor sprung at 
will by the operator. They are then picked up by hand, weighed, and 
examined for sex, etc., and released or killed on the judgment of the 
Government agent. » Those released are marked by cutting with scis- 
sors a ring arotind the fur in the animaVs brush, the mark of the males 
differing &om that of the females, so that the sexes afterwards may be 
distinguished when the animals are at large. 

During the winter when the natural food for foxes is scarce, artificial 
food, such as salted fish freshened by soaking in water and carcasses 
of seals killed during the summer and preserved in pits, are given to 
them daily in such quantity as will insure a residue after they have 
eaten their fill. It has been determined by the investigations into fox 
life on the island by Government agents that, epidemics barred, the 
food supply regulates the rise and fall of the numbers of the fox herd 
on St. George. 

I inclose herewith a report from Assistant Agent Chichester dealing 
in detail with the fox question on St. George as observed by him during 
the winter of 1906-7. In this report I desire to call particular atten- 
tion not only to the thoroughness of the work incident to handling the 
foxes, but to the authentic instance cited of paired foxes jointly en- 
gaged in feeding and guarding the same litter of young. 

GUARDING THE ROOKERIES. 

The 3 Gatling and 5 Hotchkiss guns with the small arms and am- 
munition, sent by the Government for the better protection of the 
rookeries, arrived on the islands at the time of my departure therefrom 
last August. I have since learned from Assistant Agent Judge that 
the artulery has been assembled and prepared for service and that 
systematic target practice is being engaged in with small arms. 

DIVISION OF GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATION. 

The appropriation of $19,500 for natives' support during the fiscal 
year enaed June 30, 1907, was apportioned as follows: 

St. Paul 19,300 

St. George 5, 400 

Coal for both islands 4, 800 

Total 19,500 

This sum will be expended for necessaries of life for the native in- 
habitants upon orders drawn upon the lessee company by the resi- 
dent Government agents. 
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PRESENCE OF TJ. S. GRUISEB ''BUFFALO." 

The U. S. cruiser Buffalo arrived at the islands on patrol duty 
during the latter part of August, after my departure for Washington. 

The cruiser alternately patrolled the 60-niile limit and cruised m 
the close vicinity of the islands to deter possible raids on the 
rookeries. While no raids were made, her presence was highly val- 
uable as a restraining influence on the pelade fleet. I trust that the 
Government will insure her return during the coming season. 

Both Agents Judge and Clark, on St. Faul and St, George, respec- 
tively, speak highly of the courtesies extended to them by Capt. 
C. F. Pond, of the Buffalo, in the matter of mail facilities and offers 
of transportation, and request that suitable acknowledgment thereof 
be made to the Navy Department. 

Respectfully submittea. 

W. I. Lbmbkby, 
Agent in Charge of Seal Fisheries 

To Hon. Oscar S. Straus, 

Secretary of Commerce and Labor, 
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Exhibit 2. 

Island of St. Paul, 
Bering Sea, Alaska, August 18, 1907. 

This is to certify that 12,384 fur-seal skins have this day been shipped on board the 
North American Commercial Company's steamer Horner^ consigned to the North 
American Commercial Company, l^n Francisco, Cal. 

W. I. Lehbket, 
AgevU in Charge of Seal Fisheries. 

Shipper's load and count. All on board to be discharged. 

A. Donaldson, Master Steamer Homer. 



Exhibit 3 — Receipt for lease coal^ St» Paul, 1907 » 

St. Paul Island, Alaska, June IS, 1907. 

Received from the North American Commercial Company 50 tons of coal (2;240 
pounds to the ton), as part of the 80 tons which said company, by the terms of its lease 
dated March 12, 1890, agreed to deliver free each year for use of the natj^ve inhabitants 
of the seal islands.^ 

In accepting this receipt executed in quintuplicate before this coal has been 
weighed, the said North American Commercial Company hereby agrees to make good, 
from its own supply on the islands, any shortage that may appear after said coal has 
been weighed. 

W. I. Lembkbt, 
Agent in Charge of Seal Fisheries. 
J. C. Redfath, 

Agent North Artierican Commercial Company, 



Exhibit 4 — Receipt for natives* coal, St, Paul, 1907. 

St. Paxtl Island, Alaska, June IS, 1907. 

Received from the North American Commercial Company 200 tons of coal (2,240 
pounds to the ton), contracted for by the Department of Commerce and Labor^ as 
per letter of instructions to £^ent in charge dated April 15, 1907, for use of the natives 
on St. Paul Island, to be paid for at the rate of |20 per ton from the appropriation for 
''food, fuel, and clothing and other necessaries of life to the native inhabitants on 
the islands of St. Paul and St. George, Alaska, 1907." 

In accepting this receipt executed in (^^uintupUcate before this coal has been 
weighed, tne said North American Commercial Company hereby agrees to make good, 
from its own supply on the islands, any shortage tbat may appear after said coal has 
been weighed. 

W. I. Lembket, 
Agent in Charge of Seal Fisheries. 
J. C. Redfath, 

Agent North American Commercial Company, 



* 



* 
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Exhibit 5. — Record of weights ofiealsMns taken on St. Paul Island^ Alaska, during the 

season ended July 31 ^ 1907, 



Weigbt. 


Nmnber. 


Weight. 


Nmnber. 


Pounds. 




Powndt. 




H 


1 


6i 


1,370 


4 


3 1 


7 


1,170 


44 


2 , 


7i 


904 


4I 


15 1 


i 


852 


^ 


2 


71 


554 


6 


233 


8 


. 283 


54 


375 


8 


: 


199 


5* 


615 


8f 


175 


51 


1,066 







2 


6 


1,278 


1 9 




3 


m 


1,316 
1,579 


10 
lOJ 


1 
1 



Note.— The number of skinfl taken on St. Paul during the year under 5 pounds and over 8} pounds 
nmnber 28, composed of 23 small and 5 large. Of these, 11 small and 2 large were taken during tne food 
drives made by the Oovemment agents. These have not been includea in the number of prohibited 
4iklns on which shipment was refused. The nmnber so retained, taken by the lessee, was 15 skins, of 
which 12 were smaU and 3 large. 

Exhibit 6. — Division of natives* earnings^ St. Paul Island, Alaska, season of 19(y7. 

l&Y 12,384 fur-seal skins, at 75 cents $9, 288.00 

By 3 sea-lion skins, at $2 6. 00 

♦Pq^ \ 9 294. 00 

To 22 first-class' shares,' at $253.95 .. . .'.".''.'.'..".*!.'....*..!!!!!.'!! $6,* 586. 90 

To 9 second-class shares, at $203.20 1,828.80 

To 9 third-class shares, at $152.40 1,371.60 

To 4 fourth-class shares, at $101.65 406.60 

To 2 special shares, at $50.05 100.10 

Total 9,294.00 

First-class shares, 22 men, at $253.95 each: 

Alex. Melovidoff. George Kotcheigin. 

Karps Buterin. John Kochutin. 

Jacob Kochutin. Alex. Merculieff. 

Nicoli Krukoff. Parfiri Pankoff. 

Simeon Melovidoff. Elary Stepetin. 

Simeon Nozekoff. Neon Tetoff. 

Theo. Sedick. J. E. Orloff. 

Dorofay Stepetin. John Krukoff. 

John Stepetin. George Shisenikoff. 

ApoUon Bourdukofsky. Peter Tetoff. 

Nicoli Bogadanoff. Necon Shabolin. 

8econd-class shares, 9 men, at $203.20: 

Peter Bourdukofsky: Michael Kozloff. 

Michael Kushin. Metrofan Krukoff. 

Innokenty Sedick. John Merculieff. 

Stepan Bookavishnikoff. Zahar Tetoff. 

Nicoli Gromoff. 
Third-class shares, 9 men, at $152.40: 

Alex. Galaktioneff. Nekita Hopoff. 

Constantine Buterin. Nicoli Kozloff. 

Vlass Pankoff. Theo. Kochutin. 

Trefan Kochutin. Paul Koshevnikoff. 

John Fratis. ' 

Fourth-class shares, 4 men, at $101.65: 

Ivanally Kozeroff. Condrat Krukoff. 

John Mazeekin. Paul Merculieff. 
Special class, 2 men, at $50.05 each: 

Karp Buterin, first chief. Alex. Merculieff, second chief. 
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St. Paul Island, Alaska, Augiist 4, 1907* 

I hereby certify that the above division was made by me, in the manner detailed 
above, aiter conference with the native chiefs on this ieland. 

W. I. Lembket, 
Agent in Charge of Seal Fisheries. 

St. Paul Island, Alaska, AiLgitst 4, 1907. 

I hereby certify that the amounts, as above stated, representing the division on St. 
Paul Island for the season of 1907, will be placed to the credit of the respective 
natives on the books of the North Ajnerican Commercial Company. 

The North Ajcebigan Commercial CoMPANTy 
By J. C. Rbdpath, Superintendent. 

St. Paul Island, Alaska, Augtist 4, 1907. 

We hereby approve the division for St. Paul Island for the season of 1907, as detailed 
above, for and on behalf of the natives of said island. 

his 
Karp X Bxjterin, First Chief ^ 
mark. 
By W. I. Lembkey. 

Alex. Merculief, Second Chief. 

Exhibit 7. — Census of St. Paul Island, Alaska, year ended June SO, 1907. 



Name. 



Bogadanofl, Nlooli 

Bogadanofl, Uleta 

Bogadanofl, Agrafina. . . 
Bourdukofaky, Apollon. 
Bourdukof sky, Peter. . . 

Bateiin, Karp 

Batertn, Faraacoyia 

Buterln, Constantine... 

Mazeekln, Wassallsa 

Fratls, John 

Fratis, Sandulia 

Fratls, Gavriel 

OfUaktionefl, Alex 

OalaktlonefiF, Lukeria. . . 

Oalaktionefl, Mary 

Oalaktloneff, Matrona. . 

Oalaktionefl, Aggie 

Hanson. Anna 

Gromon, Nicoll 

Oromofl, Ulianna 

Stepetln, Favla 

Stenetln, Elary, jr 

Volkoff, Tecan 

Kochutln, Jacob 

Kochutln, Alexandria. . 

Kochutln, Larlon 

Mandregan, Innokenty. 

Mandr^an, Neklfer 

Kochutm, John 

Kochutln, Claudia 

Kochutln, Nlkanor 

Kochutln, Erena 

Koohutln, Nicoll 

Vlokalofl, Alexander 

Kochutin, Theodore 

Kochutln, Mary 

Kochuthi, Karp 

Kochutln, Trefan 

Kochutln, Natalia , 

Hopofl, Neklta 

Knshln, Mary 

Kushln, Nestor 

Hanson, John 

Kotchergln, George.... 

Kotchergln, Agana 

Tetoff, Peter 

Kozlofl, Michael 



Relation. 



Husband 

Wife 

Niece 

Falser 

Son..: 

Husband 

Wile 

Son 

Adopted daughter. 

Husband 

Wife 

Son 

Husband 

Wife 

Daujehter 

Son. 



Stepdaughter 

Husband 

Wife 

Adopted daughter. 

Adopted son 

Orpnan 

Husband 

Wife 

Son 

Orphan 

do 

Husband 

Wife 

Son 

Daughter 

Son 

Stepson 

Husband 

Wife 

Son 

Husband 

Wife 

Bachelor 

Widow 

Cousin 

.....do 

Husband 

Wife 

Adopted son 

Son 



Age. 



36 
40 
10 
64 

28 
63 
61 
21 
12 
21 
17 
1 

36 

30 

6 

4 

1 

7 

30 

37 

16 

6 

14 

66 

46 

14 

16 

11 

36 

27 



4 

ad 



10 

21 

2 

22 

27 

10 

82 

14 

11 



a Months. 



Exhibit 7.— Cm*ia <4 St. Foul bland, Alatta, ytar ended Jv.-m SO, l^07-^>)n 


tiliued. 


n™. 


HetatlML 


Age. 














































































19 
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EzHiBiii 7. — Cenna of St, Paul Island, AUuka, year ended June SO, 1907 — Continued. 



Name. 



Stepetin, Nicoli 

Stepetin, Mark 

Stepetin, John 

SteTOtin, Vera 

Stepetin, VaaaiU.... 

Stepetin, lArlon 

Stepeiiin, Olga 

Shisenikofl, Geoige . 
Shisenikolt, Seigtua. 

Tetofl, Neon 

TetofC, Agraflna 

Tetofl, Mary 

Tetofl, Dimltri 

Tetofl, Irena 

TetofT, Anna 

Tetoff, Peter 

Tetofl, Miury 

Kochutin, varvara. 
Stepetin, Keonia . . . 

Tetofl, Zahar 

Tetofl, Daiia 

Tetofl, Paul 

Tetofl, Benedict 



WIDOWS AND ORPHANS. 



Balokshin, Matrona 

Rookavishnikofl, Pacascovia. 
S]iai>oslmikofl, Parascovia . . . 

Emanofl, Marv 

Emanoff, Eneka 

Emanofl, Peter 

Emanofl, Mammoth 

Fratis, Akalina 

Fratis, Agrafina 

Fratis, Simeon 

Fratis, Uiianna 

Fratis, Martha..: 

Kochatin, Zenobia 

Kochutin, Imiokenty 

Kmkofl, Anna 



Krokofl, Mary- , 

Peeshnikofl, Wassalisa. 
Nedurazofl, Katherine. 



Relation. 



Son 

do 

Huflband 

Wile 

Son 

do 

Daughter 

Father 

Son 

Husband 

Wile 

Daughter 

Son 

Daughter 

HuBband 

Wife 

Adopted daughter. 

Husband 

Wife 

Son 

do 



Widow... 

Niece 

Spinster. . 
Widow. . . 

Son 

do.... 

do.... 

Widow. . . 
Daughter. 

Son 

Dat^ter. 

Mother... 

Son 

Widow... 
Daughter. 
Widow... 
do..-. 



Age. 



4 

1 

27 

27 

6 

2 

I 

26 

2 

37 

82 

11 

9 

7 

a6 

43, 

46 

11 

12. 

28 

27 

2 

a3 



67 

18 

40 

29 

6 

4 

1 

33 

16 

13 

11 

8 

39 

4 

41 

10 

47 

49 



a Months. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Males , 90 

Females 80 

Native population, June 30, 1906 168 

Arrival during year ended June 30, 1907 1 

Births during year ended June30, 1907 9 

"l7i 

Departures duringyear ended June30, 1907 2 

Deaths during year ended JuneSO, 1907 6 

8 

Total native population, June30, 1907 170 
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Exhibit S.—StcUistics of hillings^ St. Patd Island, 1907. 



Date. 



1907. 

Jan. 29 

May 12 

28 

June 28 

29 

July 1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

6 

6 

8 

10 

11 

13 

15 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

20 

22 

22 

23 

25 

25 

26 

26 

27 

29 



Rookery. 



Sea Lion Rock 

do 

Reef 

Northeast Point.. . 

Tolstoi 

Zapadni 

Reief and Gorbatch 
Northeast Point... 

Halfway Point 

Zapadni 

Reef and Gorbatch 

Tolstoi 

Northeast Point... 
Reef and Gorbatch 

Zapadni. 

Tolstoi 

Northeast Point... 

Halfway Point 

Reef and Gorbatch 

Zapadni 

Tolstoi 

Northeast Point... 
Halfway Point . i . . 
Reef and Gorbatch 

Tolstoi 

Zapadni 

Northeast Point... 
Halfway Point. . . • 
Reef and Gorbatch 

Tolstoi 

Zapadni 

Reef and Gorbatch 

Total 





Dismissed. 


Branded. 


Total 
driven. 


Per 


Killed. 








cent 
killed. 


Small. 


Large. 


2 years. 3 years. 


6 

106 

106 

401 

93 


is* 

61 


22 
212 
318 
143 

61 






28 
317 
437 
605 
170 


21 






3a 






24 






66 


7 


9' 


54 


206 


71 


57 


45 


19 


398 


51 


564 


93 


134 


96 


73 


960 


58 


556 


80 


121 


66 


56 


879 


63 


46 


3 


44 


1 


3 


97 


47 


251 


54 


32 


9 


14 


360 


m 


516 


88 


120 


46 


37 


807 


63 


123 


25 


56 


3 


7 


214 


57 


394 


94 


33 


16 


9 


546 


72 


445 


55 


65 


31 


36 


632 


70 


353 


56 


24 


22 


8 


463 


76 


224 


28 


10 


13 


15 


290 


77 


1,224 


294 


22 


55 


33 


1,628 


76 


19 


1 


18 


2 


5 


46 


42 


782 


77 


49 


66 


72 


1,045 


74 


321 


38 


21 


31 


23 


434 


73 


71 


4 


19 


9 


8 


HI 


63 


486 


45 


11 


28 


7 


577 


84 


116 


1 


15 


5 


7 


144 


80 


1,179 


63 


120 


87 


60 


1,518 


77 


38 




39 


7 


6 


90 


42 


300 


26 


43 


24 


10 


403 


74 


858 


72 


21 


39 


16 


1,006 


85 


96 


4 


26 


4 


17 


147 


65 


627 


70 


124 


80 


65 


966 


64 


60 


2 


36 


7 


5 


110 


54 


349 


65 


40 


33 


14 


501 


e» 


57 


54 


19 


38 


21 


180 


30 


10,972 


1,537 


2,076 


860 


664. 


16,117 


68 



ExfflBiT 9. — Classification of large seals dismissed^ St. Paul Island, 1907. 



Date. 


Rookery. 


4 years. 


5 years. 


6 years. 


7 years. 


8 years 
or over. 


June 28 


Northeast Point 


37 
23 
16 
95 
42 

5 
13 
76 
84 
14 
24 
15 

6 

7 
26 

5 

26 
12 

2 


66 

17 

29 

27 

50 

22 

4 

30 

14 

4 

14 

8 

3 

3 

14 

7 

14 

1 

13 

10 

9 

22 

13 

9 

3 

9 

24 

12 

3 


30 
19 
12 
12 
23 
11 
12 
9 
5 
13 
17 

28 
14 
6 
9 
5 
24 
4 
2 


10 
2 




29 


Tolstoi 




July 1 


7ai>a^Tli , xx^»»ai XX X a 




^ 2 


Rlif ftnd G0TbAt(3ih.....x. XXX. X XXX XX X 




• 


3 


Northeast Point 


6 
6 

6* 

3 

2 

10 




3 


Halfwar Point 




5 


Zapadni 


a 


6 


RfiAf flnrl Gorbatch... X.... XX XXX XX .XX XXXXX X 




6 


Tolstoi 




8 


Northeast Point 




10 


Reef and Gorbatch '. 




11 


Zapadni 




13 


Tolstoi 






16 


Northeast Point 


3 
2 


2 


16 


Reef and Gorbatch 




15 


Halfway Point 




16 


Reef and Gorbat<di 


2 
1 




17 


Zapacini .x. x ..... x ...... x * . .x x 




18 


Tolstoi 




20 


Northeast Point 






20 


Halfway Point 




2 

8 




22 


Reef and Gorbatch 


62 
12 
28 
7 
9 
68 
21 
12 




22 


Tolstoi 




23 


Zapadni 






25 


Northea st Point w 


2 
2 
8 
8 
2 




25 


TTflitway T»oI«t 


1 


26 


Reef and Gorbatch 




27 


Zapadni 




20 


Reef 






Total 






697 


454 


300 


79 


6 
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St. George Island, Alaska, Jwm 3, 1907. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith a report on the condition of afEairs on 
St. George Island, from August 14, 1906, to the present date. 

Vessels. — During the interval between August 14 and September 9 the XJ. S. S. 
Perry called here 5 times. Twice we were able to communicate with her by boat 
and 3 times by signals only. 

On September 12 a schooner, nationality unknown, appeared off Zapadni. She 
came to within a mile of the rookery, then sailed away, mnM-nft no attempt to land. 

On October 3 the U. S. S. McCuUoch anchored at Garden Gove and landed the 
2 natives who were sent to Valdez in September as witnesses against the Japanese 
sealers captured on this island August 5. The McCulloch touched nere again on Octo- 
ber 11, picked up our mail, and ssdled immediately for the south. Since that date 
no vessel has put in here, although on October 24, a steamer, which we took to be the 
U. S. S. Thetis, passed the west end of the island bound south. I was given to under- 
stand by Captam Gantwell, of the McCulloch, that the Thetis would call here for the 
October mail. That she did not do so was the source of great disappointment. 

School. — School opened on the 1st day of September with 12 boys and 10 girls in 
attendance and was maintained \mtil May 1, 1907. In October one of the male pupils 
died. A competent teacher was in charge. Early in the season an epidemic of 
stomach trouble broke out among the scholars and a large number of absences resulted 
therefrom. 

The report of the teacher is herewith inclosed, marked " Exhibit A." 

Seals. — Four himdred and £ifty-eight seals of tne quota of 500 allowed the natives of 
this island for food were obtained. The first drive was made on October 19, from 
Staraya Artel, and 220 seals killed; 209 small, 65 3-year-olds, 5 4-year-olds, 6 5-year- 
olds, 2 6-year-olds, and 4 branded were turned away. Three other drives were made 
as follows: October 31, Staraya Artel Rookery, 148 seals killed, 12 3-year-olds released; 
November 9, Staraya Artel and North, 44 seals killed; November 16, North Rookery, 
25 seals killed; October 20 to November 10, Zapadni Guards, 21 seals killed. 

The last 3 drives were made up entirely of seals pulled out from among the cows 
by the natives, and as verv careful selection had taken place on the rookery very few 
were turned away from the killing field. 

Of the 511 seals which composeathe drive of October 19 only 4 bore any signs of 
having been branded, and these signs were extremely indistinct. No branded seals 
were seen after this date. It is quite evident that, in the majority of cases, the brands 
put on in June are by a rapid growth of new fur during the interval from August 1 to 
October 19 so entirely obliterated that they can not be depended upon to protect 
the seals during the food killings in the Ml. To meet this condition I confined the 
killing as near as possible to those animals having skins weighing from 5 to 6J pounds, 
but despite the most careful and painstaking effort 45 skins weighing over 6i pounds 
were taken. (For detailed statement of weights of skins see Exhibit B.) 

No dead pups were found on the 2 rookeries which I examined in October, the* 
foxes, as usual, having cleaned them up. 

The fijst bulls of the season were seen April 27 off North Rookery, but it was not 
until May 1 that they be^n hauling out. 

The first bachelors, 20 m number, hauled out at No. 12, North Rookery, May 9; 
they were nearly all large 4 and 5 year olds. 

On North Rookery, near No. 17, there is now in place on the breeding ground a yoimg 
bull with a large t brand across his back. This form of brand was in use only in 
1899; he is therefore 8 years old. This bull was observed last year, first in the drives 
and later; when the harems began to break up, he took a stand on the breeding ground, 
obtained some cows, and was able to maintain himself there. 

Foxes. — The fox herd and all the foxing operations during the past season have 
been entirely \mder my care and direction. 

During tiie summer the agent of the North American Commercial Company fur- 
nished free of cost the necessary amount of salt for the curing of all surplus seal car- 
casses to be used for fox food, and on the 1st of September he turned over to me 12 tons 
of fox food consisting of salted salmon and codfish. Throughout the trapping season 
everything necessary for the trapping and the proper preparation of the skms was also 
furnished without cost. 

Feeding. — I opened the feeding season on September 19 by putting out 2 tubs (328 

Sounds) of salt fish, of which the foxes ate about one-half. Continued feeding fish 
aily imtil November 20, when the diet was changed to salted seal meat, which ,^was 
fed continuously until about the middle of April. The supply then becoming ex- 
hausted, the feeding of fish was resumed. During the months of September, October, 
December, January, March, and April there were few days in which the amount of 
food put out was not in excess of tnat consumed. Only during November and Feb- 
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ruary did the foxes eat all that was fed them. By the Ist of May lar^e numbers'^of 
birds were everywhere about the isbuid, and as the foxes were not eating any of the 
fish put out for them I stopped further feeding, having still on hand in the neighbor- 
hood of 14,000 pounds of salt fish. 

The total amount of food known to have been consumed by the foxes from Septem- 
ber 19, 1906, to May 1, 1907, was as follows: 

Pounds. 

Salt fish 10,000 

668 salt seal carcasses (village) 16,000 

245 salt seal carcasses (Zapa^i) 14, 700 

Offid of 468 seals 5,000 

4 walrus carcasses 3, 000 

Total 48,700 

In addition to this supply of food there came ashore at Zapadni in October a part of 
a whale, but just how much food it furnished the foxes it is impossible to say. 

IVoppingr .--On beine advised by the company's agent, November 20, that he 
would receive skins, I began trapping on that date and continued to do so until the 
nth of February. The 2 regular traps at fox house and bam were used as well as 2 
automatic traps^ one located at East Landing and tiiie other at the fox house. Four 
times during the season men were sent to Zapadni, remaining from three to five days 
each time, and 58 foxes were caught there. A small number were also caught about 
the village with string traps. Thurty-six trappings were made at the fox house and 
31 at the bam. There were also 5 failures at me bam and 6 at the fox house. 

The total number of foxes taken was 869 blue and 8 white. Of these 375 (226 blue 
males, 141 blue females, 4 white males, and 4 white females) were killed and 502 (232 
blue males and 270 blue females) were branded and released for breeders. The foxes 
selected for breeders were the cream of the herd. No fox was reserved that was over 
three years old and only 6 that were \mder the standard weight of 10 pounds for males 
and 7jf poimds for females. Five of these 6 weighed 9} poimds and one 9} poimds. 

The automatic traps took 83 foxes this season, exacuy the same number as last 
season. 

With the exception of a few days in November and February, the weather through- 
out the entire season was as unfavorable as it well could be for the trapping of foxes. 
Bain fell incessantly during the months of December and Januarv and the foxes 
would not enter the traps in any numbers nor were they even to be seen banging 
about the village. To the unfavorable weather conditions and to Uiat alone I attrib- 
ute the falling off in the catch. 

That there were a large nimiber of foxes on the island that did not pass through our 
hands is certain from the fact that, on February 22, 40 foxes were seen at Garden Cove 
feeding on the carcass of a hair seal, and of these only 4 were branded. 
^ Durmg the season of 1905-6, carrying out a suggestion made by Mr. Judge, I ear- 
marked 50 male and female yearlings. A close watch was mamtained for any of 
these foxes that might turn up in the trappings this season, but only 4 were found. 
They were all females and were again released. I am inclined to believe from 
the very small number of these animals we found that nature must have obliterated 
the marks. 

The quality of the skins taken this year on the whole show no superiority over 
those secured last year. 

Native earnings from foxes. — The total number of skins accepted by the company 
was 366 blue and 8 white. Six blue skins were rejected. The sum of $1,838 has 
therefore been credited on the books of the company in favor of the native inhabit- 
ants of this island and is available for their support. (For division of earnings see 
Exhibit C.) 

Mange among the foxes. — Four foxes were killed during the winter that were suffer- 
ing from mange or some other form of skin disease, which almost denuded them of 
their fur. Autopsy failed to show any disease of internal organs. Two of these foxes 
were in an extreme state of emaciation, one was in fair condition, and one was fat. One 
other case of the same disease was observed in a fox at large, a female which had been 
branded. There was but little fur on her anywhere except her tail. No mangy foxes 
were foUnd dead, but those that were caught were killed to prevent as much as pos- 
sible the spread of the disease. (A skin of one of these diseased animals is submitted 
herewith, marked ** Exhibit D.") 

Dead foxes. — ^The total number of dead foxes observed since August, 1906, has been 
11. Of these, 7 were males, 2 females, and 2 sex not known. One was found to have 
died of perforation of the stomach caused by an ulcer; in the rest the cause of death 
could not be ascertained. 
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Decrease in the fox catch. — Last year the total number of foxes caught was 1,044; this 
year the catch fell to 877. It is my opinion that the decrease is merely in the num- 
ber of foxes caught and not in the actual number of foxes on the island, and, further, the 
falling off is directly attributable to unfavorable weather conditions. 

During the winter of 1905-6 there was reserved for breediM purposes 581 of the 
finest and largest foxes that passed through our hands. The foxes were fed during 
the entire winter, and the amount of food was about equal to that fed during the pre- 
ceding year. There was no evidence of any great number of deaths either from 
starvation or disease. There was but little ice around the island during the winter, and 
a considerable number of unbranded foxes were at large after the trapping season. 
From these facts it is reasonable to suppose that as many foxes successfully passed 
through the winter of 1905-6 as did through the winter of 1904-5, and that the season 
of 1906-7 must have begun with at least as many foxes in the herd as were present 
the year before. If this supposition is correct, then one of two things happened. 
Either a large number of foxes died during the fall and early winter of 1906-7 or we 
failed to catch anything like the whole number of foxes that were on the island. 
There is not the slightest evidence to show that there was any great mortality amona; 
the foxes last winter; on the contrary, the number of dead pick^ up about the islana 
was considerably less than it has been for some years. No ice reached the island, feed- 
ing was abundantly carried on, and a lai^e number of unbranded foxes were seen after 
the trapping season. The only reasonable explanation left, then, is that the decrease 
is in the catch and not in the herd itself. 

Weather exerts a powerful influence over the number of foxes that go through the 
trap. When the winter is mild and much rain falls during the trapping season, fewer 
foxes visit the trap and the catch is light. On the other hand, when the winter is cold 
and much snow mils a greater number of foxes hang about the village and visit the 
traps and the catch is larger. This is amply borne out by the record of the past five 
years. During that period there were two winters of exceptional mildness and great 
rainfall and on these two winters and these only has there been any great falling off 
in the catch. 

Increase or decrease in the fox herd is mainly governed by the supply of food. 
Epidemics of disease may cause a decrease, but if the food supply is ample such a 
decrease will only be temporary. But any great permanent increase in the herd 
without a corresponding increase in the food supply is simply out of the question. 
The food supply on this island is derived from two sources, that which ib thrown up 
on the beacnes by the sea and that which is artificially provided. The quantity of 
the former can not in any way be determined, while the amount of the latter can be 
accurately gauged. For the past five years the amount of artificially provided food 
has not varied greatly in amount, and I suppose that the amount of food fur- 
nished by the beaches does not from year to year vary much. The catches of three 
of the past five years have been almost identical, 1,011, 1,061, and 1,044, the catch 
MHng in the other two years to 766 and 867. This would seem to indicate that the 
natural food supply supplemented by that artificially provided has been sufficient 
to maintain throughout each winter during the past five years enough foxes to bring 
up the herd each season to somewhere in the* neighborhood of a thousand foxes, and 
it is my opinion that unless the artificial food supply is largely increased we can look 
to no permanent increase in the herd much beyond this limit. 

Pairing of foxes. — The first authentic case of foxes pairing on this island has recently 
come under my notice. Two foxes, which by the brands on their tails show them to 
be a miale and female, occxipy a hole under the lumber house and have there a litter 
of young ones. Both male and female are busy throughout the day procTiring and 
bringing food to the hole, but the male is particularly active in this direction. Any 
visiting foxes are promptly driven away. 

Stock raising. — ^The natives* attempt at pig culture has met with considerable suc- 
cess. Two years ago they were allowed to purchase 4 sows and a boar. There is now 
on the island 26 pigs of various sizes. During the winter a number were killed, which 
yielded for native use 579 pounds of fresh meat. 

Improvements, — ^The Government house has been thoroughly painted inside and 
out. Posts sufficient for the construction of a telephone line to East and Staraya 
Artel rookeries have been secured and distributed. 

Piiblic health. — With the exception of an epidemic of gastro-enteritis, which broke 
out among the natives last fedl, the health has been very good. There has been 6 
births (2 boys and 4 girls) and 4 deaths (2 males and 2 females). The report of the 
resident physician is nerewith submitted as Exhibit E. 

Respectfully, H. D. Chichester, 

Assistant Agentj Department of Commerce and Labor. 
Mr. W. I. Lembkey, 

Agentf Department of Cominerce and Labor ^ 

In Charge Seal Fisheries. 
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Exhibit A. 

St. George Island, Alaska, April SOy 1907. 
Mr. H. D. Chichester, 

Special Agents U. S. Department Commerce and Labor ^ 

In Charge St. George Island, Alaska: 

As reqidred by the lease of the seal islands of Alaska by the North American Copa- 
mercial Company, a school for the native children of St. George Island has been main- 
tained for eight months past, and instruction in the English language has been given 
to all children between the ages of 6 and 16 years. 

The school has been attended from September 1 to October 13, 1906, by 12 boys and 
10 girls, the remainder of the year by 11 boys and 10 girls, with the exception of ab- 
sences of one hundred and eighty-two and one-half days, as shown below. 
1^ The large inattendance was due to the great amount of sickness occurring in the 
earlv part of the year. 

Tne usual vacation of ten days at Christmas, Thanksgiving Day, Washington's 
Birthday, and four " holy days " of the Russian Church have oeen observed. 

Boys attending school 6 weeks 12 

Boys attending school 29^ weeks 11 

Girls attending school 35| weeks 10 

Pupils attending school end of year 21 

Weeks in school year 35i 

Days in school year 176 

Holidays: 

Christmas recess days. . 10 

Thanksgiving Day do 1 

Washington's Birtnday do 1 

Church '. do. ... 4 

Total do 16 

School actually in session .days. . 160 J 

Absences: 

Exciised by Government (4) do 5J 

Excused by doctor (22) do 177 

Total do.... 182i 

Attendance from September 1 to October 13, 1906 (22X 30) days. . 660 

Attendance from October 14, 1906, to April 30, 1907 (21 X 130) do 2, 730 

Total 3,390 

absences days. . 182§ 

Actual attendance for year do 3, 207i 

Average daily attendance 20. 04 

Elder Nance , 
Teacher for North American Commercial Company. 



Exhibit B. — Weights of sealskins taken on St, George Island^fall of 1906. 



Date. 


Rookery. 


Weights (ponnd 8). 


V2» 


4i. 


5. 

26 


5i. 

9 


6i. 
32 


6i. 

13 

1 

.... 

27 
15 


6. 


61. 

12 

1 


6i. 
26 


6|. 

5 

1 


7. 
20 


7i. 
1 


7J. 
6 


8. 


9. 


Oct. 19 


Starava- Artel 


68 
""2 


2 


19 


ZaDadni Guards 








23 


. do 








1 


3 












30 


do 










3 
8 


"i" 


2 
3 










31 


Starava Artel 


1 


1 


33 
9 
3 
9 


21 
4 

1 
2 


24 
6 


25 
8 
2 
6 


1 
1 


1 
1 


1 


1 




Nov. 9 


Staraya Artel and North 
ZaDadni Guards 




10 


















16 


North 






4 


2 


1 


1 
















Total- 


1 


















1 


80 


38 


69 


fi9 


111 


16 


38 


7 


25 


3 


7 


1 


2 









BEPOBTS BELATINO TO ALASKAN SEAL FISHEBIES. 109 

ExhibitJ[C. — Fox division, season of 1906-7, SU George Island. 

By 366 blue fox skins, at |6 $1, 830. 00 

By 8 white fox skins, at $1 8.00 

Total 1,838.00 

I 

To 15 first-class men, at $81.10 1,216.50 

To 7 second-class men, at $64.95 454. 65 

To 2 third-class men, at $48.75 97. 50 

To 2 special-claas men 65. 00 

To 5 ^dlons coal oil used at well house 2. 00 

To lumber for repair of pig house 2. 35 

Total 1,838.00 

FIRST CLASS. 

1. JohnGalanin 81.10 

2. Rev. Peter Kashavarof 81.10 

3. Stepan Lekanof 81. 10 

4. Demetri Lestenkof 81. 10 

6. Mike Lestenkof 81. 10 

6. Nikolai Malavansky 81.10 

7 . George Merculif 81 . 10 

8. Joseph Merculif 81. 10 

9. Nikolai Merculif 81.10 

10. Nikolai Nedarazof 8L10 

11. Andronic Philamonof : 81. 10 

12. Gr^ory Philamonof 81. 10 

13. Simeon Philamonof 81. 10 

14. Peter Prokopief 8L10 

15. Manuel Zaharof....: 81.10 

SECOND CLASS. 

1. Alexander Galanin 64. 95 

2. Walter Kashavarof 64.95 

3. Trefan Kochooten 64. 95 

4. Peter Malavansky 64. 95 

5. Demetri Philimonof 64. 95 

6. Mike Shane 64. 95 

7. Gr^ory Swetzof 64. 95 

M r-. :vlti4; * THIBD CLASS. 

1. Anatoli Lekanof 48. 75 

2. John Merculif 48.75 

SPECIAL CLASS. 

1 . Stepan Lekanof, chief 35. 00 

2. Joseph Merculif, second chief 25. 00 

Joseph Merculif, hydrant keeper 5. 00 

I hereby certify that the above division was made by me after conference with the 
native chiefs on this island. 

H. D. Chichester, 
Assistant Agent, U, S. Department of Commerce and Labor, 

In Charge St. George Island. 

I hereby certify that the amounts as above stated have been placed to the credit of 
the respective natives on the books of the North American Commercial Company. 

B. Netherland, 
Agent North American Commercial Company. 

The division as above made is hereby approved on behalf of the natives of St. 
George Island. 

Stepan Lekanoff, First Chief. 
Joseph Merculifp, Second Chief. 
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Exhibit E.a 

St. Gsorob Island, Alaska, June 1, 1907. 

Snt: In reply to your request I submit the followipg medical report for St. George 
iBLmd for the year Degimiisg June 1, 1906, and ending May 31, 1907: 

As is usually the case on thes^ islands, the balance of the cases treated were either 
of bronchial or gastro-intestinal origin. Dinine the months of Sei>tember and Octo- 
ber the natives, adults and children, suffered fiom a gastro-enteritis that practically 
amounted to an epidemic. The aged and children suffered most severely. One 
death occurred directly assignable to this cause. 

The lack of observance of any of the principles of hygiene and the manner of pre- 
paring their food were the onlv causative &ctors airived. The wells furnishing the 
drinkmg water were examined, wil^ negative results. The trouble subsided as the 
colder weather approached. Barring the gastro-enteritis, the general health has been 
good. 

The record of births and deaths is as follows: 

Births, 



Name of mother. 



Marvara Meicolif 

Stepanlda Prokopief . 

Zoya Swetzof 

Mary Zacharof 

Stepanlda MerouUf . . 
Heuna Kaahavarof . . 



Sex. 



Daughter. 
'.'.'.'.do'.'/.'. 



Baa 

Daughter. 
Son 



NameofchUd. 



Paiisooya 

Mary 

Agnes.... 
VassOi.... 
Alexandra 
Andrew... 



Date. 



Nov. 8,1906 
Not. 13,1906 
Dec. 2,1006 
Jan. 11,1907 
Apr. 3,1907 
Apr. 19,1907 



Deaths. 



Name. 



Marka MercuUf 

Andronlc Phllamonof, Jr 

Agnes Lestlnkol , 

Sereflna Rlasanzof 



Age. 



21 years... 

6 years... 

10 months 
18 years... 



Disease. 



Pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

Gastro-ente- 
litis. 

Inanition 

Pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 



Date. 



Oct. 5,1906 

Oct. 13,1906 

Nov. 26.1906 
Dec. 3,1906 



Respectfully, 

F. Holmes Smith, M. D. 
Mr. H. D. Chichester, 

Agentf Department of Commerce and Labor, 

In Charge St. Oeorge Island. 



a Exhibit D was a sldn of a diseased fox^ 
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Exhibit F. — Anntial statement of foaxs caught on St. George Island, season of 1906-7. 





Location and style of trap. 


• 


KiUed. 


Released for 
breeders. ; 


Date. 


Blue. 


White. 


Blue. 




Male. 


Fe- 
male. 


Male. 


Fe- 
male. 


Male. 


Fe- 
male. 


1906. 

Oct. 20 

to 


•Fonnd dead ,,.-r^ ^ - 


5 

8 

21 

. 11 

4 












Nov. 24 
Nov. 20 


KftAt T/Andine, autonnatic .......... r - - 


3 

12 

8 

1 






4 

30 

10 

1 

4 

22 
13 


11 


20 


Fox house •• 


2 


1 


23 


20 


Barn : 


17 


21 


Fox house, automatic r - r .. . 






1 


22 


do 






1 


22 


Fox house 


27 
11 

1 


19 
9 
3 
1 
1 
2 
8 
1 
1 
2 
8 
1 
7 






31 


22 


Bam 




1 


10 


22 


Fast I^ndinfiT. automatic- 


1 


23 


Fox houfle, automatic . . - 








1 


23 


Fast Landinar, automatic 


5 

2 

14 

3 








3 


25 


do 


1 

1 


i" 


1 

10 
3 




26 


Fox house 


9 


26 


Bam 


3 


26 


TCfLflt TiA.TidlTi£r, autOTPatiC 








27 


do 


1 

14 
1 

7 








3 


27 


Fox house. 






19 

4 

17 


10 


27 


Bam 








28 


Zai>adni ^ , , r , . r . r 






11 


29 


Farst T/andiTifT. automatic. 






1 


30 


Fox house 


3 


2 






4 
3 


4 


30 


Bam 








Dec. 2 




1 
5 
2 

1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 








1 


2 


Fox house 


2 






4 
1 


3 


2 


Bam 






2 


3 


Graveyard '. 










5 


Fast Landiil*?, autOTnatic 












5 


Fox house 


.... 






5 

1 
1 


2 


5 

7 










4 


Fox house 








1 


7 












9 


Fast Landing?. autOTnatio. ^ 








1 

1 
4 




11 


ZaT>adni , . t r 










5 


11 


Fox hbuse .• 


4 


6 






6 


11 








2 


13 


Fox house 


3 
2 
2 
2 

1 
1 

1 


1 
2 

1 






3 
2 
2 


5 


13 








1 


16 


Fox house 






3 


16 










18 


Fox house 


1 
1 
1 










18 


Bam 






1 
1 
2 
6 

1 


1 


19 


East Landine, automatic 






1 


20 


Bam 








26 


Fox house 


5 

4 
2 
3 

1 


3 






7 


26 


Bam 




1 


4 


27 


Village 


1 
2 




2 


28 








2 
3 
1 
2 

2 

1 


4 


28 


Barai 






2 


30 












30 


Bam 










1 


1907. 
Jan. 2 


Fox house 


1 










2 


Bam 










4 




2 
4 

1 


1 
2 






1 


4 


Fox house. .". 






3 
2 


2 


4 








1 


5 


East Landiner, automatic 


1 
1 








8 














11 


Fox house 








1 
2 
1 




17 


do 


2 
3 










20 


do 


3 






3 


20 


Bam 






1 


21s 


Village 




.. 






3 
1 

1 


5 


22 






2i 






2 


22 


Bam 










23 




1 


' 1 






23 


Village 






2 
2 
2 




24 


Fox Eouse 


4 
1 


2 , 






2 


24 


Bam 








] 


25 


Village 1 


1 
3 
1 
1 






2 


26 


Zapadni i 


1 
4 






1 
3 
1 


1 


27 






3 


27 


Bam 






2 


28 










4 


28 


Bam 


i 










1 
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Exhibit F. — Annual statement of foxes caught on St. George Island^ season of 

i506-7— Continued. 



• 


Location and style of trap. 


KiUed. 

* 


Released for 
breeders. 


Date. 


Blue. 


White. 


Blue. 




Male. 


Fe- 
male. 

1 


Male. 


Fe- 
male. 


Male. 


Fe- 
male. 


11907. 
Jan 29 


Fox house 


3 








3 


29 


Bam 






2 


2 


30 


do 










1 


31 


Fox house 


1 












31 


Bam 










1 


Feb. 1 


Fox house 


1 


1 






2 


1 


1 


Bam 






1 


3 


Fox house 


3 


2 
1 






1 


1 


3 


Bam 








4 


Fox house 








2 
1 




5 


do 


3 

1 
1 










6 


do : 








1 


6 


Bam 








1 
1 
1 


2 


7 


Villace 


1 




J 


1 


7 


Fox house 


1 
1 
1 






1 


8 


Zapadni 


3 








8 


Fox house 








1 


8 


Bam. 








1 
1 


4 


10 


Fox house .' 


4 

2 


1 
1 
1 






1 


11 


Bam 






1 


11 


Fox house 






1 
2 




13 


do * 








2 




Total 














231- 


141 


4 


4 


232 


270 









Exhibit G. — Approximate ages of foxes released for breeding on St, George Island, season 

of 1906-7. 



Age. * 



Young, or approximately 1 year old. 
Middle-aged: 

2 years old '. 

3 years old 

Old, or over 3 years :..... 



Total. 



Male. 



31 

110 
91 



232 



Female. 



105 

106 

58 

1 



270 



Exhibit H. — Approxim>ate ages of foxes killed on St. George Istand, season of 1906-7, 



Agd. 



Female. 



Young, or approximately 1 year old 
Middle-aged: 

2 years old 

3 years old 

Old, or over 3 years 

Total 




k. 
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Exhibit I. — Live weights of foxes released for breeding on St. George Island, season of 

1906-7. 



Weight. ; MiUo. 



Founds. 

n 

8 



Female. 



1 

6 
54 
12 
32 

4 
38 
14 
22 

1 



30 

7 
60 

8 
31 

1 
35 

3 
19 



20 
2 
6 
1 

16 
3 

7 



Weiglit. 


MaJe. 


Female. 


Pounds. 
12J 
13 

14 

14i 


7 

12 
2 
4 
5 

. 2 
3 
1 

3 

2 

. 1 

1 
1 

1 


6 
3 


4 
7 


14! 




15 
15i 

16 


1 




16} 

17 

18 




1 


19 




20 










232 


270 



Exhibit J. — Live weights of foxes killed on St. George Island, season of 1906-7 » 



Weight. 



Male. 


Female. 




3 

2 


3 


2 




3 


b" 




5 

23 


7 


3 


5 


11 


25 




11 
23 


13 


5 


17 


16 


2 


1 




27 


8 


3 









tV'eight. 



Poundx. 

8J 
8| 

9 

9i 

% 

10 

10} 

11 

12 

13 

13} 



Male. 
37 


Female. 


4 




49 
3 


5 


23 


2 


4 

• 3 


2 


3 




3 
1 


^ i 




1 



230 



145 



St. George Island, August 7, 1907, 
Walter I. Lembkey, Esq., 

Agent Seal Fisheries, St. Paul Island. 

Sib: I herewith transmit the reports named below, covering the work of St. George 
Isluid for the season ended July 31, 1907, to wit: 

1. Census of native inhabitants of St. George Island. June 30, 1907. 

2. Report of counts of rookeries, including bulls and cows, covering dates up to 
maximum stage of the rookeries. 

3. Record of seals dismissed from the drives during the sealing season. 

4. Report of sealskins taken during the sealing year ended July 31, 1907. 

5. Transcript of weights of skins taken during the sealing year ended July 31, 1907. 

6. Seal division of native earnings for taking sealskins for the sealing year ended 
July 31, 1907. 

7. Report of the count of living and dead pups and of dead cows, 1907. 
The copy of fox division was forwarded by Au*. Chichester. ' 

The sealing was successfully concluded on July 29. We might have completed it 
three days earlier. We had no difficulty in getting the 2,600 skins, which you named 
in your letter of July 17 as the limit of this island's quota for the current year. Prom 
the number and size of the seals aj)pearing on the rookeries at the date of our last 
drive, when we had only 17 skins to take for completing the quota, I am 
satisfied that we might readily have taken the whole 3,000 named in Department's 
letter of instructions as a number which might be taken in the event of seals show- 
ing here in such numbers as to indicate the presence on this islatid of seals usually 
hauling on St. Paul Island. I am convinced that either some of the St. Paul seals 
are hauling this summer on St. George, driven here by the disturbance made by the 

39722— S. Doc. 376, GO-1 8 
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Japanese pelagic sealers at that island, or, at least, that the immunity from the near 
presence of the Japanese which this island has enjoyed has permitted the seals here 
to increase through natural causes in greater ratio than has been the increase on St. 
Paul; and hence the good showing here of young killable seals. At the last drive, 
alluded to above, we turned away 75 young bachelors of killable size out of a drive 
made from a single rookery. It appears quite certain that the rate of seal diminution 
going on here is less marked than it was last year, as witness: (1) The larger than 
usual number of young male seals appearing in our drives already mentioned. (2) 
The actual count of pups on North Rookery, which gives a few more pups than last 
year's count. (3) Personal observation oi the rookeries on which pups ^^ere not 
counted, which indicates a condition of less depletion as respects seals of sdl ages than 
was apparent last year. We need not place much stress on the decrease of pups on 
Little East, as that is an isolated, vanishing rookery, which is shrinking away 
because no bachelors haul there, and young seals do not return. 

I present below the maxima of harems and bulls for the last two years, showing 
the various rookeries: 



Rookery. 



East Cliffs.... 

East Reef 

Little East... 

North 

Staraya Artel 
Zapadni 

Total... 



1906. 



1907. 



Harems. 



34 
15 

8 
78 
20 
34 



Bulls in 
placti. 



34 
15 

8 
78 
26 
34 



-I- 



195 



195 



Idle 
bulls. 



Total 
bulls. 



Harems. 



2 
2 

6 

3 



13 



36 
17 
8 
84 
26 
37 



32 
14 

7 
81 
20 
28 



208 



188 



Bulls in 


Idle 


place. 


bulls. 


32 


4 


14 


6 


7 





81 


11 


26 


6 


28 


6 


188 


33 



Total 
buUs. 



36 
20 
7 
92 
32 
34 



221 



This presentation shows an apparent gain of 13 bulls over last year. While such 
statistics are not conclusive evicfence, they are yet encouraging, and lead to the' belief 
that the efforts put forth to preserve an adequate breeding force will prove successful. 
Of course, all our efforts, should the scourge of pelagic sealing, especially in near con- 
tiguity to the islands, be permitted to continue its devastating action, are destined 
to prove futile. 

The telephone lines designed for this island, one to East Rookery watchhouse, the 
other to Staraya Artel Rookery, have been duly installed. Mr. Chichester last spring 
had collected the necessary poles from driftwood on the beaches, and had taused 
those in the line to East Rootery to be placed in position. This summer he kindly 
superintended the work of putting up tne remaining poles, stringing the wires, and 
fully installing the lines. At Staraya Artel a tight box has been erected, provided 
with lock and key, for holding the receiver and batteries. This line being intended 
for use only when it is necessary for the native guard near that rookery to communicate 
with the agent at the village, a house is not provided for the present. The watchmen 
are not required to remain over night save when vessels are novering near. 

I inclose this day under a separate cover the shipping receipt of sealskins shipped 
from this island the current year. 

Very respectfully, Ezra W. Clark, 

Assistant Agent, in Charge. 
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Annual statement of fur seals killed on St. George Island^ Alaska^ during the year ended 

July 31, 1907, 





Rookery. 
Starava Artel 


Number of seals 

killed for natives' 

food. 


Accepted (prime). ' o-g 


ber of 
essees 

Reje< 

i 

'm 

s 


seAls 1 
for sk 

Bted. 

GD 

s . 

u o 


dlled 
ins. 

• 

1 

o 


M 
QQ 


negate. 


Date. 


• 

so 

O 
>> 

220 

3 

6 

6 

148 

44 

6 

25 


1 

220 

3 

6 

6 

148 

44 

6 

25 


i 

^ 

OQ 

M 
OQ 


■g 
1 

00 

C 

M 
QQ 


so 

1 



Is 

t 


1906. 
Oct. 19 


220 

3 

6 

6 

148 

44 

6 

25 






220 

3 

6 

6 

148 

44 

6 

25 

60 

10 
46 
16 
32 

139 

29 

298 

217 

50 

281 
276 

91 
227 

83 
215 

36 

17 


...... 

...... 

3 

"5' 
2 
1 

3 

? 

1 


220 


19 


ZaDacini. watchman 








3 


23 


do 










6 


3" 


. ...do 










6 


31 


Staraya Artel 










148 


Nov. 9 


Starava Artel and North 

Zapadni, watchman 

North 










44 


10 










6 


16 










26 


1907. 
Jnne — 


Turned over by order of the 
Department under and 
over limit skins taken last 
year 


60 

"10 
46 
16 
32 

139 

29 

303 

217 

50 

281 
276 

91 
22'/ 

83 
215 

36 

17 






60 

10 
46 
16 
32 

139 

29 

298 

217 

50 

281 
276 

91 
227 

83 
215 

36 

17 


60 




Zapadni, watchman, food 
skins ., 












10 


7 


Starava Artel 








. 


46 


17 


North 








i 


16 


21 


do 












32 


29 


North, Staraya Artel, and 
East 








3 




142 


July 2 

3 

8 

10 

12 


Zanadni 








29 


Nojth and East 








2 

1 
1 

....„ 

...... 


3 

1 3 
...... 




303 


. do 




' 


219 


Zapadni 








51 


North, Staraya Artel, and 
East 








284 


16 


. ..do 








279 


19 


Zapadni 


1 





92 


20 


North and East 






228 


22 


Starava Artel 


1 




83 


24 


North and East 


1 






216 


25 


Zapadni and East, watchman . 
North 








36 


29 






j 


17 




Total 


1' ■ 










458 


458 

1 


458 

1 


2,128 


11 


: 8 


2,147 


2,581 


19 


2,600 









Note. — Nineteen skins are retained in salt under control of the Government agent, being over or 
under weight, as fixed by the Department. 

Seal division, St. George Island, August 4, 1907. 

By 2,581 sealskins, at 75 cents $1, 935. 75 

To 14 men of first class, at $79.35 $1, 110. 90 

To 7 men of second class, at $63.45 444. 15 

To 2 men of third class, at $47.65 95. 30 

To 4 men of third class, at $47.60 : 190. 40 

To 2 men of special class, at $40 and $35 75. 00 

To 1 ,000 pounds of food for pigs 20. 00 

1,935.75 

FIRST CLASS. 

1. Galanin, John 79. 36 

2. Lekanoff, Stepan 79. 35 

3. Lestenkoff, Dimitri 79. 35 

4. Lestenkoff, Michael 79. 35 

5. Malavansky, Nicolai 79. 35 

6. Merculioff, George : 79.35 

7. Merculioff, Joseph 79. 35 
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8. Merculioff , Nicolai 

9. Philimonoff, Andronic..: 

10. Philimonoff, Gregory 

11. Philimonoff. Simeon 

12. Prokopioff, Peter 

13. Zacharoff, Emanuel 

14. Kashivaroff, Peter, priest. 



$79.35 
79.35 
79.35 
79.35 
79.35 
79.35 
79.35 



SECOND CLASS. 



1. Galanin, Alexander.. 

2. Kashivaroff, Walter. . 

3. Malavansky. Peter... 

4. Niderezoff, Nicolai.. 

5. Philimonoff, Dimitri. 

6. Shane, Michael 

7. Swetzoff, Gregory 



63.45 
63.45 
63.45 
63.45 
63.45 
63.45 
63.45 



THIRD CLASS. 



1. Lekanoff, Anatoli 

2. Merculioff, John. . . . . 

3. Lekanoff, Sergius 

4. Merculioff, Stepan... 

5. Niderezoff, Isiaor 

6. Buterin, Constant ine. 



47.65 
47.65 
47.60 
47.60 
47.60 
47.60 



SPECIAL CLASS. 



Stepan Lekanoff, as chief 

Joseph Merculioff, as second chief. 



40.00 
35.00 



The seal division as above made is hereby approved on behalf of the natives of St. 
George Island. 

Stepan Lekanoff, Firat Chief. 
Joseph Merculioff, Second Chief. 

I certify that the amounts indicated herein have been placed to the credit of the 
respective natives on the books of the North American Commercial Company. 

The North American Commercial Company, 
By B. Netherland, Agent, 

1 certify that the foregoing seal division was made by me after conference with 
the native chiefs. 

Ezra W. Clark, 
Assistant Agent j Department of Commerce and Labor ^ 

tn Charge St. George Island. 

Transcript of weights of sealskins , season of 1907 y St. George Island^ Alaska, 



Date. 


Rookery. 






Weights (pounds). 








3^ 


4}., 4f . 

1 ^ 


5. 
26 


1 
I 

1 
9; 32 


6f. 


6. 


61. 


6i. 
26 


6}. 

5 

1 
1 


7. ; 7j. 

20 1 


7i. 
6 


7f 


8. 


8i. 


«J. 8f . 9: 


1906. 
Oct. 19 


Starava Artel 


ist 68' 12 




2 


19^30 


Zapadni, watchman, 








1 

1; 3 
21. 24 


' 1 
2 2, 13 
27 25: 1' 8 


2 
3 








1 1 


31 


Staraya Artel 


1 


i ..., 


33 


1 


1 




1 


,---i- 


Nov. 9 


Starava Artel and North . 
Zapadni, watchman 


9 4 6 
3; 1... 
9! 2 4 


15< 8 1 


- 




1 




10 




1 


...' 2 
2 6 













, 




... 1. 1 ,. 


16 


North 




' 


ll' 1 




... .- -| — 






1 1 


1907. 
Jtme- 7 


Starava Art;el 






2 


1 6 

1 


1 
1 

3 6 - - - 


.1 


1 

• • • 


8 1 
1... 


10 
3 


3 
5 


1 
3 


1 
3 


1 

1 


17 


North 




' 




. 2 1 
1 2 2 


i 


29 


Zapadni, watchman 






4 


■ 




21 


North.................... 




1 


24 2 


5 2 6! 1 

10 31 1; 11 

20 65 8 52 

16 56 6 24 

5 9,...i 7 


5 

3 

7 
3 

1 


1 1 

13 3 

34 2 

22 6 

3 2 


2 

5 

19 

4 

1 


1 

1 
4 




•••| 


29 


North. East, and Staraya 
Artel :.. 




3... 

A • • • 

-.-. 1 


23 
14 


16 20 
2fi .^7 


3 

7 
4 

1 


1 


July 3 


North and East 




1 2!' i 3 


8 


,do 




23| 19 33 

6. 7, 8 


1' - 


10 


Zapadni 


... 




... 


■ 
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Transcript of weights ofsecdskinSt season of 1907, St. George Island, Alaska — Continued. 



Date. 


Rookery. 










Weights (pounds.) 








^. 


4i. 


4|. 


5. 6*. 

1 
1 

10 4 


6i. 
29 


3 75 


6i. 

6 
16 

7 
21 

7 
12 

6 
1 


6i. 6f.i 7. 7i. 

1 " "' 
1 

50 7 58i 2 
38 8' 221 3 

18 4 G... 
38 10, 23, 2 

19 3 16... 
25 5i 16| 2 


7*. 

20 
6 
5 
5 
6 
2 


71. 

1 
2 

• • • 

1 


8. 8i. 




9. 


1907. 
July 12 


North, Staiaya Artel, and 
East 


11 

1 
3 

1 


2 

1 


3 


1 


2 


16 


do 




1 


2 


26 25i 50i 15 53 


1 - 




19 


ZapadnL 




7 7 

8 10 

- ; 3 


10 
35 

8 
48 

7 
3 


5 19 
13 59 

2^ 20 
10 52 

4 9 
1 6 






1 


20 


North and East 






1 


... 


... 


1 




22 


8taraya Artel 






. 


24 


North and East 








20 17 

3' 2 


2 


2 

1 


2 

1 
1 

13 








25 


Zapadni and East, 
watchman 








1 

... i; 2 

2 12 










29 


North 






















Total 


1 


* 




i 
224178 

1 




95 






t 








7 


5 


378 


171573 

1 


117 


329 66 251 

1 


27 


20 


39 


6 


3 


e 




t 





NoT£. — The food skins which are over or under limit of weight are not included in the aggregates above 
given, as the company agent was not responsible for taking them. 



Seals dismissed from the drives, St. George Island, season of 1907. 



Date. 



June 



July 



7 
17 
21 
21 
25 
29 

2 
3 

7 
10 
12 

16 

19 
20 
22 
24 
25 
29 



Rookery. 



Marked 

this 

year. 



Staraya Artel 

North '. 

do , 

Starayu Artel 

Ea^t I 

North , Staraya Artel , 

and East i 

Zapadni | 

North and Staraya 

Artel I 

North and East 

Zapadni i 

North, Staraya Artel,! 

and East 

North ^taraya Artel,' 

and East ' 

Zapadni 

North and East 

Staraya Artel 

North and East 

Zapadni , 

North* I 



1 

17 
15 

5 
64 

61 
21 

83 
50 
30 



Too 
small. 



18 
5 
7 
2 
2 

23 

18 

99 

121 

19 

72 



113 


279 


37 


17 


53 


137 


35 


30 


49 


66 


10 


12 


19 


19 



Total. 



752 



946 



4 years 5 years 
old. ' old. 



6 years 7 years 
old. I old. 



Cows. 



74 
10 
15 
31 
61 

27 
11 

41 

17 

5 

17 

16 
7 

18 
7 

10 
3 

10 



I 



380 



22 
25 
10 
21 
15 

24 
2 

43 
5 
2 

9 



20 
4 

9 ; 
4 

2 , 
3 

3 ! 



20 
20 

13 
12 

29 
12 

8 



12 
11 
7 
4 
2 
3 
6 



6 
14 



24 
4 
6 

6 



Total dis- 
missed. 



Small 
and Lai^e. 
marked. 



19 
22 
22 

7 
66 

84 
39 

182 

171 

49 

161 



96 
45 
25 
78 
110 

64 
29 

137 
38 
21 

36 



223 



168 



5 •■ 




392 


53 


6 !.. 




54 i 


28 


3 '.. 




190 ' 


37 


1 .. 




65 


16 


3 .. 




115 i 


17 


' 3 


59 


22 


12 


5 .. 




38 1 


24 


95 


1,689 


866 



o The drive of North Rookery on July 29, did not include the whole rookery bachelors present, as 
only 19 seals were required. Seventy-five fine young seals were let go from this drive which were 
killable. 

Note. — Many of the seals included in the numbers above given appeared in several drives during 
the season. The white seal, now 4 or 5 years old, appeared three times and was seen by me afterwards 
upon the rookery. 

Data from rookery counts, St. George Island, season of 1907. 

LITTLE EAST. 



Date of count. 



Jime2.. 
June 4.. 
June 10. 
June 12. 
June 19 , 
Julys.. 
July 10. 
Jiuy 14. 
July 16. 



Bulls in 
place. 


Harems. 


Cows. 


Bulls 
idle. 




1 






1 












1 






/ 












7 
7 
7 

1 


142 

a 183 

101 






o Evidently the maximum. 



118 



REPORTS RELATING TO ALASKAN SEAL FISHERIES. 



Data from, rookery countSy St. George Island^ season of 1907 — Continued. 

EAST REEF. 



Date of count. 


Bulls in 
place. 


Harems. 


Cows. 


Bulls 
idle. 


Jimp. 2 




11 
11 
12 
10 
12 
12 
14 
14 


« 




Tiinp. 4 , , , _ . . 






2 


Jmi<» 10 _ 






2 


JiinA 12, . , , 


.........«^... .............. .- . 








.Tunft 19 . 


« 




3 


July8 

July 10 




12 
14 
14 




3 




492 
• 640 


4 


July 14 


6 







NORTH. 



STARAYA ARTEL. 



Jimp. ^ 


56 
58 
58 
60 
70 
71 
73 
81 






3 


JuTift a , , . . 






4 


Jimft 9 . . , - 






4 


JnnA 12 - , . , 






4 


Jime 18 


9 
71 
73 
81 


18 


2 


Julys 


7 


July 9 


2,492 
62,889 


6 


July 14 '...'....'...'. ] 


11 




1 



June 5. 
June 12 
June 15 



19 
20 
26 



cl,300 



4 

4 
6 



ZAPADNI. 



.TiiTifi 19-,.. . . . . ..-,.. - 


24 
22 

28 








Junfi 27 








July 15 




cl,400 


6 









EAST CLIFFS. 



Juno 2 


17' 






June 4 


19 1 




2 


June 10. . , . . . , . 


21 ; 




2 


^uncl2.... .. . 


23 1 
23 
30 1 
32; 


I 

11 
30 
32 


1 

16 

1,203 

• 1,708 


1 


June 19 


3 


July 10 


3 


July 14 


4 







a Evidently the maximum. b The maximum. c Estimated; impracticable to count. 

Total number of bulls with harems , 188 

Idle youn^ bulls 33 

Cows, including those estimated, present at maximum of rookeries 8, 120 

Census^ St, George Island, on June SO, 1907. 



Name of individual. 



Galanin, Alexander.. 

Galanin, Mary 

Galanin, Akalina 

Galanin, John 

Galanin, Anna 

Galanin, Fevronia. . . 

S wetzoflf , Paul 

Kashivaroff, Walter. 
Kashivaroflf, Helena. , 
Kashivaroff, Andrew. 

LekanofF, Stepan 

LekUnoflf, Pelagia 

Lekanoff, Anatoli 



Family illation. 



Husband . 

Wife 

Mother . . 
Husband . 

Wife 

Widow.. 
Brother . . 
Husband . 

Wife 

Son 

Husband . 

Wife 

Son 




21 
16 
45 
25 
25 
29 
14 
19 
23 



(«) 



37 
37 
17 



Date of birth. 



Sept. 
June 



Sept. 



11,1880 
22,1891 
—,1862 
30,1881 



June 

July 

Feb. 

May 

Apr. 

Nov. 

Oct. 

Apr. 



25,1877 

8,1892 

2,1887 

27,1884 

19,1907 

9,1869 

20,1869 

13,1890 



a Infant. 



iijwciwc 



OOT \ 



UNIviSsiTY OF MICHIGAN 



r^m lal \ ,a P 



v 
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1 



